Home Energy Rebates API Pre-Release Notes for Home Energy Rebates Program Notice 26-1 and 26-2 Changes 
Overview
This document outlines upcoming changes resulting from Home Energy Rebates Program Notices 26-1 and 26-2, issued on May 29, 2026. These updates affect the Home Energy Rebates API, Bulk Reporting API, and Spreadsheet Upload workflows.
API users are encouraged to review the changes described in this document and begin planning and implementing any necessary system updates as soon as possible. 
The changes described below will become effective on September 1, 2026. Until that date, API users may continue creating reservations and submitting data using existing processes without disruption. Reservations created on or before August 31, 2026, may continue to be redeemed after September 1, 2026, provided they remain valid and have not expired. 
For states reporting projects through the spreadsheet templates, the API will support old and new spreadsheet templates based on the date the project reservation was created.
· Projects reserved on or before August 31, 2026: States may continue to report these projects using the currently published spreadsheet templates, regardless of when the project is ultimately reported.
· Projects reserved on or after September 1, 2026: States must report these projects using the updated spreadsheet templates that will be released to support the Program Notice requirements and associated system changes.
This approach allows states to continue reporting existing reservations without modification while ensuring that new reservations comply with the Program Notice changes effective September 1, 2026.




Summary of Changes
	No.
	Change
	Program
	API Users (real-time & bulk)
	Spreadsheet Users
	Breaking change

	1.
	DAC removal for 50122
	50122
	“is_disadvantaged_community” and
“contractor_dac_incentive” data fields will be removed.
	“Is disadvantaged community?” and
“Contractor DAC incentive payment” data fields will be removed.
	Yes

	2.
	DAC map selection for 50121
	50121
	States must notify PNNL whether they intend to use the Address Service API for disadvantaged community (DAC) status verification.

States that plan to use the Address Service API to determine the DAC status of an address must provide PNNL with the DAC map they intend to use no later than August 1, 2026. States planning to use the currently loaded maps should also confirm this with PNNL. This requirement applies to all states that are actively using the API.

The description for “is_disadvantaged_community” in the Address Service API response is being changed to specify that the field is only applicable to 50121.

States that do not provide a map for use in the Address Service API for DAC status identification will be required to begin reporting the “is_disadvantaged_community” data field in the reservation or “Is disadvantaged community?” in the spreadsheet.
	Possible

	3.
	Restrictions on non-electric to electric appliance upgrades
	50122
	Reservations for following upgrade types: Heat Pump Water Heater, Heat Pump Clothes Dryer and Electric Cooking Appliance will be rejected if “fuel_type” data field is a non-electric fuel.

	Reservations for following upgrade types: Heat Pump Water Heater, Heat Pump Clothes Dryer and Electric Cooking Appliance must not include non-electric fuel in the existing system fuel type.
	Yes

	4.
	 Heat Pump Changes
	50122
	Additional attestation field: For the product type “HEAT_PUMP_FOR_SPACE_HEATING_OR_COOLING” there will be an additional attestation for homes with non-electric HVAC systems installing a Heat Pump. This attestation affirms that the dwelling will retain existing fossil-fuel HVAC systems when installing a heat pump, even if the heat pump will not become the primary source of heating and cooling
	Additional attestation field: For the product type “HEAT_PUMP_FOR_SPACE_HEATING_OR_COOLING” there will be an additional attestation for homes with non-electric HVAC systems installing a Heat Pump. This attestation affirms that the dwelling will retain existing fossil-fuel HVAC systems when installing a heat pump, even if the heat pump will not become the primary source of heating and cooling
	Yes

	5.
	New construction cost-effectiveness attestation
	50122
	Addition of a new attestation field for project type ‘new construction’
	Addition of a new attestation field for project type ‘new construction’
	Yes

	6.
	Mail-in rebate disclosure
	50122
	Addition of an optional field to report a mail-in rebate “is_mail_in_rebate” 

	Addition of an optional field to indicate there was a mail-in rebate “Is mail in rebate?” 

