

Daily Excavation/Trenches Safety Inspection Checklist and Inspection Log
	[bookmark: Text1]Site Location:      
	[bookmark: Text2]Project #:      
	Jurisdiction: ☐Federal  ☐WA State
	Soil Type: Type C

	[bookmark: Text3]Description of Work:      

	A supervisor/competent person shall make daily safety inspections of excavations/trenches, adjacent areas, and protective systems for evidence of situations that could result in possible cave-ins, indications of failure of protective systems, hazardous atmospheres, and other hazardous conditions. The supervisor/competent person shall conduct inspections daily and after other potential hazard increasing occurrences (heavy rain, etc.). These inspections are required only when worker exposure can be reasonably anticipated in excavations over 4 feet (Washington DOSH) and 5 feet (Federal OSHA) when occupied by workers.

	COMPLETE CHECKLIST AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH SHIFT


	Site Assessment
	
	Shielding/Shoring System

	Utilities marked/verified, protected as needed?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Shoring equipment inspected and in good condition?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Traffic control plan needed?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Excavation is <2 feet below the bottom of the support system?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Area around excavation protected & barricaded?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Support system is stable/secure?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Water accumulation controlled?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Support system installed per manufacturers specifications?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Sloping system checked for evidence of failure (soil distress, fissures, structural damage, etc.)?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Where there is exposure on an open end of a support system, sloping, plates or panels are used to prevent cave-ins?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Confined space evaluation where applicable?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Support system extends at least 18” above the top of the excavation?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Employees briefed on associated hazards?
	☐YES ☐N/A
	Safe access/egress is provided (no more than 25 feet away)?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	General Precautions

	Adequate boundaries/barricading have been established?
	☐YES
☐N/A
	Foundations, structures, appurtenances, etc. have been evaluated/supported?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Ladders extend 36” above top of protective system?
	☐YES
☐N/A
	Walkways/bridges with standard guardrails provided where employees are required to cross the excavation/trench?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Spoils kept at least 2ft. back from the edge of excavation?
	☐YES
☐N/A
	Any changes to scope, site conditions or hazards reviewed with employees?
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Surcharge loads evaluated for potential sidewall failure?
	☐YES
☐N/A
	Thrust blocks/mechanical restraints verified in place (hydrants, water main T’s, Y’s, 90’s and 45’s)
	☐YES
☐N/A

	Protective System Used (select all that apply)
	
	Shielding/Shoring System Used (Select all that apply)

	Shielding/Shoring
	☐	☐ Hydraulic Shoring
	☐ Trench Boxes

	Sloping (1 ½ : 1 minimum)
	☐	☐ Speed Shoring
	☐ Engineered System

	Engineered System (>20ft. in depth requires design from professional engineer. Maintain plans on site.)
	☐	[bookmark: Text4]Other (describe):      

	[bookmark: Text5]Comments:      

	DATE
	TIME
	COMMENTS/ISSUES
	CORRECTIVE ACTION
	COMPETENT PERSON
	Safe to Enter
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TRENCH SAFETY REFERENCE GUIDE

« Trenches 5 feet deep or greater require a protective system. If less than 5
feet deep, a competent person may determine that a protective system is
not required.

« Trenches 20 feet deep or greater require that the protestive system be
designed by a registered professional engineer.

Competent Person

« Acompetent person is an individual who is capable of identifying existing
and predictable hazards or working conditions that are hazardous to
workers, soil types and protective systems required, and who is authorized
to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate these hazards and
conditions.

« Before any worker entry a competent person must inspect trenches daily
and as conditions change to ensure elimination of excavation hazards.

Access and Egress

 OSHA requires safe access and egress to all excavations, including
ladders, steps, ramps, or other safe means of exit for employees working
in trench excavations 4 feet o deeper. These devices must be located
within 25 feet of all workers.

General Trenching and Excavation Rules

« Keep heavy equipment away from trench edges.

« Identify other sources that might affect trench stability.

« Keep excavated soil (spoils) and other materials at least 2 feet from trench
edges.

« Know where underground utilties are located before digging.

« Test for atmospheric hazards such as low oxygen, hazardous fumes and
toxic gases when > 4 feet deep.

« Inspect trenches at the start of each shift.

« Inspect trenches following 2 rainstorm or other water intrusion.

« Do not work under suspended or raised loads and materials.

« Inspect trenches after any occurrence that could have changed conditions
in the trench.

« Ensure that personnel wear high visibility or other suitable clothing when
exposed to vehicular traffic.

Protective Systems

There are different types of protective systems

SHIELDING — Protects workers by using trench boxes or other types of

supports to prevent soil cave-ins.

« If a trench box or other support system is used there can be no more than
2 feet or less below the bottom of the members of a support system.

« There can be no more than a 12-inch gap total on each side of a trench
box. In other words, if there is a 4-inch gap on one side there can be an 8-
inch gap on the other side for a total of 12-inches.

SHORING — Requires installing aluminum hydraulic or other types of supports

to prevent soil movement and cave-ins.

SLOPING - Involves cutting back the trench wall at an angle inclined away

from the excavation.

Excavations Made in Type C Soil

1. All simple slope excavations 20 feet or less in depth shall have a

maximum allowable slope of 1-1/2:1

L ~

SIMPLE SLOPE

2. All excavations 20 feet or less in depth which have vertically sided lower
portions shall be shielded or supported to a height at least 18 inches
above the top of the vertical side. All such excavations shall have a
maximum allowable slope of 1-1/2:1.

Support or shield system

BENCHING — Is a method of protecting workers from cave-ins by excavating
the sides of an excavation to form one or a series of horizontal levels or steps,
usually with vertical or near vertical surfaces between levels.

BENCHING CANNOT BE DONE IN TYPE C SOIL.
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