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Summary

This document presents the climatological data measured at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Hanford
Site for calendar year 2001. Pacific Northwest National Laboratory' operates the Hanford Meteorology
Station and the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network from which these data were collected. This
report contains updated historical information for temperature, precipitation, normal and extreme values
of temperature and precipitation, and other miscellaneous meteorological parameters. Further, the data
are adjunct to and update Hoitink et al. (1999, 2000, 2001) and Hoitink and Burk (1994, 1995, 1996,
1997, 1998); however, data from Appendix B - Wind Climatology (Hoitink et al. 1994) are excluded.

Calendar year 2001 was slightly warmer than normal® at the Hanford Meteorology Station with an
average temperature of 54.3°F, 0.7°F above normal (53.6°F). The hottest temperature was 106°F on
July 4, while the coldest was 16°F on December 25. For the 12-month period, 8 months were warmer
than normal, and 4 months were cooler than normal.

Precipitation for 2001 totaled 6.66 inches, 95% of normal (6.98 inches); calendar year snowfall
totaled 15.1 inches (compared to the normal of 15.4 inches).

Calendar year 2001 had an average wind speed of 7.6 mph, which was normal (7.6 mph). There were
31 days with peak gusts 240 mph, compared to a yearly average of 27 days. The peak gust during the
year was 69 mph on December 16.

November 2001 established new records for both days and hours with dense fog (visibility
<1/4 mile). There were 14 days and 99.4 hours of dense fog reported, compared to an average of 5.5 days
with 22.0 hours. The previous record was 13 days in 1965 and 71.4 hours in 1952.

The heating-degree days for 2000-2001 were 5,516 (7% above the 5,160 normal). Cooling-degree
days for 2001 were 1,092 (8% above the 1,014 normal).

For inquiries regarding this report, contact Mr. D. J. Hoitink at Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory, P.O. Box 999, Richland, Washington 99352, or by electronic mail at dana.j.hoitink@pnl.gov.

! Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is operated by Battelle for the U.S. Department of Energy.
* Normals for the 2001 summary are 30 year averages based on the period 1971-2000.
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Notes on Units of Measure

This document mainly uses English units (e.g., miles per hour [mph], inches, feet, or degrees
Fahrenheit [°F]) when presenting all information. This decision to use English units was based on the
fact that English units are still the standard in National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(specifically, the National Climatic Data Center and National Weather Service) reporting and
publications.

Throughout this document the term “normal” is used to indicate climatological normal, defined as an
average value over a period of years of any meteorological element such as temperature, pressure, and
rainfall. The convention uses a 30-year time period, ending with the first year of each new decade (such
as 1951-1980, 1961-1990, 1971-2000). The time period used for climatological normals for comparative
purposes in this document is 1971-2000.

Some useful conversions between English units and metric equivalents are:

1 foot (ft) = 0.3048 meter (m)

1 mile (mi) = 1.609 kilometers (km)

1 inch (in.) = 2.54 centimeters (cm)

1 mile per hour (mph) = 0.447 meter/second (m/s)
degrees Fahrenheit (°F) = (9/5 x °C) + 32

degrees Celsius (°C) = 5/9 x (°F -32)

1 langley = 1gm-cal/cm’
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1.0 Introduction

The U.S. Department of Energy’s Hanford Site lies within the semiarid shrub-steppe (see Appen-
dix B) Pasco Basin of the Columbia Plateau in southeastern Washington State. The Hanford Site
occupies an area of ~586 square miles north of the confluence of the Snake and Yakima Rivers with the
Columbia River (DOE 1999). The Columbia River flows through the northern part of the Hanford Site
and, turning south, forms part of the site’s eastern boundary. The Yakima River runs along part of the
southern boundary and joins the Columbia River below the city of Richland, which bounds the Hanford
Site on the southeast. Rattlesnake Mountain, Yakima Ridge, and Umtanum Ridge form the southwestern
and western boundaries. The Saddle Mountains form the northern boundary of the Hanford Site.

The Cascade Range, beyond Yakima to the west, greatly influences the climate of the Hanford Site
area by its rain shadow effect. The regional temperatures, precipitation, and winds are greatly affected by
the presence of mountain barriers. The Rocky Mountains and ranges in southern British Columbia are
effective in protecting the inland basin from the more severe cold polar air masses moving south across
Canada and from the winter storms associated with them.

This document presents the calendar year 2001 climatological data summary for the Hanford Meteor-
ology Station and additional information for temperature, wind, precipitation, and other meteorological
parameters for the Hanford Meteorology Station and the automated stations of the Hanford Meteorolog-
ical Monitoring Network. Climatological normal and extreme values for temperature and precipitation
are also presented. Currently, 30 monitoring stations are located within and near the U.S. Department
of Energy’s Hanford Site (Table 1.1, Figure 1.1). A detailed description of each monitoring station,
including photographs of the topography surrounding each site, is provided in Glantz and Islam (1988),
and excerpts from this document are included in Appendix C. A description of instrumentation and
calibration is provided in DOE (2000).

Operation of the Hanford Meteorology Station is a function of the Meteorological and Climatological
Services Project funded by the U.S. Department of Energy. This project, managed by the Pacific North-
west National Laboratory, is responsible for providing the U.S. Department of Energy and Hanford Site
contractors ongoing meteorological and climatological services, primarily for emergency response
activities, Hanford Site work scheduling, and general site safety. Detailed, real-time meteorological data
are needed in the event of a release of hazardous material to the atmosphere from any of the Hanford Site
facilities. These data can be used to model atmospheric dispersion and to estimate the environmental
impact of the release. Meteorological data and weather forecasts also are necessary to ensure that
operations and activities on the Hanford Site are conducted safely, particularly where specific weather
conditions might affect those operations or activities. The climatological database also is used in
environmental studies, environmental impact reports, facility design, and planning operations.

During the period April 1912 through March 1943, cooperative observers for the U.S. Weather
Bureau (now the National Weather Service) recorded daily maximum and minimum temperatures and
precipitation, including measurements of unmelted snow at the Old Hanford Townsite ~10 miles east-
northeast of the present Hanford Meteorology Station. From late 1943 until mid-1944, the U.S. Weather

1.1
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Table 1.1. Station Numbers, Names, and Codes for the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network

Station Station Station Longitude Latitude Period of
Number Station Name Code Elevation (ft) Degrees Degrees Operation
1 Prosser Barricade PROS 480 119.412 46.392 01/82 - Present
2 Emergency Operations Center EOC 1,240 119.537 46.392 01/82 - Present
3 Army Loop Road ARMY 565 119.551 46.489 01/82 - Present
4 Rattlesnake Springs RSPG 680 119.700 46.506 01/82 - Present
5 Edna EDNA 410 119.397 46.587 01/82 - Present
6 200 East 200E 680 119.521 46.556 01/82 - Present
7 200 West 200W 650 119.663 46.543 01/82 - Present
8 Beverly BVLY 555 119.944 46.752 08/91 - Present
9 Fast Flux Test Facility FFTF 570 119.360 46.430 01/82 - Present
10 Yakima Barricade YAKB 795 119.726 46.578 01/82 - Present
11 300 Area 300A 390 119.286 46.364 01/82 - Present
12 Wye Barricade WYEB 550 119.391 46.482 01/82 - Present
13 100-N 100N 460 119.551 46.689 01/82 - Present
14 WNP-2 WPPS 450 119.345 46.470 01/82 - Present
15 Franklin County FRNK 875 119.238 46.417 01/82 - Present
16 Gable Mountain GABL 1,085 119.460 46.598 01/82 - Present
17 Ringold RING 620 119.238 46.545 01/82 - Present
18 Richland Airport RICH 390 119.301 46.301 01/82 - Present
19 Plutonium Finishing Plant-200W  PFP 675 119.633 46.545 02/94 - Present
20 Rattlesnake Mountain RMTN 3,560 119.593 46.394 01/82 - Present
21 Hanford Meteorology Station HMS 733 119.599 46.563 01/82 - Present
22 Pasco Airport PASC 410 119.114 46.257 10/87 - Present
23 Gable West GABW 490 119.558 46.612 03/86 - Present
24 100-F 100F 410 119.452 46.635 03/86 - Present
25 Vernita Bridge VERN 430 119.728 46.641 02/88 - Present
26 Benton City BENT 1,055 119.608 46.290 02/95 - Present
27 Tri-City Vocational Skills Center =~ VSTA 505 119.201 46.218 02/91 - Present
28 Roosevelt, WA SURF 350 120.218 45.744 09/94 - Present
29 100-K 100K 450 119.578 46.657 03/96 - Present
30 HAMMER HAMR 450 119.326 46.356 01/98 - Present

Bureau recorded some meteorological operations in Richland. Then, in 1944 as part of the Manhattan
Project, the Hanford Meteorology Station was established. Hourly observations began on December 7,
1944.

The Hanford Meteorology Station and its 408-foot instrument tower are located near the center of the
Hanford Site between the 200 West and 200 East Areas (see Figure 1.1). Hourly observations of wind
direction, wind speed, and air temperature are made at multiple levels on the 408-foot tower. Throughout
this document, wind measurements from the Hanford Meteorology Station are reported from the 50-foot
level and temperature measurements are reported from the 3-foot level. A variety of other meteorological
variables also are measured or observed, including current weather, dew point temperature, relative
humidity, precipitation, atmospheric pressure, cloud cover, visibility, and solar radiation. Several clima-
tological summaries of data collected at the Hanford Meteorology Station, at the Old Hanford Townsite,
and Richland monitoring locations were published over the past 30 years (Jenne and Kerns 1959; Stone
et al. 1972, 1983; Hoitink and Burk 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998; Hoitink et al. 1999, 2000, 2001).
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This document is composed of the following information. The 2001 calendar year summary of
climatological data for the Hanford Site is contained in Section 2.0. Temperature, precipitation, wind,
and miscellaneous climatological statistics are contained in Sections 3.0 through 6.0, respectively.
Section 7.0 contains information on extreme value analysis. Section 8.0 lists the references cited in the
document, and Section 9.0 provides a bibliography of database, computer code, and other pertinent
reports. Appendix A gives the station-specific wind roses and joint frequency distributions for 2001.
Appendix B describes in detail the climate classification of the Mid-Columbia region. Appendix C
provides a description of the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network.
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2.0 Calendar Year 2001 Summary

This section summarizes weather conditions for calendar year 2001. More detailed information can
be found in Section 3.0 Temperature Climatology, Section 4.0 Precipitation Climatology, and Section 5.0
Wind Climatology.

The 2000-2001 winter season (December 2000, January and February 2001) was cooler than normal,
averaging 32.9°F, 0.9° below normal (33.8°F). The warmest winter (1966-1967) averaged 40.6°F, while
the coldest (1948-1949) averaged 24.2°F. Winter season precipitation totaled 1.38 inches, 52% of normal
(2.66 inches). The wettest winter (1996-1997) received 5.45 inches, and the driest (1946-1947) received
0.70 inch. Snowfall for the winter season totaled 15.1 inches, compared to a normal of 15.4 inches.

Spring 2001 (March, April, and May) was slightly warmer than normal, averaging 54.0°F, 0.2° above
normal (53.8°F). The warmest spring, in 1992, averaged 58.2°F, while the coolest, in 1955, averaged
only 48.0°F. Precipitation for the spring season totaled 1.58 inches, which was normal. The wettest
spring, in 1995, received 3.28 inches, while the driest, in 1968, received only 0.09 inch. The peak gust
for the spring months was 56 mph on March 13.

The 2001 summer season (June, July, and August) averaged 73.4°F, 0.3° below normal (73.7°F). The
warmest summer, in 1958, averaged 78.2°F, while the coolest, in 1980, averaged 70.2°F. The highest
maximum temperature (through August) was 106°F on July 4. Summer season precipitation totaled
1.40 inches, 147% of normal (0.95 inch). The wettest summer, in 1950, received 2.99 inches, while the

driest, in 1973, received only 0.03 inch. The peak wind gusts for the summer months were 44 mph on
June 14 and 24.

The autumn season of 2001 (September, October, and November) was warmer than normal, averag-
ing 55.1°F, 2.1° above normal (53.0°F). The warmest autumn, in 1990, averaged 57.1°F; while the cool-
est, in 1985, averaged 44.5°F. Autumn precipitation totaled 2.17 inches, 121% of normal (1.80 inches).
The wettest autumn received 4.79 inches (1973), while the driest received only 0.04 inch (1976). The
peak gust for the autumn months was 63 mph on October 23.