	No

	7.
	Insulation and Air Sealing Prerequisite Attestation
	50122
	Addition of a new attestation to Limited Home Assessment “insulation_and_air_sealing_
prerequisite_attestation”

	Addition of a new attestation to Limited Home Assessment “State attests to insulation and air_sealing 
prerequisite?”

	Yes

	8.
	Expanded DIY eligibility
	50122
	Allowing all upgrade types except “HEAT_PUMP_FOR_SPACE_HEATING_OR_COOLING “ to be a DIY reservation
	Allowing all upgrade types except “HEAT_PUMP_FOR_SPACE_HEATING_OR_COOLING” to be a DIY “Installation type”.
	No

	9.
	Reservation Date
	Both 
	Addition of optional field “project_reservation_date”
	Addition of optional field “Project reservation date”.
	No

	10.
	Multifamily Building Identification Extension
	Both
	When applicable, include a new field “building_name_or_number”
	When applicable, include a new field “Building name or number”.
	No

	11.
	Safety Checks change
	Both
	Update on attestation language and scope on the existing "confirm_all_safety_check_results_disclosed_to_homeowner" field.  Safety check results can either be reported on an individual basis or through the updated safety checks attestation field.
	Update on attestation language and scope on the existing " “Were all safety check results disclosed to the homeowner?" field.  Safety check results can either be reported on an individual basis or through the safety checks attestation field.
	No

	Non-API Changes

	12.
	Removal of Energy Star's requirement for 50121 post-retrofit files.
	50121
	No changes in reporting to the API. For ‘50121 post-retrofit files “If HP added, does it meet Energy Star's requirement for cold climate HPs?” will no longer be required
	No changes in reporting to the API. For ‘50121 post-retrofit files “If HP added, does it meet Energy Star's requirement for cold climate HPs?” will no longer be required
	No

	13.
	Removal of requirement for “Geotagged photos of all home components that were upgraded” in 50121
	50121
	The photos were previously required to be retained and are no longer required to be retained.
	The photos were previously required to be retained and are no longer required to be retained.
	No

	14.
	Allowance to direct rebate payments to a third-party aggregator, such as a lender, in 50121.
	50121
	No reporting changes. States must retain this information.
	No reporting changes. States must retain this information.
	No


Additional implementation guidance and release notifications will be provided as schema updates and spreadsheet templates become available.
Implementation Timeline
API Users (Real-Time API and Bulk Reporting API)
Schema updates will be released incrementally to the test environment and subsequently production as development is completed. API users are encouraged to begin generating compliant payloads as soon as support for each update becomes available.
To minimize impact, some changes will go into effect as optional and at a later, to be determined, date may become required. 
Beginning September 1, 2026, the API will enforce the requirements outlined in the Program Notices. Payloads that do not comply with these requirements will not be eligible to create reservations.
Spreadsheet Users
[bookmark: _DAC__Removal]All spreadsheet-related changes will be released together as part of a new version of the spreadsheet template. Implementers using the Spreadsheet Upload workflow should transition to the updated template once it becomes available. New templates will be released after all changes to the real-time API are completed, but no later than September 1, 2026.


DAC Removal for 50122
The API's handling of Disadvantaged Community (DAC) eligibility and incentives will be updated to align with the program notice. 
Required Action
API Users
DAC incentives will no longer be supported for 50122 projects. No immediate action is required, as the DAC incentive is currently an optional field for 50122 reservations and DAC incentives may continue to be provided through August 31, 2026. However, to ensure future compatibility and support programs that wish to comply before the deadline, states/implementers may begin submitting 50122 reservations with:
“is_disadvantaged_community”: false
When the Program Notice changes are fully implemented, these changes will be deployed on September 1, 2026:
· “is_disadvantaged_community” must be removed from all 50122 payloads; otherwise, the reservation will be rejected.
· “contractor_dac_incentive” must be removed from all 50122 payloads; otherwise, the reservation will be rejected.
Spreadsheet Users
DAC incentive-related fields will be removed from future versions of the 50122-spreadsheet template.
[bookmark: _DAC_map_selection]

