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If something cannot go on forever, then 
it will eventually stop.

--Herbert Stein
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Do physical measures of scarcity tell the 
whole story?

• Water scarcity index
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An economic model of water scarcity
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Experiment design – impact and uncertainty
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Comparison of physical and economic 
scarcity measures
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The human system can amplify or suppress 
uncertainty from physical drivers

Uncertainty in physical drivers

Uncertainty in human system response
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Experiment design – scenario matrix
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Physical scarcity and economic scarcity can 
tell different stories

Positive ImpactNegative Impact
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Influence of scenario components
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