The following are some additional statistics for 2001:

Number Record
Category of Days Normal Maximum Minimum
Maximum temperatures =100°F 14 13 28 1
Maximum temperatures 290°F 59 52 79 29
Maximum temperatures <32°F 15 24 58 2
Minimum temperatures =70°F 8 7 21 0
Minimum temperatures <32°F 111 105 139 77
Minimum temperatures <0°F 0 3 18 0
Thunderstorms 8 10 23 3
Fog (visibility <6 mi) 64 47 76 22
Dense fog (visibility <0.25 mi) 36 24 42 9
Peak wind gusts <12 mph 45 50 87 28
Peak wind gusts 225 mph 161 156 192 123
Peak wind gusts 240 mph 31 27 57 10
Peak wind gusts 250 mph 9 5 18 0
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2.1 Temperature

Calendar year 2001 was warmer than normal at the Hanford Meteorology Station. The average
temperature was 54.3°F, 0.7° above normal (53.6°F). The warmest years on record are 1992 and 1998,
which averaged 56.4°F; the coldest year on record is 1985, which averaged 49.6°F. The hottest
temperature of 2001 was 106°F on July 4, while the coldest was 16°F on December 25. Calendar year
2001 recorded 59 days with maximum temperatures = 90°F compared to a normal of 52 days, a maximum
of 79 days in 1967, and a minimum of 29 days in 1980. There were 14 days when the 2100°F maximum
temperatures were normal of 13 days, a maximum of 28 days in 1958, and a minimum of 1 day in 1954.

Eight months during the year were warmer than normal, and 4 months cooler than normal. Two
months departed from normal by more than 3°, with September 3.1° above normal and December 3.2°
above normal.

The average temperature for January 2001 was above normal, averaging 33.4°F, 1.6° above normal
(31.8°F). The warmest January occurred in 1953 and averaged 42.5°F, while the coldest, in 1950,
averaged 12.1°F.

The average temperature for February 2001 was below normal, averaging 35.7°F, 2.2° below normal
(37.9°F). Every day from February 7 through 22 had a below normal average temperature. The warmest
February occurred in 1958 and averaged 44.5°F, while the coldest, in 1956, averaged 25.6°F. No new
daily temperature records were established during the month.

The 2000-2001 winter season (December 2000, January and February 2001) was cooler than normal,
averaging 32.9°F, 0.9° below normal (33.8°F). The warmest winter (1966-1967) averaged 40.6°F, while
the coldest (1948-1949) averaged 24.2°F.

The average temperature for March 2001 was slightly above normal, averaging 46.8°F, 0.7° above
normal (46.1°F). The warmest March occurred in 1992 and averaged 51.5°F, while the coldest, in 1955,
averaged 39.4°F.

The average temperature for April 2001 was below normal, averaging 51.4°F, 2.1° below normal
(53.5°F). The warmest April occurred in 1994 and averaged 58.2°F, while the coldest, in 1955, averaged
47.5°F.

The average temperature for May 2001 was above normal, averaging 63.7°F, 1.9° above normal
(61.8°F). The warmest May occurred in 1947 and averaged 68.7°F, while the coolest, in 1984, averaged
56.0°F.

Spring 2001 (March, April, and May) was slightly warmer than normal, averaging 54.0°F, 0.2° above
normal (53.8°F). The warmest spring, in 1992, averaged 58.2°F, while the coolest, in 1955, averaged
only 48.0°F.
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The average temperature for June 2001 was below normal, averaging 66.5°F, 2.8° below normal
(68.3°F). The warmest June occurred in 1992 and averaged 76.8°F, while the coolest, in 1953, averaged
63.0°F. There were three days 290°F during June compared to a normal of 9 days. There was one day
>100°F compared to a June normal of 2 days.

The average temperature for July 2001 was near normal, averaging 76.0°F, 0.3° below normal
(76.3°F). The first 14 days of the month were 6.9° above normal, while the last 17 days were 6.1° below
normal. The warmest July occurred in 1985 and averaged 82.2°F, while the coolest, in 1993, averaged
70.5°F. There were 20 days 290°F during July compared to a normal of 19 days. There were 4 days
>100°F compared to a July normal of 6 days.

The average temperature for August 2001 was above normal, averaging 77.7°F, 2.3° above normal
(75.4°F). The warmest August occurred in 1967 and averaged 81.5°F, while the coolest, in 1964,
averaged 69.8°F. There were 21 days 290°F during August compared to a normal of 17 days. There
were 8 days 2100°F compared to an August normal of 5 days.

The 2001 summer season (June, July, and August) averaged 73.4°F, 0.3° below normal (73.7°F). The
warmest summer, in 1958, averaged 78.2°F, while the coolest, in 1980, averaged 70.2°F. The highest
maximum temperature during the summer season was 106°F on July 4.

The average temperature for September 2001 was above normal, averaging 69.0°F, 3.1° above
normal (65.9°F). The warmest September occurred in 1990 and averaged 72.4°F, while the coolest, in
1985, averaged 58.8°F. There were 8 days 290°F during September compared to a normal of 5 days.

The average temperature for October 2001 was slightly above normal, averaging 53.5°F, 0.5° above
normal (53.0°F). The warmest October occurred in 1988 and averaged 59.6°F, while the coolest, in 1984,
averaged 47.9°F.

The average temperature for November 2001 was above normal, averaging 42.8°F, 2.7° above normal
(40.1°F). The warmest November occurred in 1990 and averaged 46.5°F, while the coldest, in 1985,
averaged 24.8°F.

The autumn season of 2001 (September, October, and November) was warmer than normal, averag-
ing 55.1°F, 2.1° above normal (53.0°F). The warmest autumn, in 1990, averaged 57.1°F; while the
coolest, in 1985, averaged 44.5°F.

The average temperature for December 2001 was above normal, averaging 34.9°F, 3.2° above normal
(31.7°F). The warmest December occurred in 1957 and averaged 38.5°F, while the coldest, in 1985,
averaged 21.0°F.

Table 2.1 lists the daily temperature records for 2001 along with the previous record and year of
occurrence. Table 2.2 lists the monthly and annual totals for numerous meteorological variables for 2001.
Table 2.3 lists the 2001 monthly and seasonal temperature and precipitation compared to normals and
extremes. Tables 2.4, 2.5, and 2.6 list the 2001 monthly and annual average temperature, precipitation,
and wind speed, respectively, from the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network.
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Table 2.1. 2001 Daily Temperature Records (previous record and year of occurrence
in parentheses)

Maximum (°F) Minimum (°F)

Date High Low High Low
Mar 24 46 (45, 1960”)
Apr 9 28 (29, 1975®)
Apr 14 28 (29, 1983)
May 23 101 (95, 1985@)
May 24 97®(97,1999) 66 (63, 1981)
Jun 12 66 (68, 1954)
Jul 29 79 (80, 1993®)
Sep 13 66 (62, 1960®)
Sep 14 95 (94, 1998®)
Sep 24 94?94, 1952)
Nov 14 68 (65, 1995) 54 (47, 1998@)
Nov 15 49 (47, 1998)

(a) Most recent of several occurrences.
(b) Ties record.

Figure 2.1 depicts the 2001 observed daily maximum and minimum temperatures and the normal
maximum, minimum, and mean daily temperatures for the Hanford Meteorology Station.

2.2 Precipitation

Precipitation for 2001 totaled 6.66 inches, 95% of normal (6.98 inches). The wettest year was 1995
with 12.31 inches; the driest was 1976 with only 2.99 inches. Calendar year snowfall totaled 15.1 inches,
compared to an annual normal snowfall of 15.4 inches. The greatest calendar year snowfall was
57.5 inches (1996); the least was 0.6 inch (1999).

Precipitation for January 2001 was 0.29 inch, 33% of normal (0.87 inch). The wettest January, in
1970, received 2.47 inches, while the driest, in 1999, received 0.07 inch. There were 2.3 inches of snow
recorded during the month, compared to a January normal of 4.2 inches. The snowiest January, in 1950,
received 23.4 inches, while January 1994 did not receive any snow.

Precipitation for February 2001 was 0.42 inch, 62% of normal (0.68 inch). The wettest February, in
1961, received 2.10 inches, while the driest, in 1988 and earlier years, received only a trace. There were
4.3 inches of snow recorded during the month, compared to a February normal of 2.6 inch. The snowiest
February, in 1989, received 17.0 inches, while many February’s (as recently as 1988) have not received
any snow.
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Table 2.2. 2001 Climatological Data Summary

Temperatures, °F

Precipitation, inches

Degree Days . Relative
Averages Extremes Base 65, °F Snow, Ice Pellets, inches Humidity, %
g £ % % % B lE PR %
2 5| = =i 2 o N =] o0 S =i % 5 3 2 5 5 =}
= >\,§ =E| = Y 2 8 £ 5 8 Y — Y g 3 — g g 2 I g
E |5 |ZE|E| 5|28z 8|2 | 5| |8 |2 |5 |28 |8|E5|285| 8 11:2]|%
s |AaS |85 =s1ealg &3 A T A S A e =B IO a e S ORI a < | a
J 38.7 | 282 [334|+1.6 56 | 31®] 20 15 981 -47 0 01 029 | -0.58| 0.11 13 (23 |-19 0.9 21 84.8 | +7.5
F 445 | 26.8 35.7] 22| 54 | 24®| 17 17 820 | +53 0 01 042 | -026] 0.20 89 |43 |+1.7 22 8-9 || 72.4 | +1.9
M 59.0 | 347 [46.8|+0.7 | 70 | 24 23 3 562 25 0 01 0.67 |+0.09] 0.19 25 0 -0.4 0 - 592 | +2.6
A 63.5 394 |51.4| 2.1 83 | 26| 28 | 14® 411 +61 7 +2 || 0.83 | +039 | 0.51 10-11 {0 -T® 0 - 50.8 | +3.5
M 79.1 | 484 |63.7|+1.9 | 101 | 23 34 3 138 -18 98| +41 || 0.08 | -047 | 0.07 27 0 0 0 - 351 -7.9
J 79.8 | 53.1 [66.5( -2.8 | 100 | 21 44 2 56 | +23 100 -63 || 127 |+0.86 | 0.72 26-27 | 0 0 0 - 427 | +3.1
J 90.8 | 61.3 |76.0| -0.3 | 106 4 53 | 21® 0 4| 343 12| %05 | 022 002 28 0 0 0 - 34.1 | +0.7
A 934 | 620 |77.7|+23 1105 | 12 50 24 0 -5 390 +64 |[ 0.08 | -0.19 | 0.08 22-2310 0 0 - 3511 -0.5
S 84.6 | 535 169.0+3.1] 95 | 15| 38 29 30 -45 150 +47 || 0.13 | -0.20 | 0.13 25-26 | 0 0 0 - 382 | -4.1
o) 654 | 416 [53.5+05 83 1 31 28 363 -13 4 01 037 | -012] 027 30 0 -0.1 0 - 519 | -4.5
N 509 | 347 [42.8|+2.7| 68 | 14 26 290 669 -78 0 0 1.67 |+0.69 | 0.49 16-17 | 5.0 |+2.7 5.0 28 81.4 | +7.7
D 416 | 282 [349|+32| 58 | 16 16 25 936 -96 0 01 080 | -031| 028 2 35 | 23 1.9 27-28 || 78.7 | -14
Year | 659 | 42.7 |54.3]+0.7 1106 | Jul | 16 | Dec [ 4,966 | -194| 1,092 +78 || 6.66 | -0.32 | 0.72 Jun [15.1 | -0.3 5.0 Nov | 55.4 | +0.8
Total 4 25 26-27 28
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Table 2.2. (contd)

Solar Radiation, Langleys 50-ft Wind Number of Days
Mean Sky Maximum
Cover, = Temperature, Minimum
Tenths g' Peak Gusts °F Temperature, °F
?: %]
_ _ _ o} _ =
% ElR: g =z > | % | B s L 2. |=
<= % g % = é § & e % é - 2 g L; é E £ . o9 o9 o9
= g g 52| g 5 = o |83 | @ g g ] o ) = 2 5 S g 2 o 0 0 =
S > o > '3 o 2= = S 8 s > o 2, b= s z 5] 2 = e =4 Q Q >
= < =) < A A QA o] = = A < A ] A o] = T A~ N [N N Vi Vi Vi
J 8.0 +0.1 75 -32 182 31 20 1 53 -1.0 35 SW 5 0 8 1 0 0 6 28 0
F 6.2 -1.3 192 +8 343 28 56 4 6.4 -0.7 33 |[WNW 5 0 2 1 1 0 2 26 0
M 6.2 -0.6 287 -33 427 21 89 15 8.0 0.0 56 w 13 0 2 3 0 0 0 12 0
A 7.4 +1.0 330 |-120 481 9 148 2 8.6 -0.2 50 |WSwW| 28 2 0 3 0 0 0 4 0
M 4.8 -1.1 525 -24 638 31 73 14 9.1 +0.2 51 SW 28 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0
J 5.6 +0.4 522 -85 685 16 208 5 8.8 -0.2 44 | SSW 24 3 0 4 0 3 0 0 0
J 3.2 +0.2 571 -59 676 2 354 20 8.6 0.0 40 |WNW 5 3 0 0 0 20 0 0 0
A 2.3 -1.0 496 -42 593 2 190 22 7.9 -0.1 41 |[WNW 18 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0
S 3.1 -0.8 379 -25 473 4 106 25 7.4 +0.1 44 |WNW 6 0 0 1 0 8 0 0 0
(6] 53 -0.3 210 -44 341 1 44 30 8.0 +1.5 63 |WSW| 23 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
N 7.9 +0.4 86 -38 186 5 13 27 5.9 -0.6 44 S 14 0 14 5 1 0 2 14 0
D 7.6 -0.5 61 -23 125 5 16 16 7.7 +1.7 69 S 16 0 9 2 1 0 5 26 0
Year 5.6 -0.3 311 -43 685 Jun 13 Nov 7.6 0.0 69 S Dec 8 36 21 3 59 15 111 0
Total 16 27 16

(a) Departure columns indicate positive or negative departure of meteorological parameters from 30-year (1971-2000) climatological normals.
(b) Latest date of multiple occurrences.
(c) Trace of snowfall is normal; no occurrence in April.