DAC map selection for 50121
Under the Program Notice, states must define their DAC areas and establish the mapping methodology that will be used to determine DAC eligibility.
Required Action
API Users
States that wish to use the API to determine DAC eligibility must provide the required DAC map configuration. States are required to communicate if their existing map aligns with the State’s new definition or if they will be supplying new map shape files for implementation. New files must be provided by August 1, 2026, to ensure they can be loaded in time to meet the compliance deadline. 
Map shape files are anticipated to be provided in an ESRI shapefile format with groupings associated file extensions (.shp, .shx, .dbf, .prj, etc.).  ESRI shapefile fomat files can be exported from map layers created in ArcGIS or other open-source GIS software.  Shapefile layers are also shall contain a Boolean feature that clearly defines DAC eligibility on a -per jurisdiction basis, e.g., “disadvantaged_community”: true.  The specific map layer feature indicating DAC status shall be communicated when delivering associated shapefiles.
If a DAC map configuration has not been provided by September 1, 2026, 50121 reservations will be required to include the “is_disadvantaged_community” field to report whether an upgrade occurred within a disadvantaged community per the state’s screening criteria. 
Additionally, for states utilizing the address service API, the description for “is_disadvantaged_community” in the Address Service API response is being changed to clarify that the field is only applicable to 50121.

Spreadsheet Users
States that wish to use the API to determine DAC eligibility must provide the required DAC map configuration. States are required to communicate if their existing map aligns with the State’s new definition or if they will be supplying new map shape fields for implementation. New files must be provided by August 1, 2026 to ensure they can be loaded in time to meet the compliance deadline. If a DAC map configuration has not been provided by September 1, 2026, reservations will be required to include data in the “is_disadvantaged_community” column to report whether an upgrade occurred within a disadvantaged community per the state’s screening criteria. 

Restrictions on non-electric to electric appliance upgrades 
To align with the updated Program Notice, the API will implement new restrictions on QEP eligibility. Rebates for replacing non-electric appliances with electric appliances will no longer be permitted. Instead, rebates will be limited to upgrades from existing electric equipment to more efficient electric equipment. HVAC and electric appliance installations in new construction projects will continue to be eligible, as will supplemental electric upgrades where the existing fossil-fuel equipment remains in place and is not being replaced (see item #5 for additional details).
The new restriction applies to the following upgrade types:
· Heat Pump Water Heater
· Heat Pump Clothes Dryer
· Electric Cooking Appliance
Reservations that do not comply with these requirements will be rejected once the Program Notice changes are enforced.
Required Action
API Users
Implementers are encouraged to begin validating these requirements within their own systems before platform enforcement begins. For the affected upgrade types, reservations should not include upgrades that convert:
Non-Electric to Electric
Spreadsheet Users
Spreadsheet users will be required to use the updated spreadsheet template starting September 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _Eligibility_exceptions_for]

[bookmark: _Heat_Pump_Changes]Heat Pump Changes 
For dwellings with existing fossil-fuel HVAC equipment, the product type “HEAT_PUMP_FOR_SPACE_HEATING_OR_COOLING” is eligible for installation in dwelling units primarily heated by fossil-fuel systems only if the dwellings will retain the existing fossil-fuel HVAC systems.
Required Action
API Users	
There will be an added attestation for Heat Pump upgrades:
“state_attests_existing_fossil_fuel_system_not_replaced”: true
This attestation must be included in the reservation payload when a heat pump is installed within a dwelling unit that is primarily heated by a fossil-fuel system.
Spreadsheet Users
A new column will be added to the spreadsheet template to capture this attestation. Implementers should populate this field whenever the installation combination applies (i.e., the existing equipment is non-electric) to confirm that the existing fossil-fuel system is not being replaced and will remain as supplemental or backup equipment.
[bookmark: _New_Construction_Cost]