T = Trace.
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Table 2.3. 2001 Monthly and Seasonal Temperature and Precipitation

Average Warmest Coolest of Percent Driest of

Month/ Temperature, Normal, of Record, Record, Precipitation, of Wettest of Record,

Season °F Departure® °F °F Year °F Year in. Normal Normal Record,in.  Year in. Year
Jan 33.4 +1.6 31.8 425 1953 12.1 1950 0.29 33 0.87 2.47 1970 0.08 1977
Feb 35.7 22 37.9 445 1958 256 1956 0.42 62 0.68 2.10 1961 T 1988®
Mar 46.8 +0.7 46.1 515 1992 394 1955 0.67 116 0.58 1.86 1957 0.02 1968
Apr 51.4 2.1 53.5 58.2 1994 475 1955 0.83 189 0.44 1.54 1995 T 1999®
May 63.7 +1.9 61.8 68.7 1947 56.0 1984 0.08 14 0.55 2.03 1972 T 1992®
Jun 66.5 2.8 69.3 76.8 1992 63.0 1953 1.27 310 0.41 2.92 1950 T 1986
Jul 76.0 -0.3 76.3 82.2 1985 70.5 1993 0.05 19 0.27 1.76 1993 T 1980®
Aug 77.7 +2.3 75.4 815 1967 69.8 1964 0.08 30 0.27 1.36 1977 0 1988®
Sep 69.0 +3.1 65.9 724 1990 588 1985 0.13 39 0.33 1.34 1947 0 1999®
Oct 53.5 +0.5 53.0 59.6 1988 47.9 1984 0.37 76 0.49 2.72 1957 T 1987®
Nov 42.8 2.7 40.1 46.5 1990 248 1985 1.67 170 0.98 2.67 1996 T 1976
Dec 349 +3.2 31.7 385 1957 210 1985 0.80 72 1.11 3.69 1996  0.07 1999
Winter® 329 0.9 33.8 406  1966-67 242  1948-49 1.38 52 2.66 5.45 1996-97 0.70 1946-47
Spring 54.0 +0.2 53.8 582 1992 48.0 1955 1.58 100 1.58 3.28 1995 0.09 1968
Summer 73.4 0.3 73.7 782 1958 702 1980 1.40 147 0.95 2.99 1950 0.03 1973
Autumn 55.1 +2.1 53.0 57.1 1990 445 1985 2.17 121 1.80 479 1973 0.04 1976
Calendar 543 +0.7 53.6 564 1998 49.6 1985 6.66 95 6.98 12.31 1995 2.99 1976
Year
Total

(a) Departure indicates positive or negative departure from 30-year (1971-2000) climatological normals.
(b) Latest of multiple occurrences.
(¢) Winter is December 2000, January and February 2001

T = Trace.
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Table 2.4

Station

1 PROS

2 EOC

3 ARMY
4 RSPG

5 EDNA
6 200E

7 200W

8§ BVLY
9 FFTF
10 YAKB
11 300A
12 WYEB
13 100N
14 WPPS
15 FRNK
16 GABL
17 RING
18 RICH
19 PFP
20 RMTN
21 HMS
22 PASC
23 GABW
24 100F
25 VERN
26 BENT
27 VSTA
28 SURF
29 100K
30 HAMR

Jan

34.1
334
344
342
33.8
34.1
34.0
34.6
33.6
33.8
344
33.7
33.8
335
32.6
33.0
333
345
338
28.1
334
343
333
33.8
35.1
32.7
349
36.0
34.0
34.1

Meteorological Monitoring Network

Feb

36.0
36.2
36.2
35.7
352
36.3
354
36.0
36.2
355
36.3
36.6
352
353
35.7
36.1
35.8
37.1
35.7
28.1
35.7
36.8
34.6
352
36.6
36.1
37.7
38.0
35.7
36.5

Mar

462
473
472
46.8
452
475
46.9
475
46.6
472
46.4
46.7
454
457
462
47.1
455
474
47.1
39.1
46.8
47.0
453
454
47.1
46.3
479
472
4538
46.9

Apr

51.6
50.9
522
51.9
50.9
52.6
52.4
52.5
51.5
51.9
51.7
51.7
50.9
50.9
50.4
51.0
50.5
52.4
52.1
40.6
51.4
52.5
50.7
51.0
52.7
50.3
52.7
523
51.7
52.1

May

63.8
63.4
64.5
63.8
63.4
65.5
64.6
64.2
64.1
64.5
63.7
64.5
63.6
63.6
61.8
64.0
61.9
64.4
64.7
54.5
63.7
64.5
63.7
63.6
65.2
62.1
64.6
64.3
64.3
64.2

Jun

66.7
65.5
67.3
66.4
66.4
67.5
67.0
65.9
66.5
66.7
66.5
67.0
66.1
66.8
64.0
65.5
64.6
66.6
66.8
55.7
66.5
67.1
66.4
66.6
67.2
64.7
66.9
66.6
66.7
66.5

Jul

75.9
752
76.9
76.0
75.7
77.4
76.6
755
75.9
75.4
755
76.6
75.2
76.3
72.8
753
72.5
75.9
71.0
66.4
76.0
76.1
76.2
75.9
71.0
73.0
75.9
75.1
76.1
75.6

Aug

712
77.6
78.5
77.6
76.7
79.1
77.8
76.5
71.5
78.4
76.6
77.8
76.6
71.3
73.5
78.0
73.3
71.3
78.3
69.3
71.7
76.8
71.7
77.0
78.6
75.1
77.4
76.7
71.5
77.1

Sep

67.2
69.4
68.9
68.1
66.5
69.9
68.1
67.3
68.1
69.3
67.3
68.3
67.1
67.2
65.3
69.8
64.6
68.4
69.1
62.5
69.0
67.5
66.7
66.8
69.3
66.8
68.4
68.3
67.5
68.0

Oct

52.7
53.8
532
52.8
52.0
54.0
53.1
529
53.0
53.6
529
529
529
52.5
51.4
53.5
51.3
54.1
53.5
45.8
53.5
533
51.8
52.3
54.5
51.9
54.1
54.1
533
53.4

Nov

423
43.1
43.0
422
423

433
424
434
425
423
433
427
423
427
419
428
422
44.0
42.6
38.6
4.8
433
414
422
438
419
44.1
435
425
43.0

Dec

36.6
36.2
36.6
36.3
36.2
36.5
359
36.6
36.0
35.7
36.8
36.2
36.4
36.3
35.7
358
36.0
38.0
358
27.6
349
375
355
36.3
375
353
382
385
36.5
373

. 2001 Monthly and Annual Average Temperatures (°F) from the Hanford

Annual

543
54.5
55.0
54.4
53.8
55.4
54.7
54.5
54.4
543
545
54.7
53.9
54.1
52.7
54.5
52.8
55.1
54.8
46.5
543
54.9
53.6
54.0
55.5
52.7
55.4
55.2
54.4
54.7
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Calendar Year 2001 Summary

Table 2.5. 2001 Monthly and Annual Precipitation (inches) from the Hanford Meteorological
Monitoring Network®

Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec Annual

1 PROS 0.22 0.09 0.63 072 0.11 0.63 0.03 0.19  0.14 042 128 047 4.93
2 EOC 0.47 0.14  0.84 .75 0.39 0.86 0.04 0.08 0.12 056 219 1.17 8.61
3 ARMY 0.22 0.15  0.61 1.03  0.01 0.56 0.10 0.01 0.05 022 098 027 4.21
4 RSPG 0.33 0.28  0.63 0.91 0.06 1.59  0.00 0.05 0.13 031 1.15 0.67 6.11
6 200E 0.06 0.08 042 0.66  0.03 0.82  0.02 0.07 0.12 031 1.18 042 4.19
7200W 0.26 0.17  0.60 0.77  0.00 145 0.01 0.01 0.07 029 1.08 0.72 5.43
8§ BVLY 0.11 0.03  0.57 0.62  0.04 1.17  0.00 0.14  0.08 032 1.77 0.74 5.59
9 FFTF 0.12 0.07  0.51 0.50  0.05 0.86 0.01 0.23 0.12 022 093 023 3.85
10 YAKB  0.16 0.03  0.57 0.69  0.00 0.66 0.01 0.02 0.07 026 1.56 0.68 4.71
11 300A 0.11 0.16  0.76 0.83  0.06 0.24  0.00 024  0.08 031 1.10  0.27 4.16
12WYEB  0.32 0.15  0.81 094 039 0.90 0.02 0.20 0.14 039 1.00 0.8 5.84
13 100N 0.16 0.10  0.62 0.41 0.14 0.72  0.00 0.05 0.09 029 127 0.61 4.46
14 WPPS 0.41 0.15  0.70 0.78  0.29 1.15  0.01 0.25 0.23 046 105 0.56 6.04
17 RING 0.29 0.16  0.83 093  0.17 041 0.02 0.30 0.22 046 144 0.57 5.80
18 RICH 0.31 0.08  0.56 0.66  0.17 031 0.05 0.22 0.08 040 1.04 035 423
20RMTN  0.21 0.15  0.18 1.21 0.18 1.10  0.03 0.06 0.07 046 1.14 041 5.20
21 HMS 0.29 042  0.67 0.83  0.08 1.27  0.05 0.08 0.13 037 1.67 0.80 6.66
22 PASC 0.61 024 095 086 0.13 033 0.05 0.31 0.01 048 1.14 0.62 5.73
24 100F 0.32 027 0.82 0.77  0.07 0.67 0.01 0.28 0.10 041 140 0.63 5.75
26 BENT 0.04 0.18 043 0.41 0.18 0.65 0.01 0.11 0.07 050 1.40 1.01 4.99
27 VSTA 0.46 0.13  0.76 0.64  0.05 0.53  0.07 0.15 0.00 037 1.08 0.56 4.80
28 SURF 0.49 031  0.67 0.53  0.03 041 0.21 0.15 0.08 074 1.83 133 6.78
29 100K 0.27 024 0.75 045  0.04 095 0.01 0.02 0.09 028 1.1l 0.65 4.86

(a) Stations 5, 15, 16, 19, 23, and 25 are solar powered; therefore, insufficient power is available to operate the heated tipping-
bucket precipitation gauges.
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Climatology 2001

Table 2.6. 2001 Monthly and Annual Average Wind Speed (mph) from the Hanford Meteorological
Monitoring Network

Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec Annual
1 PROS 7.1 7.9 7.5 8.6 7.6 7.9 7.5 6.7 6.0 8.1 5.7 8.2 7.4
2 EOC 8.6 100 10.2 10.8 9.2 8.2 7.5 8.1 79 103 9.0 119 9.3
3 ARMY 5.5 6.2 7.6 7.9 8.1 7.5 7.0 6.5 62 7.1 5.4 7.6 6.9
4 RSPG 4.9 6.3 8.6 8.9 8.8 7.9 7.4 7.4 7.6 8.0 5.9 7.3 7.4
5 EDNA 4.5 5.3 6.0 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.1 6.4 56 6.7 5.1 6.8 6.3
6 200E 4.7 59 7.8 8.6 9.3 9.0 8.7 7.8 7.3 7.9 59 7.4 7.5
7200W 5.0 5.9 7.8 8.7 9.0 8.6 7.8 6.6 5.9 7.1 4.7 6.9 7.0
8 BVLY 4.6 6.1 7.4 7.1 7.4 7.1 72 6.3 57 65 49 5.8 6.3
9 FFTF 6.7 7.3 8.4 8.9 8.2 8.1 7.9 7.2 7.2 8.9 6.7 8.6 7.8
10 YAKB 53 6.6 8.3 8.8 9.2 9.2 9.0 8.2 7.8 8.4 5.4 7.4 7.8
11 300A 6.5 7.3 7.4 8.8 7.8 8.0 7.6 6.9 6.5 8.2 6.3 8.5 7.5
12 WYEB 5.6 6.4 7.4 8.2 7.9 7.8 7.5 7.1 6.6 7.8 5.8 7.8 7.2
13 100N 3.7 4.5 6.0 72 7.8 7.6 72 6.0 54 7.0 4.6 6.2 6.1
14 WPPS 5.6 6.1 7.0 8.0 7.3 7.3 7.3 6.5 6.1 7.4 5.8 7.6 6.8
15 FRNK 5.8 6.5 7.3 7.7 6.5 6.4 6.5 5.9 59 73 6.4 7.9 6.7
16 GABL 7.0 8.6 11.0 12.8 12.9 12.5 12.4 11.4 102 12.0 9.1 11.8 11.0
17 RING 5.0 6.0 6.5 7.4 6.8 7.0 59 5.5 56 7.0 5.0 7.1 6.2
18 RICH 5.1 6.2 6.1 7.7 6.7 6.8 5.9 5.3 5.1 6.7 5.2 7.6 6.2
19 PFP 3.2 3.9 52 6.2 6.3 6.0 5.7 5.1 4.5 5.2 3.7 5.1 5.0
20 RMTN 16.3 16.7 18.6 16.6  16.2 15.1 11.1 14.7 142 214 214 247 17.2
21 HMS 5.3 6.4 8.0 8.6 9.1 8.8 8.6 7.9 7.4 8.0 5.9 7.7 7.6
22 PASC 43 4.8 5.4 6.6 5.5 5.8 5.2 4.5 43 5.8 4.8 6.2 5.3
23 GABW 4.0 4.7 6.3 7.3 8.1 8.0 8.0 7.1 6.0 6.8 4.6 6.1 6.4
24 100F 4.0 4.1 5.7 6.5 3.7 7.3 6.9 6.3 5.5 6.7 4.8 6.3 5.6
25 VERN 5.4 6.5 8.1 8.2 9.2 9.1 9.3 7.8 7.4 8.1 5.3 7.0 7.6
26 BENT 5.0 5.8 6.8 7.7 6.7 6.6 5.8 5.8 6.0 6.5 53 7.3 6.3
27 VSTA 45 52 6.3 7.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 5.4 49 6.8 5.1 7.0 6.0
28 SURF 6.5 6.6 10.2 11.8 11.4 13.1 14.0 11.5 93 11.0 6.8 8.7 10.1
29 100K 3.8 44 5.8 7.5 7.9 8.0 7.4 6.5 5.3 6.9 4.4 6.1 6.2
30 HAMR 59 6.9 6.8 8.2 7.2 7.3 6.7 6.2 59 7.6 5.5 8.1 6.9
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Climatology 2001

Precipitation for the 2000-2001 winter season (December 2000, January and February 2001) totaled
1.38 inches, 52% of normal (2.66 inches). The wettest winter (1996-1997) received 5.45 inches, and the
driest (1946-1947) received 0.70 inch.

Precipitation for March 2001 was 0.67 inch, 116% of normal (0.58 inch). The wettest March, in
1957, received 1.86 inches, while the driest, in 1968, received 0.02 inch. No snow was recorded during
the month, compared to a March normal of 0.4 inch. The snowiest March, in 1951, received 4.2 inches,
while numerous times March has not received any snow.

Precipitation for April 2001 was 0.83 inch, 189% of normal (0.44 inch). The wettest April, in 1995,
received 1.54 inches, while the driest, in 1999 and earlier years, received only a trace. No snow was
recorded during the month, compared to an April normal of a trace. The snowiest April, in 1982, received
1.0 inch.

Precipitation for May 2001 was 0.08 inch, 14% of normal (0.55 inch). The wettest May, in 1972,
received 2.03 inches, while the driest, in 1992 and earlier years, received only a trace.

Precipitation for the spring season (March, April, and May) totaled 1.58 inches, which was normal.
The wettest spring, in 1995, received 3.28 inches, while the driest, in 1968, received only 0.09 inch.

Precipitation for June 2001 was 1.27 inches, 310% of normal (0.41 inch). The wettest June, in 1952,
received 2.92 inches, while the driest, in 1986 and earlier years, received only a trace.

Precipitation for July 2001 was 0.05 inch, 19% of normal (0.27 inch). The wettest July, in 1993,
received 1.76 inches, while the driest, in 1980 and earlier years, received only a trace.

Precipitation for August 2001 was 0.08 inch, 30% of normal (0.27 inch). The wettest August, in
1977, received 1.36 inches, while the driest, in 1988 and earlier years, did not receive any precipitation.

Summer season (June, July, and August) precipitation totaled 1.40 inches, 147% of normal (0.95
inch). The wettest summer, in 1950, received 2.99 inches, while the driest, in 1973, received only 0.03
inch.

Precipitation for September 2001 was 0.13 inch, 39% of normal (0.33 inch). The wettest September,
in 1947, received 1.34 inches, while the driest, in 1999 and earlier years, did not receive any precipitation.

Precipitation for October 2001 was 0.37 inch, 76% of normal (0.49 inch). The wettest October, in
1957, received 2.72 inches, while the driest, in 1987 and earlier years, received only a trace.

Precipitation for November 2001 was 1.67 inches, 170% of normal (0.98 inch). This was the wettest
month at the Hanford Meteorology Station since December 1996 when 3.69 inches was received. The
wettest November, in 1966, received 2.67 inches, while the driest, in 1976 and earlier years, received only
a trace. Snowfall for November totaled 5.0 inches, compared to a normal of 2.3 inches. The highest
snowfall total for November was 18.3 inches in 1985, while numerous times November has received no
SNOw.
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Calendar Year 2001 Summary

The autumn season (September, October, and November) precipitation totaled 2.17 inches, 121% of
normal (1.80 inches). The wettest autumn received 4.79 inches (1973), while the driest received only
0.04 inch (1976).

Precipitation for December 2001 was 0.80 inch, 72% of normal (1.11 inches). The wettest December,
in 1996, received 3.69 inches, while the driest, in 1999, received only 0.07 inch. Snowfall for December
totaled 3.5 inches, compared to a normal of 5.8 inches. The highest snowfall total for December was
22.6 inches in 1996, while the least was a trace in 1957 and 1962. Total seasonal snowfall through
December is 8.5 inches compared to a normal (through December) of 8.2 inches.

2.3 Wind

The average wind speed for 2001 was 7.6 miles per hour (mph), which was normal. The windiest
year was 1999, which averaged 8.8 mph, while 1957 was the year with the lightest winds, averaging
6.3 mph. The peak gust for 2001 was 69 mph on December 16.

The average wind speed for January 2001 was 5.3 mph, 1.0 mph below normal (6.3 mph). The
windiest January on record averaged 10.3 mph (1972), while the January with the lightest winds (1985)
averaged 2.9 mph. The peak gust for the month was 35 mph on January 5. The record wind gust for
January was 80 mph in 1972.

The average wind speed for February 2001 was 6.4 mph, 0.7 mph below normal (7.1 mph). The
windiest February on record averaged 11.1 mph (1999), while the February with the lightest winds (1963)
averaged 4.6 mph. The peak gust for the month was 33 mph on February 5. The record wind gust for
February was 65 mph in 1971.

The average wind speed for March 2001 was 8.0 mph, which was normal. The windiest March on
record averaged 10.7 mph (1977), while the March with the lightest winds (1958) averaged 5.9 mph. The
peak gust for the month was 56 mph on March 13. The record wind gust for March was 70 mph in 1956.

The average wind speed for April 2001 was 8.6 mph, 0.2 mph below normal (8.8 mph). The windiest
April on record averaged 11.1 mph (1972 and earlier years), while the April with the lightest winds (1989
and earlier years) averaged 7.4 mph. The peak gust for the month was 50 mph on April 28. The record
wind gust for April was 73 mph in 1972.

The average wind speed for May 2001 was 9.1 mph, 0.2 mph above normal (8.9 mph). The windiest
May on record averaged 10.7 mph (1983), while the May with the lightest winds (1957) averaged
5.8 mph. The peak gust for the month was 51 mph on May 28. The record wind gust for May was
71 mph in 1948.

The average wind speed for June 2001 was 8.8 mph, 0.2 mph below normal (9.0 mph). The windiest
June on record averaged 10.7 mph (1983), while the June with the lightest winds (1950) averaged
7.7 mph. The peak gusts for the month were 44 mph on June 14 and 24. The record wind gust for June
was 72 mph in 1957.
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Climatology 2001

The average wind speed for July 2001 was 8.6 mph, which is normal. The windiest July on record
averaged 10.7 mph (1983), while the July with the lightest winds (1955) averaged 6.8 mph. The peak
gust for the month was 40 mph on July 5. The record wind gust for July was 69 mph in 1979.

The average wind speed for August 2001 was 7.9 mph, nearly normal (8.0 mph). The windiest
August on record averaged 9.5 mph (1996), while the August with the lightest winds (1956) averaged
6.0 mph. The peak gusts for the month were 41 mph on August 3 and 18. The record wind gust for
August was 66 mph in 1961.

The average wind speed for September 2001 was 7.4 mph, nearly normal (7.3 mph). The windiest
September on record averaged 9.2 mph (1961), while the September with the lightest winds (1957)
averaged 5.4 mph. The peak gust for the month was 44 mph on September 6. The record wind gust for
September was 65 mph in 1953.

The average wind speed for October 2001 was 8.0 mph, 1.5 mph above normal (6.5 mph). The
windiest October on record averaged 9.1 mph (1946), while the October with the lightest winds (1952)
averaged 4.4 mph. The peak gust for the month was 63 mph on October 23. This was the highest gust
recorded at the Hanford Meteorology Station since a gust of 65 mph on February 6, 1999. The record
wind gust for October was 72 mph in 1997.

The average wind speed for November 2001 was 5.9 mph, 0.6 mph below normal (6.5 mph). The
windiest November on record averaged 10.0 mph (1990), while the November with the lightest winds
(1956) averaged 2.9 mph. The peak gust for the month was 44 mph on November 14. The record wind
gust for November was 67 mph in 1993.

The average wind speed for December 2001 was 7.7 mph, 1.7 mph above normal (6.0 mph). The
windiest December on record averaged 8.3 mph (1968), while the December with the lightest winds
(1985) averaged 3.3 mph. The peak gust for the month was 69 mph on December 16. The record wind
gust for December was 71 mph in 1955. There were 5 days during December 2001 with wind gusts of
50 mph or greater, the most for any December. The previous record was 3 days in 1995 and earlier years.

Figures 2.2 and 2.3 give a composite of the wind roses (at the 30-foot and 60-meter levels, respec-
tively) from the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network for 2001. The Appendix A gives the
individual 2001 wind roses from the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network stations.
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Figure 2.2. 2001 Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Wind Roses at 30 Feet
(Refer to Table 1.1 for the names of the numbered locations on this map; see
Appendix A for station-specific wind rose)

2.15



Climatology 2001

@ Seattle Spokang
Washington

Vancouver
®

[ )
Portland

0O 10 20 30
Frequency of Occurrence (%)

0 4 8 Kilometers

L1 1 |
71T 1 1 1
0 2 4 6 8Miles
el
na av
yaK

Lines indicate direction from which wind blows;

line length is proportional to frequency of occurrence.
G02010112.2

Figure 2.3. 2001 Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Wind Roses at 60-Meter Level
(Refer to Table 1.1 for the names of the numbered locations on this map; see
Appendix A for station-specific wind rose)
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3.0 Temperature Climatology

3.1 Monthly, Seasonal, and Annual Average

Monthly, seasonal, and annual average temperatures, computed from observed daily maximum and
minimum temperatures for the period 1945 through 2001, are presented in Tables 3.1 and 3.2. In these
tables, the highest and lowest values, representing the warmest and coldest month, season, or year, are
noted. Averages are based on the entire period of record, and climatological normal temperatures are
based on the period 1971 through 2000.