New Construction Cost Effectiveness Attestation
A new attestation requirement is being introduced for new construction projects. When a project is identified as new construction, the reservation must include a state attestation affirming: 
“The project meets the applicable state-defined cost-effectiveness requirements.”
Required Action
API Users
When:
“construction_type”: “NEW”
include the following field in the reservation payload:
“state_attests_new_construction_cost_effectiveness”: true
This attestation is required for all applicable new construction reservations.
Spreadsheet Users
A new column will be added to the spreadsheet template to capture this attestation. Users must populate this field for all projects where “construction_type” is identified as “NEW” .



Mail-in Rebate Disclosure
A new optional mail-in rebate disclosure is being introduced to identify projects that include a mail-in rebate. When applicable, product redemption can include this disclosure as an indicator that the project is being processed as a mail-in rebate. 
To limit breaking changes, we have opted to make this optional to begin, but it is suggested that all users begin using this field as soon as feasible, as this field may become required in the future.
Required Action
API Users
For projects that include a mail-in rebate, include the following optional field in the product redemption payload: 
“is_mail_in_rebate”: true

Spreadsheet Users
A new optional column will be added to the spreadsheet template to capture this disclosure. Users can provide and populate this field for all applicable mail-in rebate projects.
[bookmark: _Insulation_and_Air]

Insulation and Air Sealing Prerequisite Attestation
A new attestation field is being added to the Limited Home Assessment (LHA) payload to include confirmation that homes utilize rebates for insulation and air sealing before installing heating and cooling upgrades, unless they are already appropriately insulated and sealed to a DOE-approved, state-specified level, to ensure upgrades do not increase consumer energy costs.
The new field, “insulation_and_air_sealing_prerequisite_attestation”, allows implementers to indicate whether insulation and air sealing upgrades will be required prior to installing heating and cooling upgrades.
This field will be required and must contain one of the following values:
· Upgrades Required: Insulation and air sealing upgrades will be completed before installing heating or cooling upgrades 
· Meets State Threshold: The dwelling adequately meets the state-defined insulation and air sealing thresholds, and additional insulation and air sealing upgrades are not required before installing heating or cooling upgrades.
Required Action
API Users
Update Limited Home Assessment integrations to include the new required field:
“insulation_and_air_sealing_prerequisite_attestation”: ‘upgrades required’ or ‘meets_state_threshold’
All new Limited Home Assessment payloads must include this field starting on September 1, 2026.
Spreadsheet Users
A new column will be added to the Limited Home Assessment section of the spreadsheet template to capture this attestation. 

[bookmark: _Expanded_DIY_eligibility]

Expanded DIY Eligibility 
The list of measures eligible for the DIY workflow is being expanded.
Currently, several upgrade types require contractor installation. Under the updated policy, only the Heat Pump for Space Heating and Cooling upgrade type will remain contractor-only. All other upgrade types will be allowed through the DIY workflow. 
Required Action
API Users
If states wish to expand allowability of DIY to the additional QEPs, users should review workflow logic and user interfaces that restrict measure selection within DIY projects and systems should be updated to allow all eligible upgrade types except Heat Pump to be submitted through the DIY workflow.
Spreadsheet Users
No action is required, but users must use the updated spreadsheet template to allow the expanded DIY eligibility.