As indicated in Table 3.1, much wider ranges and variabilities in temperatures are found during the
late autumn and winter months (November through February) than during the rest of the year. The range
of average monthly temperatures for January is from 12.1°F (1950) to 42.5°F (1953), a span of 30.4°F;
for November, 21.7°F; February, 18.9°F; and December, 17.5°F; whereas for the rest of the year, the
monthly temperature span is from a low of 10.5°F in April to a high of 13.8°F in June. The coldest month
recorded was January 1950 (12.1°F); the hottest month recorded was July 1985 (82.2°F). As shown in
Table 3.2, the seasonal range is from 8.0°F during the summer (June, July, and August) to 16.4°F in
winter (December, January, and February). The coldest season was the winter of 1948-1949 (24.2°F); the
hottest was the summer of 1958 (78.2°F).

3.2 Days with Maximum Temperatures 2100°F, 290°F, and <32°F

Table 3.3 contains the number of days each year with maximum temperatures in the categories
>100°F, =290°F, and <32°F.

Maximum temperatures 2100°F have occurred as early as May 5 (1966) and as late as September 6
(1955). The annual number of days with maximum temperatures in this category ranged from 1 to 28
(1954 and 1958, respectively). The greatest number of consecutive days with maximum temperatures
>100°F is 11, which occurred 3 times: July 22 through August 1, 1962; August 10 through 20, 1967; and
August 6 through 16, 1981.

One particularly notable period of above normal temperatures occurred July 15 through August 13,
1971. This 30-day period included 27 days with maximum temperatures =100°F in 3 separate periods
of 9 consecutive days each. The lowest maximum temperature during the 30-day period was 98°F; the
highest was 112°F. The average maximum temperature during this period was 104.7°F.

Table 3.4 lists the dates of all occurrences of maximum temperatures 2104°F.
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Climatology 2001

Table 3.1. Monthly and Annual Average Temperatures (°F)

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Annual
1945 33.9 38.6 42.1 50.3 61.7 67.5 78.0 71.5 64.6 56.4 40.6 32.7 53.7
1946 34.4 39.6 455 53.7 64.2 66.9 76.1 76.6  63.5 49.5 35.8 34.8 534
1947 27.4 40.0 49.6 56.1 68.7%  67.8 75.3 71.8 654 534 41.2 33.1 54.2
1948 32.0 31.8 42.1 49.4 58.3 72.4 72.8 71.8 644 51.0 40.8 26.9 51.1
1949 13.9 31.8 452 55.5 67.0 69.3 74.9 748 683 50.2 452 35.1 52.6
1950 12.1® 307 423 499 59.0 66.5 75.4 76.4  67.5 51.1 40.7 36.2 50.6
1951 33.0 36.9 40.1 54.1 61.1 69.4 76.7 742  66.8 51.5 39.5 27.4 52.6
1952 25.2 36.7 44.1 55.2 62.7 67.1 77.0 74.0  69.0 59.0 34.0 34.8 53.2
1953 4259 412 46.2 51.0 58.0 63.0¢ 758 74.0 678 55.4 43.4 37.6 54.7
1954 28.9 39.3 41.5 51.4 62.9 65.5 73.9 714  65.1 51.4 46.0 34.0 52.6
1955 300 353 3949 4759 570 702 73.0 755 664 533 313 294 50.7
1956 31.8 25.6“ 438 56.2 65.3 65.7 78.9 753 673 52.1 36.6 34.6 52.8
1957 16.5 34.1 44.0 55.2 65.9 70.8 74.3 729  69.0 50.7 404 3859 52.7
1958 37.1 4459 435 51.3 68.1 73.9 81.2 794  65.6 54.4 40.6 352 56.2
1959 32.0 35.5 45.1 54.2 57.5 68.6 71.7 71.8  62.6 534 36.5 33.1 52.3
1960 233 37.4 45.1 52.6 58.5 70.1 81.8 714  67.7 54.5 41.2 29.0 52.7
1961 35.0 43.7 46.1 52.3 60.0 74.0 79.4 80.2 63.8 51.6 35.3 33.7 54.6
1962 29.8 36.6 42.6 55.6 56.9 68.3 76.0 719  67.1 52.6 43.2 36.8 53.1
1963 25.4 38.3 464 498 61.7 69.4 72.4 75.7 711 56.0 42.8 30.2 533
1964 35.6 38.1 43.8 50.2 59.7 67.7 74.5 69.8“ 63.0 53.3 38.2 25.5 51.6
1965 323 40.5 429 54.8 60.5 69.3 76.5 747 624 57.1 43.1 33.0 53.9
1966 34.0 39.9 454 54.6 63.2 66.9 73.3 75.6  68.8 53.4 43.7 38.2 54.8
1967 39.8 437 443 476 60.5 72.5 78.6 81.5@ 71.8 55.1 41.5 33.1 55.8
1968 35.7 41.8 49.0 51.3 62.4 69.8 79.7 71.5  66.8 50.3 41.7 30.6 54.2
1969 19.8 31.7 45.8 52.2 64.6 75.1 76.0 72.8 674 51.0 40.2 34.6 52.6
1970 30.7 40.6 450 49.0 61.5 73.6 78.6 76.3  61.8 50.9 39.7 30.8 53.2
1971 35.8 39.1 40.7 52.0 64.0 65.3 78.7 80.5 61.5 51.7 40.4 30.6 534
1972 30.5 34.8 47.0 49.6 64.3 69.7 76.2 776 614 52.3 39.9 27.3 52.6
1973 29.1 38.5 47.4 53.6 63.1 68.7 78.2 73.9  65.7 52.4 38.4 38.1 53.9
1974 29.4 40.9 452 52.9 57.9 72.6 74.5 75.5  68.0 52.5 41.6 36.2 53.9
1975 32.5 33.7 425 482 60.2 67.2 79.5 71.0  68.0 52.5 39.5 34.5 52.4
1976 32.0 37.6 41.4 50.8 60.5 65.6 75.1 70.8  69.0 524 40.6 30.7 52.2
1977 25.2 40.5 454 57.3 56.9 72.6 73.7 79.2 615 52.0 38.9 33.8 53.1
1978 32.5 37.9 47.5 51.9 58.6 70.3 75.7 72.7  63.8 52.2 32.3 27.5 51.9
1979 13.9 34.2 46.5 52.8 64.1 70.8 77.2 746 692 56.5 342 36.4 52.5
1980 23.7 34.6 44.5 55.2 61.4 64.7 74.7 712 66.0 52.6 41.0 36.6 52.2
1981 38.0 39.7 48.7 54.0 60.5 66.0 73.9 79.0 66.3 52.0 42.7 32.8 54.5
1982 29.8 38.1 459 494 60.4 73.1 74.9 75.8 654 51.4 36.9 32.0 52.8
1983 37.5 40.9 48.5 51.1 63.8 65.4 71.3 744  61.7 52.6 43.6 21.2 52.7
1984 31.6 38.7 47.2 50.5 56.09  65.7 76.1 74.0 62.1 4799 394 236 51.1
1985 25.0 29.9 44.0 55.5 63.2 70.2 82.2® 705 58.89 498 24.89 21.09 49.6®
1986 34.0 39.1 48.6 50.9 62.3 73.0 70.6 792 622 54.7 423 324 54.1
1987 30.7 40.1 48.3 58.0 66.2 73.4 74.3 76.6 699 55.5 43.6 31.5 55.7
1988 31.9 41.0 459 55.2 61.1 69.2 71.3 752  65.6 59.6“ 442 31.8 54.8
1989 37.2 27.3 43.8 56.6 61.5 72.0 75.5 734 674 54.0 443 333 53.9
1990 40.4 37.6 48.0 57.9 60.7 70.1 80.8 76.8 7249 523 46.5% 24.1 55.6
1991 28.7 4459 441 54.0 60.4 65.6 78.0 789  69.7 52.9 41.3 37.8 54.7
1992 37.5 42.6 51.59 56.0 67.2 76.8®  76.6 76.9  64.5 55.7 41.2 30.0 56.4@
1993 24.8 30.8 43.2 52.5 66.5 68.4 70.5@  73.1 66.4 55.4 34.6 354 51.8
1994 38.6 36.0 492 5829 649 69.8 81.0 76.6  70.5 54.4 39.6 35.1 56.2
1995 342 43.1 46.1 52.6 64.5 68.1 77.1 72.0 699 52.1 441 32.6 54.7
1996 28.8 32.8 44.8 55.0 58.1 69.0 79.5 75.6 644 52.4 384 298 52.4
1997 33.6 40.2 47.4 51.8 65.0 68.5 75.3 78.0  66.8 53.2 43.2 34.7 54.8
1998 36.2 422 48.4 54.4 62.4 71.0 82.0 7179 710 52.4 45.6 33.0 56.4@
1999 38.3 41.7 46.3 50.9 57.9 67.4 73.8 76.2  65.0 51.8 45.8 37.7 54.4
2000 329 38.7 44.7 554 61.2 69.9 75.5 74.0  63.6 52.1 340 29.8 52.6
2001 33.4 35.7 46.8 51.4 63.7 66.5 76.0 777  69.0 53.5 42.8 349 54.3
Average®  30.9 37.7 453 52.9 61.8 69.3 76.4 75.0  66.2 53.0 40.2 324 534
Normal® 31.8 37.9 46.1 53.5 61.8 69.3 76.3 754 659 53.0 40.1 31.7 53.6

(a) Highest and lowest averages.
(b) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(¢) Based on period 1971-2000.
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Table 3.2. Seasonal Average Temperatures (°F)

Winter Spring Summer Autumn

Year Dec-Feb Mar-May Jun-Aug Sep-Nov
1945 -- 51.4 74.3 53.9
1946 35.6 54.5 73.2 49.6
1947 34.1 58.1 71.6 533
1948 323 49.9 72.3 52.1
1949 2429 55.9 73.0 54.6
1950 26.0 50.4 72.8 53.1
1951 354 51.8 73.4 52.6
1952 29.8 54.0 72.7 54.0
1953 39.5 51.7 70.9 55.5
1954 353 51.9 70.3 54.2
1955 33.1 48.0® 72.9 50.3
1956 28.9 55.1 73.3 52.0
1957 28.4 55.0 72.7 534
1958 40.0 543 78.2% 535
1959 342 52.3 72.7 50.8
1960 31.3 52.1 74.4 54.5
1961 359 52.8 77.9 50.2
1962 334 51.7 72.1 54.3
1963 335 52.6 72.5 56.6
1964 34.6 51.2 70.7 51.5
1965 32.8 52.7 73.5 54.2
1966 35.6 54.4 71.9 55.3
1967 40.6" 50.8 71.5 56.1
1968 36.9 54.2 73.7 52.9
1969 27.4 54.2 74.6 52.9
1970 353 51.8 76.2 50.8
1971 352 522 74.8 51.2
1972 32.0 53.6 74.5 51.2
1973 31.6 54.7 73.6 52.2
1974 36.1 52.0 74.2 54.0
1975 34.1 50.3 72.6 533
1976 347 50.9 70.5 54.0
1977 32.1 53.2 75.2 50.8
1978 347 527 72.9 494
1979 252 54.5 74.2 533
1980 31.6 53.7 70.2 532
1981 38.1 54.4 73.0 53.7
1982 33.6 51.9 74.6 51.2
1983 36.8 54.5 70.4 52.6
1984 30.5 51.2 71.9 49.8

1985 26.2 542 74.3 44.5%
1986 31.4 53.9 74.3 53.1
1987 34.4 57.5 74.8 56.3
1988 34.8 54.1 73.9 56.5
1989 32.1 54.0 73.6 55.2

1990 37.1 55.5 75.9 5719
1991 324 52.8 74.2 54.6
1992 39.3 58.2@ 76.8 53.8
1993 28.5 54.1 70.7 52.1
1994 36.7 57.4 75.8 54.8
1995 37.5 54.4 72.4 55.4
1996 31.4 52.6 74.7 51.7
1997 345 54.7 73.9 54.4
1998 37.7 55.1 77.0 56.3
1999 37.7 51.7 72.5 54.2
2000 36.4 53.8 73.1 49.9
2001 329 54.0 73.4 55.1
Average™ 33.6 53.3 73.6 53.1
Normal® 33.8 53.8 73.7 53.0

(a) Highest and lowest averages.
(b) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(c) Based on period 1971-2000.
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Table 3.3. Monthly and Seasonal Number of Days with Maximum Temperatures (°F) Above or Below Certain Thresholds

100°F or Above 90°F or Above 32°F or Below
Year May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Total Season  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total
1945 0 0 8 4 0 12 0 1 7 21 21 5 0 55 1944-45 -- - - 12 1 1 14
1946 0 0 7 6 0 13 1 0 4 15 18 0 0 38 1945-46 0 2 9 0 0 0 11
1947 1 0 2 0o 0 3 0 8 4 17 11 2 0 42 1946-47 0 4 4 14 0o 0 22
1948 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 9 14 7 7 0 38 1947-48 0 0 6 8 9 0 23
1949 0 1 6 2 1 10 0 8 8 15 18 8 0 57 1948-49 0 0 13 28 8 0 49
1950 0 0 2 3 2 7 0 1 5 20 22 8 0 56 1949-50 0 0 5 24 5 1 35
1951 0 0 8 30 11 0 1 8 23 19 5 0 56 1950-51 0 0 2 8 2 0 12
1952 0 0 9 4 0 13 0 2 5 21 17 12 0 57 1951-52 0 0 16 19 0 0 35
1953 0 0 4 4 0 8 0 0 0 21 13 11 0 45 1952-53 0 9 6 1 0 0 16
1954 0 0 1 0 0 1@ 0 2 3 20 9 3 0 37 1953-54 0 0 12 4 0 18
1955 0 2 5 2 2 11 0 0 9 12 19 8 0 48 1954-55 0 0 13 2 1 21
1956 0 0 10 5 0 15 0 7 2 22 16 7 0 54 1955-56 0 15 16 7 15 0 53
1957 0 1 1 (U] 2 0 3 8 14 8 6 0 39 1956-57 0 7 10 22 7 0 46
1958 1 6 10 11 0 28® 0 8 11 28 25 5 0 77 1957-58 0 0 2 0 0 4
1959 0 0 8 1 0 9 0 1 7 21 12 30 44 1958-59 0 3 5 8 2 0 18
1960 0 0 16 5 0 21 0 1 12 28 12 5 0 58 1959-60 0 5 7 23 1 2 38
1961 0 7 8 10 0 25 0 1 15 26 24 1 0 67 1960-61 0 0 14 10 0 0 24
1962 0 0 10 1 0 11 0 0 11 17 10 8 0 46 1961-62 0 0 7 12 2 0 21
1963 0 3 0 30 6 0 4 7 8 18 11 0 48 1962-63 0 0 3 14 30 20
1964 0 0 6 0o 0 6 0 0 14 10 2 0 31 1963-64 0 1 11 3 0 0 15
1965 0 0 6 5 0 11 0 1 20 12 1 0 41 1964-65 0 0 14 5 0 0 19
1966 1 0 2 4 0 7 0 5 2 15 21 7 0 50 1965-66 0 1 8 3 0 0 12
1967 0 2 6 15 0 23 0 2 13 25 27 120 79@ 1966-67 0 0 2 0 0 0 20
1968 0 0 10 30 13 1 1 5 22 12 4 0 45 1967-68 0 0 10 4 0 0 14
1969 0 3 4 2 0 9 0 6 17 20 15 7 0 65 1968-69 0 0 7 20 4 0 31
1970 0 9 11 5 0 25 0 2 15 22 19 0 0 58 1969-70 0 3 9 15 0 0 27
1971 0 0 16 11 0 27 0 2 2 20 26 2 0 52 1970-71 0 3 11 9 1 0 24
1972 0 0 5 10 0 15 0 5 8 21 19 5 0 58 1971-72 1 0 10 9 7 0 27
1973 0 2 10 5 0 17 0 6 7 21 18 4 0 56 1972-73 0 0 14 10 0 0 24
1974 0 6 5 30 14 0 0 18 16 18 6 0 58 1973-74 0 4 1 12 0 0 17
1975 0 0 9 (U] 9 0 2 4 22 12 8 0 48 1974-75 0 0 6 6 0 12
1976 0 1 2 0 1 4 0 1 4 17 9 4 0 35 1975-76 0 3 5 7 0 0 15
1977 0 1 2 13 0 16 1 0 13 16 22 0 0 52 1976-77 0 0 12 20 30 35
1978 0 1 6 6 0 13 0 0 12 17 11 2 0 42 1977-78 0 5 9 6 2 0 22
1979 0 2 7 1 0 10 0 1 13 23 20 7 0 64 1978-79 0 7 11 30 4 0 52
1980 0 0 3 0o 0 3 0 0 0 18 9 2 0 29®@ 1979-80 0 7 3 16 6 0 32
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Table 3.3. (contd)

100°F or Above 90°F or Above 32°F or Below
Year May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Total Season Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total
1981 0 0 3 13 0 16 1 0 4 19 22 1 o0 57 1980-81 0 1 0 2 0 9
1982 0 2 5 30 10 0 0 15 16 17 5 0 53 1981-82 0 0 8 10 2 0 20
1983 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 8 2 9 13 0o 0 32 1982-83 0 3 10 5 0 0 18
1984 0 0 3 30 6 0 1 4 21 16 4 0 46 1983-84 0 0 25 12 1 0 38
1985 0 1 15 0 0 16 0 3 10 30 7 0 0 50 1984-85 0 2 18 29 9 0 58@
1986 3 1 0 6 0 10 0 6 119 27 3 0 56 1985-86 0 15 25 5 1 0 46
1987 1 5 3 4 1 14 2 6 15 14 19 12 0 68 1986-87 0 0 7 9 0 0 16
1988 0 0 8 3 3 14 0 4 11 19 20 7 0 6l 1987-88 0 0 16 11 1 0 28
1989 0 0 2 2 0 4 0 0 1320 9 3 0 45 1988-89 0 0 11 2 8 1 22
1990 0 0 11 9 0 20 0 1 8 24 15 12 0 60 1989-90 0 2 6 0 1 0 9
1991 0 0 4 8 0 12 0 0 1 25 23 5 0 54 1990-91 0 0 15 13 0 0 28
1992 0 7 5 9 0 21 0 8 16 15 17 3 0 59 1991-92 0 0 3 0 0 3
1993 1 0 0 2 0 3 0 7 6 4 15 11 0 43 1992-93 0 1 11 20 8 2 42
1994 0 1 13 7 0 21 0 5 8 25 18 12 0 68 1993-94 0 6 4 1 8 0 19
1995 0 0 5 31 9 0 4 7 17 11 12 0 51 1994-95 0 0 5 6 2 0 13
1996 0 0 13 6 0 19 0 0 8 25 18 5 0 56 1995-96 0 0 8 9 5 0 22
1997 0 0 3 7 0 10 0 5 3 18 22 0 53 1996-97 0 5 12 8 2 0 27
1998 0 0 14 9 3 26 1 3 7 26 24 12 0 73 1997-98 0 0 2 5 0 0 7
1999 1 4 2 0 0 7 0 2 5 17 21 4 0 49 1998-99 0 0 7 30 0 10
2000 0 1 5 1 0 7 0 0 9 19 16 1 0 45 1999-2000 0 0 4 4 0 0 8
2001 1 1 4 8 0 14 0 7 3 20 21 8 0 59 2000-2001 0 5 10 6 2 0 23
20012002 0 2 5 - - - -
Average® <1 1 6 <l 12 <1 3 8 19 17 0 52 Average <1 2 8 10 3 <1 23
Normal®© <1 2 6 5 <1 13 <1 2 9 19 17 5 0 52 Normal <1 2 10 10 2 <1 24

(a) Greatest and least seasonal totals.

(b) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.

(c) Based on period 1971-2000.
Note: dashes indicate no data are available.

ABojorpuiny)y ainmp.ioduid |



Climatology 2001

Temperature,
°F

Table 3.4. Days with Maximum Temperatures =104°F

Date(s) of Occurrence

113

112

111

110

109

108

107

106

105

104

Maximum temperatures 290°F occur an average of 52 times per year and vary from a low of 29 times
in 1980 to a high of 79 times in 1967. The earliest occurrences varied from early in the year (April 24,
1977) to late in the year (July 2, 1953), with an average annual occurrence of May 21 (Table 3.5). The
latest annual occurrence of maximum temperatures 290°F varied from August 17 (1983) to September 29
(1993 and earlier years). The average date for maximum temperatures =290°F for the period 1946 through

2001 is September 15. The longest period of consecutive maximum temperatures =290°F is 32 days from
July 13 through August 13, 1971.

The average seasonal number of days with maximum temperatures <32°F is 23. The earliest seasonal
occurrence of a day with a maximum temperature <32°F was October 30 (1971) and the latest was
March 11 (1950). The number of winter days with maximum temperatures <32°F varied from 2 to

08/04/61
07/27/98
07/22/94

08/04/98
07/17/60

08/10/96
08/07/72

07/28/98
07/27/75
07/08/68
06/17/61

07/31/00
07/28/82
07/05/68

07/04/01
08/02/94
07/25/84
07/29/73
07/24/62

08/12/01
07/28/96
07/26/88
08/12/81
07/19/70
08/20/67
07/19/60
08/16/45

08/15/01
07/23/96
07/21/88
07/04/85
08/08/78
07/27/73
07/16/71
07/12/67
07/16/60
08/22/56
07/17/51
08/21/46

08/09/71
06/23/92

07/12/90

07/24/94
08/10/71

07/26/98
07/05/75
07/04/68

08/13/92
08/08/81
08/03/61

08/14/98
08/18/92
07/22/80
07/15/73
06/16/61

07/28/99
07/24/96
08/09/87
08/04/78
07/16/70
08/19/67
07/07/60

08/09/00
07/13/96
07/20/88
08/07/82
07/25/78
07/19/73
07/09/70
07/30/65
07/18/59
07/24/56
08/01/49
07/28/46

07/31/71

07/20/79

07/23/94
08/01/71

07/26/96
08/12/71
08/18/67

08/01/92
07/17/79
07/22/59

08/05/98
07/18/92
08/09/78
08/06/72
06/22/58

08/13/98
07/19/95
07/20/85
08/03/78
07/08/70
08/15/67
07/13/55

08/03/98
07/18/95
05/31/86
08/11/81
08/20/77
06/22/73
07/03/70
07/25/62
08/25/58
07/23/56
07/31/49
07/21/46

07/09/75

07/21/94

07/15/96
08/11/71
08/17/67

07/31/92
08/18/77
07/20/59

08/14/97
06/22/92
07/23/78
07/20/71
07/19/56

07/22/98
07/17/92
07/27/82
07/04/75
07/27/68
08/13/67
08/04/52

07/25/98
07/20/94
05/30/86
08/10/81
08/12/77
08/28/72
06/23/70
07/23/62
08/24/58
07/21/56
07/30/49
07/11/45

08/08/72

08/14/92

06/24/92
07/27/71
08/16/67

06/25/92
08/08/71
07/19/59

08/04/97
09/01/87
08/17/77
07/04/70
07/09/52

08/06/97
07/03/91
07/26/82
07/21/71
07/07/68
07/03/67
07/30/52

07/17/98
07/17/94
07/29/85
08/07/81
07/30/74
08/09/72
06/21/70
08/14/61
08/11/58
07/22/55
07/15/49
07/10/45

07/06/68

07/11/90

08/05/90
07/19/71
07/31/65

07/14/87
07/30/71
07/28/58

07/27/96
06/30/87
08/13/77
08/01/65

08/05/97
07/22/90
08/16/81
07/18/71
07/03/68
08/02/61
07/10/52

08/09/96
07/10/90
07/21/85
07/27/81
07/28/74
08/13/71
08/31/67
06/18/61
07/17/58
08/15/53
06/29/48

07/18/60

07/19/79

07/18/79
07/28/68
07/13/61

07/29/82
07/28/71
07/14/55

07/14/96
07/09/85
07/10/75
07/12/64

08/25/96
07/15/90
08/13/81
08/23/70
08/30/67
08/11/60
07/20/46

07/25/96
07/25/88
07/08/85
07/04/81
08/01/73
08/07/71
08/11/67
08/10/60
07/11/58
07/23/51
08/22/46
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Table 3.5. Record of Annual First and Last Dates with Maximum Temperatures 290°F and
Minimum Temperatures <32°F