[bookmark: _Reservation_date]

Project Reservation Date
A new optional field, “project_reservation_date”, is being added to the reservation payload.
This field allows implementers to report the date on which a reservation was created within their own system. If no value is provided, the Rebate API will continue to automatically assign the reservation creation timestamp.
Historically, the Rebate API has relied on the system-generated timestamp associated with record creation. However, for some implementation models, the date a reservation is submitted to the API may differ from the date it was created within the implementer's system.
The new “project_reservation_date” field enables implementers to preserve the actual reservation date for reporting, analytics, and program administration purposes. It is also useful in scenarios where a reservation record must be deleted and recreated, allowing the original reservation date to be retained rather than replaced with a new API-generated timestamp.
To limit breaking changes, we have opted to make this optional to begin, but it is suggested that all users begin using this field as soon as feasible, as this field may become required in the future.
States must complete the following workflow steps before documenting or reporting a reservation:
1. Identified and verified the address 
2. Determined the building and construction type 
3. Gathered the claimant’s type and information 
4. Conducted income qualification and confirmed income bucket 
5. Identified upgrade types (50121 and 50122) and installation type (50122) 
6. Completed the energy modeling (modeled) or gathered the pre-retrofit energy usage information (measured) (50121) 
7. Reserved funding for the project and documented reservation in state system (and the PNNL API, if using it in real-time) 
8. Notification of claimant of approval under prior guidance is underway 
Required Action
API Users
Implementers may optionally begin populating “project_reservation_date” when creating reservations. 
If the field is not reported, the API will apply the system-generated timestamp corresponding to when the reservation payload is received by the system for real-time API reporting. For bulk reporting and spreadsheet reporting approaches, this system-generated reservation timestamp is the timestamp when the rebate is processed by the system. 
Spreadsheet Users
A new column will be added to the spreadsheet template for “project_reservation_date”. Completion of this field is optional. If left blank, the API will apply the system-generated timestamp to this field.
[bookmark: _Multifamily_Building_Identification]


Multifamily Building Identification Extension 
A new field, “building_name_or_number”, is being added to support multifamily properties that contain multiple buildings sharing the same “address_id”. 
Historically, the Home Energy Rebates API has used “address_id” as the primary identifier for a building. In some multifamily rebate scenarios, multiple buildings share the same address and therefore receive the same “address_id”. This can make it difficult to distinguish between buildings when submitting reservations and redemptions. 
The new “building_name_or_number” field provides a mechanism to identify individual buildings located at the same “address_id”. This field functions similarly to the existing “unit_name_or_number” field used to distinguish individual dwelling units. 
This enhancement only applies when the user determines:
· A multifamily property contains multiple buildings
· Those buildings share the same “address_id”
· The implementing system is unable to generate unique address identifiers for each building.
· If none of these conditions apply, no action is required.
Required Action
API Users
This field is optional. If your project meets the scenario where this data will enhance project tracking, begin providing a consistent value for “building_name_or_number” when creating reservations and redemptions (e.g., Building A, Building 1, North Building, etc). This value should remain consistent between reservations. 
Spreadsheet Users
A new optional field will be added to the spreadsheet template for “building_name_or_number”.


[bookmark: _Safety_Checks_Change]Safety Checks Changes
The description of the existing attestation within safety checks:
“confirm_all_safety_check_results_disclosed_to_homeowner”: true
is being expanded. Also, all the other individual health and safety checks in the payload will become optional, and users can provide only the attestation without reporting all other health and safety check fields.
The attestation will now confirm that for every home energy upgrade project that is installed:
· The contractor completed all health and safety testing as required by state and/or municipal building codes and standards. If any health and safety issues are identified, the issues will be remedied as required by the state or municipality.
· If a post-retrofit inspection was conducted, issues that resulted in a failed inspection will be remedied as required by the state or municipality.
· If the upgrade project impacted fossil-fuel systems in the home, the contractor completed combustion safety testing, and the state will maintain proof of testing.
· The homeowner was informed of all the health and safety test results.
Required Action
API Users
No payload changes are required. States/implementers should review their workflows and homeowner communications to ensure compliance with the expanded attestation requirement.
Spreadsheet Users
No spreadsheet changes are required. States/implementers should review their workflows and homeowner communications to ensure compliance with the expanded attestation requirement.