Maximum Temperature 290°F Minimum Temperature <32°F
Year First in Spring Last in Summer Last in Spring First in Autumn Growing Days"®
1945 May 30 Sep 14 Apr 10 Oct 18 190
1946 Apr 25 Aug 24 Apr 07 Oct 11 186
1947 May 06 Sep 12 Apr 07 Nov 04 210
1948 May 26 Sep 13 May 02 Oct 17 167
1949 May 08 Sep 27 May 03 Oct 08 157
1950 May 26 Sep 23 Apr 27 Nov 08 194
1951 May 22 Sep 19 Apr 21 Oct 15 176
1952 May 24 Sep 26 Apr 29 Nov 01 185
1953 Jul 02® Sep 15 Apr 15 Oct 24 191
1954 May 17 Sep 10 May 01 Oct 01 152
1955 Jun 06 Sep 10 May 14 Oct 31 169
1956 May 16 Sep 19 Apr 06 Oct 22 198
1957 May 29 Sep 15 Mar 26 Oct 22 209
1958 May 18 Sep 10 Mar 19® Oct 21 215
1959 May 13 Sep 13 May 05 Oct 30 177
1960 May 10 Sep 18 Apr 21 Oct 11 172
1961 May 25 Sep 04 Apr 19 Oct 20 183
1962 Jun 08 Sep 26 May 04 Nov 12 191
1963 May 20 Sep 29 Apr 16 Oct 25 191
1964 Jun 23 Sep 24 Apr 19 Oct 16 179
1965 May 28 Sep 01 May 05 Oct 16 163
1966 May 03 Sep 22 Apr 19 Oct 14 177
1967 May 20 Sep 28 Apr 28 Oct 26 180
1968 Apr 29 Sep 09 Apr 22 Oct 21 181
1969 May 09 Sep 12 Apr 26 Oct 13 169
1970 May 16 Aug 31 May 11 Oct 07 148
1971 May 11 Sep 10 Apr 22 Oct 16 176
1972 May 13 Sep 16 Apr 30 Sep 25 147
1973 May 13 Sep 11 Apr 08 Oct 04 178
1974 Jun 10 Sep 25 May 16® Oct 06 142
1975 May 30 Sep 15 Apr 29 Oct 23 176
1976 May 16 Sep 29 Apr 23 Oct 19 178
1977 Apr 24® Aug 22 Apr 14 Oct 27 195
1978 Jun 02 Sep 03 Apr 23 Oct 07 166
1979 May 22 Sep 20 Apr 19 Oct 31 194
1980 Jun 01 Sep 06 Apr 11 Oct 22 193
1981 Apr 30 Sep 18 Apr 13 Oct 14 183
1982 Jun 10 Sep 08 Apr 21 Oct 18 179
1983 May 23 Aug 17" Apr 16 Oct 11 177
1984 May 29 Sep 18 Apr 13 Oct 14 183
1985 May 18 Aug 29 Apr 21 Oct 07 168
1986 May 25 Sep 04 Apr 30 Nov 09 192
1987 Apr 27 Sep 23 Apr 20 Oct 16 178
1988 May 11 Sep 14 Apr 09 Oct 27 200
1989 Jun 01 Sep 24 Mar 30 Oct 29 212
1990 May 05 Sep 29 Mar 27 Oct 17 203
1991 Jun 10 Sep 26 Apr 08 Oct 22 196
1992 May 04 Sep 03 Apr 08 Oct 15 189
1993 May 10 Sep 2909 Apr 06 Oct 20 196
1994 May 07 Sep 28 Mar 26 Oct 29 216
1995 May 28 Sep 17 Apr 15 Oct 29 196
1996 Jun 02 Sep 15 May 08 Oct 17 161
1997 May 12 Sep 25 May 02 Oct 08 158
1998 Apr 30 Sep 17 Apr 13 Oct 19 188
1999 May 23 Sep 22 May 08 Oct 17 163
2000 Jun 04 Sep 14 Apr 07 Sep 23 168
2001 May 12 Sep 24 Apr 14 Oct 28 196
Average'? May 21 Sep 15 Apr 19 Oct 19 182
Normal® May 21 Sep 16 Apr 18 Oct 17 181

(a) Days between last freezing temperature in spring and first freezing temperature in autumn.
(b) Earliest and latest dates.

(¢) Also in previous years.

(d) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.

(e) Based on period 1971-2000.
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58 days (winters of 1966-1967 and 1984-1985, respectively). The greatest consecutive number of days
with maximum temperatures <32°F is 29 days, from December 30, 1984, through January 27, 1985.
During the period December 27, 1978, through February 4, 1979 (40 days), only 1 maximum temperature
greater than 32°F occurred. The average maximum temperature for that period was 21°F.

Table 3.6 lists the monthly and annual maximum temperatures. Only 6 days were recorded when the
daily maximum temperature was <0°F. These were:

Maximum Date Temperature
January 31, 1950 -2°F
February 1, 1950 -3°F
February 2, 1950 -3°F
January 27, 1957 0°F
December 29, 1968 -2°F
December 30, 1968 -2°F

3.3 Days with Minimum Temperatures <32°F or <0°F

The monthly and seasonal number of days with minimum temperatures at or below 32°F or 0°F are
listed in Table 3.7.

The seasonal average number of days with minimum temperatures <32°F is 106; however, the
number ranges from 70 to 143 days (winters of 1991-1992 and 1984-1985, respectively). The greatest
consecutive number of days with minimum temperatures of <32°F is 93, from November 9, 1978,
through February 9, 1979.

The first autumn temperature <32°F occurred as early as September 23 (2000) and as late as Novem-
ber 12 (1962). The average date is October 19 (see Table 3.5). The last date in spring for minimum
temperatures <32°F varied from March 19 (1958) to May 16 (1974), with an average date of April 19.
The average number of days between last freezing temperature in the spring and first freezing temperature
in the autumn is 182 days.

On average, 3 days per winter season have a minimum temperature <0°F; however, nearly half of all
winters have no minimum temperatures in this category (see Table 3.7). The greatest number of these
days in any season was 18 (winter of 1949-1950) and the least number of these days was 0 (as recently as
the winter of 2000-2001). The greatest number of consecutive days with minimum temperatures <0°F is
11 days, from January 25 through February 4, 1950. During this same period, 4 consecutive days had
minimum temperatures <-20°F. Table 3.8 lists all days with minimum temperatures <0°F. Table 3.9 lists
monthly and annual minimum temperatures.
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Year

1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950

1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970

1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

2001

Jan

61
57
57
60
48
50

55
50
63
59
50
59
48
60
59
55

60
63
56
57
60
56
62
66
44
56

72
59
51
61
56
59
61
51
37
51

55
57
61
60
36
57
55
54
67
60

59
60
56
61
67
58
57
57
62
55

56

Temperature Climatology

Table 3.6. Monthly and Annual Maximum Temperatures (°F)

Feb

65
60
68
64
56
63

65
55
65
63
58
56
65
63
60
55

64
60
64
60
67
59
67
64
46
60

66
68
61
59
58
59
70
57
62
59

66
68
62
62
60
72
60
71
53
64

66
62
52
63
68
63
64
58
62
54

54

Mar

72
76
76
73
64
64

65
70
69
65
63
64
66
63
65
83

68
70
70
74
71
78
65
68
74
67

65
76
68
69
65
69
73
74
76
68

70
71
64
67
68
74
70
71
67
76

69
78
66
79
69
68
76
72
75
68

70

Apr
76
91
88
76
84
78

82
89
78
83
71
85
89
78
79
82

75
85
72
73
82
81
71
90
80
71

76
78
80
71
75
80
94
76
83
87

91
81
71
79
82
84
93
83
80
81

82
85
73
88
80
82
75
92
82
82

83

May
90
89

101
91
98
90

94
92
88
98
86
96
97
101
91
90

94
81
93
88
91
100
92
90
95
92

92
96
98
86
90
90
82
87
94
87

89
88
103
94
95
104
102
94
88
94

83
98
100
95
95
86
94
93
97
87

101

Jun

98
98
97
104
102
99

97
94
86
94
102
95
100
106
97
96

108
98
102
95
96
95
101
99
103
104

99
98
104
103
95
100
100
101
102
88

96
102
92
96
102
103
106
99
97
96

93
111
98
101
98
98
98
99
102
100

100

Jul

104
105
103

98
104
102

104
106
103
100
107
106
102
107
107
110

108
106

96
106
108
100
105
110
101
106

111
103
106
104
110
102
101
106
110
106

104
107
100
106
106

99
107
105
101
110

105
107

96
111
105
108
101
112
105
107

106

Aug

105
104
98
97
104
103

101
105
104

99
101
104

96
104
103
105

113
100
101

97
106
102
108
102
102
105

112
110
104
103

98

98
107
106
101

98

107
104

99
103

97
103
105
102
103
108

103
109
100
106
102
109
106
110
101
104

105

Sep Oct
93 84
89 75
94 83
98 78
100 74

102 76
97 79
97 85
97 81
92 73
101 75
94 79
98 73
97 89
92 77
94 82
90 81
97 76
98 83
90 80
91 84
99 82
98 78
97 73
96 74
89 86
91 85
95 83
98 76
92 80
96 82
102 84
87 75
90 81
96 84
95 89
99 83
94 75
87 78
92 81
86 74
95 84
106 87
102 88
94 80
98 80
95 88
91 87
98 86
94 84
101 74
94 86
95 77
103 84
91 81
92 76
95 83

Nov

72
64
63
57
65
62

60
62
65
62
66
64
60
67
70
63

58
67
61
60
64
64
65
60
63
63

64
58
62
64
75
71
68
69
59
65

65
63
67
61
66
63
66
69
73
68

65
62
65
62
69
66
63
67
76
58

68

Dec

57
64
55
52
60
55

58
54
59
54
56
59
59
60
64
52

56
56
57
57
56
56
62
59
54
58

50
65
58
60
62
57
64
54
59
69

58
62
46
52
39
52
59
57
58
57

59
53
67
64
57
52
52
60
62
49

58

Annual

105
105
103
104
104
103

104
106
104
100
107
106
102
107
107
110

113
106
102
106
108
102
108
110
103
106

112
110
106
104
110
102
107
106
110
106

107
107
103
106
106
104
107
105
103
110

105
111
100
111
105
109
106
112
105
107

106

39
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Table 3.7. Monthly and Seasonal Number of Days with Minimum Temperatures (°F)
at or below 32°F or 0°F

Minimum Temperature <32°F Minimum Temperature <0°F
Season Sep  Oct  Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Total Nov  Dec Jan Feb Total

1944-1945 - - - - 27 18 12 6 0 63 - - 0 0 0
1945-1946 0 5 14 25 27 20 10 2 0 103 0 0 0 0 0
1946-1947 0 8 23 24 27 19 6 1 0 108 0 0 1 0 1
1947-1948 0 0 11 26 25 24 21 7 1 115 0 0 0 0 0
1948-1949 0 8 15 30 31 25 11 4 1 125 0 2 9 0 11
1949-1950 0 10 4 25 30 22 18 4 0 113 0 0 14 4 18@
1950-1951 0 0 13 19 26 25 21 2 0 106 0 0 0 0 0
1951-1952 0 6 19 26 31 24 20 6 0 132 0 0 0 0 0
1952-1953 0 0 25 19 9 15 12 4 0 84 0 0 0 0 0
1953-1954 0 1 14 22 23 16 19 4 1 100 0 0 2 0 2
1954-1955 0 6 6 26 30 25 22 10 1 126 0 0 0 0 0
1955-1956 0 1 22 28 25 26 14 2 0 118 1 0 2 3 6
1956-1957 0 3 18 21 31 23 11 0 0 107 0 0 12 1 13
1957-1958 0 2 17 16 19 5 16 0 0 75 0 0 0 0 0
1958-1959 0 4 14 24 25 24 14 2 1 108 0 0 2 0 2
1959-1960 0 2 24 26 31 21 10 4 0 118 0 0 1 0 1
1960-1961 0 4 15 29 23 10 7 5 0 93 0 0 0 0 0
1961-1962 0 7 28 26 27 17 19 0 1 125 0 0 1 0 1
1962-1963 0 0 13 17 27 17 11 2 0 87 0 0 2 0 2
1963-1964 0 5 8 31 26 26 16 4 0 116 0 0 0 0 0
1964-1965 0 5 13 29 25 18 19 1 1 111 0 2 0 0 2
1965-1966 0 1 8 25 26 22 13 3 0 98 0 0 0 0 0
1966-1967 0 3 11 18 20 17 18 9 0 96 0 0 0 0 0
1967-1968 0 1 17 25 23 13 6 5 0 90 0 0 0 0 0
1968-1969 0 4 8 24 30 25 15 1 0 107 0 4 5 1 10
1969-1970 0 5 19 21 28 13 16 7 1 110 0 0 0 0 0
1970-1971 0 8 14 28 24 19 20 7 0 120 0 0 0 0 0
1971-1972 0 9 18 27 25 23 13 6 0 121 0 0 3 1 4
1972-1973 3 6 13 23 30 23 10 4 0 112 0 7 1 0 8
1973-1974 0 4 14 16 19 15 12 0 1 81 0 0 8 0 8
1974-1975 0 4 12 26 29 24 17 7 0 119 0 0 0 0 0
1975-1976 0 2 23 28 30 22 19 6 0 130 0 0 0 0 0
1976-1977 0 8 17 30 30 19 14 1 0 119 0 0 0 0 0
1977-1978 0 3 18 25 22 17 11 4 0 100 0 1 2 0 3
1978-1979 0 7 26 31 31 21 13 2 0 131 0 3 8 2 13
1979-1980 0 1 23 22 31 22 13 3 0 115 0 0 1 0 1
1980-1981 0 4 16 16 17 17 11 6 0 87 0 0 0 0 0
1981-1982 0 5 13 23 27 17 12 12 0 109 0 0 2 0 2
1982-1983 0 4 21 26 20 13 4 9 0 97 0 0 0 0 0
1983-1984 0 3 11 31 26 17 5 2 0 95 0 4 0 0 4
1984-1985 0 14 20 31 31 25 20 2 0 143® 0 4 0 3 7
1985-1986 0 7 23 31 23 17 8 4 0 113 5 1 0 0 6
1986-1987 0 0 11 29 25 17 9 2 0 93 0 0 0 0 0
1987-1988 0 3 11 25 29 22 13 2 0 105 0 0 0 0 0
1988-1989 0 1 12 23 24 25 11 0 0 96 0 0 0 4 4
1989-1990 0 2 11 25 18 20 11 0 0 87 0 0 0 0 0
1990-1991 0 2 11 27 27 14 14 2 0 97 0 8 0 0 8
1991-1992 0 6 8 18 22 11 3 2 0 70 0 0 0 0 0
1992-1993 0 1 9 29 27 23 10 1 0 100 0 0 2 0 2
1993-1994 0 5 26 22 21 21 12 0 0 107 1 0 0 0 1
1994-1995 0 2 20 24 20 11 13 2 0 92 0 0 0 0 0
1995-1996 0 3 12 25 28 22 13 5 1 109 0 0 2 3 5
1996-1997 0 7 19 26 24 18 10 7 1 112 0 1 0 0 1
1997-1998 0 4 12 25 21 14 9 3 0 88 0 0 0 0 0
1998-1999 0 5 10 23 20 15 13 7 2 95 0 1 0 0 1
1999-2000 0 6 10 22 29 21 14 2 0 104 0 0 0 0 0
2000-2001 1 5 27 30 28 26 12 4 0 133 0 0 0 0 0@
Average® <1 4 15 24 26 19 13 4 <1 106 <1 1 1 <1 3
Normal® <1 4 16 25 25 19 12 4 < 105 <1 1 1 <1 3

(a) Greatest and least seasonal totals.

(b) Most recent of numerous occurrences.

(c) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(d) Based on period 1971-2000.
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Table 3.8. Days with Minimum Temperatures <0°F

Temperature
(°F) Date(s) of Occurrence
-23 02/03/50 02/01/50
-22 01/26/57
21 01/27/57 02/02/50 01/31/50
-18 02/01/96 01/31/96 01/29/50
-15 02/03/96
-14 02/02/96 12/30/68 01/29/57 01/28/57
-13 11/23/85 12/22/83 01/09/74 12/16/64 01/30/50
-12 12/22/90 11/24/85 02/01/79 12/17/64 01/25/57
-11 01/30/96 01/01/79 01/17/50 01/14/50 01/25/49
-10 12/29/90 12/21/90 02/02/79 12/30/78 01/06/74 12/29/68
02/02/56 02/01/56
-9 12/23/83 01/06/79 12/31/78 01/02/78 01/08/74
-8 12/01/85 01/06/82 01/07/74 12/10/72 01/23/69  01/30/57
01/16/50
-7 01/07/79 01/31/56 01/28/50 01/05/50
-6 12/28/96 11/22/85 01/31/79 01/05/74 12/13/72 12/08/72
01/29/69 01/28/69 01/18/57 01/20/54 01/04/50  01/24/49
01/11/49
-5 02/05/89 02/04/85 01/01/78 1/10/74 12/12/72 12/09/72
01/15/50
-4 01/13/93 12/23/90 02/04/89 12/19/84 12/21/83  01/27/79
01/11/74 12/11/72 01/28/72 01/12/63 01/28/49  01/13/49
01/12/49
-3 02/06/89 11/25/85 02/03/85 12/18/84 01/10/80  01/08/79
12/29/78 12/31/77 01/31/69 01/30/69 12/31/68 12/28/68
01/11/63 01/17/57
-2 12/31/90 12/30/90 12/20/90 12/21/84 12/20/84  01/05/79
01/04/74 12/14/72 01/22/62 01/31/57 01/19/57  01/20/49
01/10/49 12/27/48
-1 12/21/98 11/24/93 11/26/85 01/08/73 02/03/72  01/26/72
02/01/69 01/18/60 01/04/59 02/02/57 01/16/57  02/03/56
01/30/56 11/14/55 02/04/50 01/25/50 01/13/50
0 01/11/93 12/24/90 02/02/89 02/06/85 12/27/83  01/07/82

01/28/79 01/27/72 01/03/59 01/24/57 01/21/54  01/27/50
01/26/50 01/04/49 12/26/48 01/15/47
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Table 3.9. Monthly and Annual Minimum Temperatures (°F)

Year  Jan Feb Mar  Apr May  Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov  Dec Annual

1945 21 14 10 28 38 46 53 47 35 26 16 13 10
1946 18 18 25 30 33 44 50 49 35 21 16 6 6
1947 0 11 23 32 42 45 53 50 40 34 22 16 0
1948 14 1 13 28 32 51 49 47 34 22 20 -2 -2
1949 -11 3 27 30 31 42 49 47 38 23 28 10 -11
1950 221 -23 20 27 38 44 49 51 38 34 21 22 -23
1951 6 18 22 26 37 41 51 47 39 27 23 4 4
1952 5 16 24 27 37 42 49 46 42 34 7 17 5
1953 24 20 23 27 36 40 52 51 37 30 24 20 20
1954 -6 17 18 26 28 41 45 48 36 26 23 14 -6
1955 18 15 6 26 31 42 43 48 37 32 -1 9 -1
1956 -7 -10 15 28 38 40 54 49 39 31 15 2 -10
1957 -22 -1 28 34 48 48 51 52 36 32 20 23 -22
1958 16 29 23 34 38 47 49 53 34 30 9 21 9
1959 -1 19 25 30 30 41 49 49 41 26 6 14 -1
1960 -1 10 13 30 33 46 52 41 40 30 22 14 -1
1961 16 27 25 31 38 44 50 56 36 26 10 3 3
1962 -2 7 15 33 31 37 42 49 40 34 16 16 -2
1963 -4 8 22 28 36 45 49 49 45 23 17 7 -4
1964 15 19 15 30 35 45 50 44 39 30 20 -13 -13
1965 10 18 14 32 32 48 50 42 33 30 26 10 10
1966 17 19 19 26 37 38 48 50 43 29 22 22 17
1967 23 20 20 27 34 47 52 56 43 30 17 6 6
1968 10 15 25 23 33 42 51 47 39 30 23 -14 -14
1969 -8 -1 22 31 38 52 53 45 41 29 19 19 -8
1970 8 21 24 26 30 46 50 52 34 23 11 8 8
1971 8 15 15 27 36 44 44 51 38 13 21 5 5
1972 -4 -1 24 26 36 45 50 49 30 20 24 -8 -8
1973 -1 21 26 27 34 45 46 46 43 31 16 14 -1
1974 -13 23 21 33 32 41 48 48 40 29 24 17 -13
1975 14 10 19 21 33 38 53 46 44 26 15 14 10
1976 16 10 11 25 35 37 47 44 42 28 13 12 10
1977 4 21 24 31 34 39 49 48 36 28 9 -3 -3
1978 -9 17 25 30 37 44 50 47 41 21 7 -10 -10
1979 -11 -12 20 29 38 45 39 53 42 32 13 19 -12
1980 -3 19 25 28 38 40 47 42 41 30 18 9 -3
1981 23 8 24 24 35 40 45 48 34 27 19 8 8
1982 -8 9 24 24 33 47 45 51 41 26 18 13 -8
1983 12 15 29 27 37 40 49 50 35 29 22 -13 -13
1984 10 24 25 30 33 37 51 47 36 12 25 -4 -4
1985 5 -5 21 26 33 44 56 46 33 26 -13 -8 -13
1986 12 15 29 28 37 43 48 54 38 33 16 18 12
1987 9 18 24 30 38 43 49 51 41 31 17 9 9
1988 14 9 24 31 35 42 47 52 38 32 28 8 8
1989 15 -5 14 35 39 46 49 52 44 27 21 19 -5
1990 22 9 24 37 39 47 46 52 48 31 28 -12 -12
1991 5 26 22 31 38 44 55 47 42 23 23 20 5
1992 19 22 32 27 37 49 54 43 40 30 17 12 12
1993 -4 3 17 32 35 46 50 43 37 29 -1 21 -4
1994 20 5 19 35 36 44 50 53 47 30 19 8 5
1995 8 8 21 28 39 47 52 45 42 16 17 16 8
1996 -18 -18 18 30 29 45 49 48 34 34 17 -6 -18
1997 8 20 28 25 30 46 49 52 44 29 23 19 8
1998 7 22 23 29 39 47 58 50 43 25 27 -1 -1
1999 18 20 25 25 30 38 45 43 36 27 26 20 18
2000 18 21 24 29 33 43 44 49 32 30 18 13 13
2001 20 17 23 28 34 44 53 50 38 31 26 16 16
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3.4 Monthly Extremes of Daily Maximum and Minimum Temperatures

Monthly extremes of daily maximum and minimum temperatures are presented in Table 3.10. Note
that ranges are comparable in the winter and in the summer. February temperatures ranged from 72°F to
-23°F, a range of 95°F. July temperatures ranged from 112°F to 39°F, a range of 83°F.

3.5 Daily Temperature Distributions

Daily temperatures are generally described relative to a long-term average temperature or to a record
high or low temperature. For example, the daily maximum temperature may be described as above
average or near the record for the day. However, this type of description does not provide information
about whether the temperature is in the range of temperatures that is typical for the day. Figure 3.1 shows
an example of a different way of presenting temperature information that places the temperatures in the
context of the climatological records. The figure shows the record low and high daily maximum temper-
atures at the Hanford Meteorology Station for January 7 based on climatological records from 1945
through 2000. Between the record low and high temperatures, the figure has a bar that shows the range of
daily maximum temperatures that have occurred 70% of the time centered on the median. This range can
be considered the range of typical daily maximum temperatures for the date. In 15% of the years, the
daily maximum temperature has been above the range, and in 15% of the years, it has been below the
range. On the bar there is a horizontal mark that indicates the median daily maximum temperature. The
median temperature is the daily maximum temperature that has been exceeded in 50% of the years of
record. For the Hanford Meteorology Station, the median daily maximum temperature is generally quite
close to the long-term average daily maximum temperature. Finally, there is a solid square on the bar.
The solid square shows the daily maximum temperature for January 7, 2000. A similar presentation can
be prepared for daily minimum temperatures. Figures 3.2 through 3.25 show the daily maximum and
daily minimum temperature data by month and the data for 2001.

3.6 Average Daily Temperature Range

Table 3.11 represents the average daily temperature range by month and year for the period 1945
through 2001. This statistic is compiled by determining each daily temperature range (the difference
between the maximum and minimum temperature), totaling for every day of the month, and dividing by
the number of days in the month. As can be seen from the table, the average daily temperature ranges for
July and August (>30°F) are more than double the ranges for December and January (<15°F). The lowest
average daily temperature range was 6.8°F in January 1985; the greatest was 34.5°F in August 1967. The
greatest range for any single day was 48°F on August 14, 1995 (high of 93°F, low of 45°F) and also on
May 11, 1946 (high of 86°F, low of 38°F). The smallest range for any single day was 1°F as recently as
December 25, 2000 (high of 31°F, low of 30°F).

3.7 Normal and Extreme Daily Temperatures

Table 3.12 lists the normal and extreme daily maximum and minimum temperatures. Climatological
normals are computed every 10 years and are based on a 30-year period, ending with the first year of each
new decade. This table is using revised normals based on the period 1971 through 2000. The normal
temperatures in Table 3.12 are computed using a 7-day running mean, centered on each day.
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Table 3.10. Monthly Normal Temperature (°F) and Monthly Extremes of Maximum and Minimum Temperatures (°F)

Daily Extreme

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Month Maximum  Minimum Mean High Day Year Low Day Year High  Day Year  Low Day Year
Jan 39.0 24.7 31.8 72 31 1971 -2 31 1950 53 30 1971 -22 26 1957
Feb 47.1 28.7 37.9 72 25 1986 -3 1 1950 60 24 1986 -23 3 1950
72 24 1986 -23 1 1950
Mar 57.8 343 46.1 83 25 1960 24 3 1960 50 15 1992 6 5 1955
50 5 1987
50 3 1987
Apr 66.8 40.2 53.5 94 24 1977 41 7 1945 64 28 1987 21 5 1975
May 75.7 47.9 61.8 104 31 1986 51 11 1967 71 29 1986 28 1 1954
104 30 1986
Jun 83.6 55.1 69.3 111 23 1992 55 3 1966 80 24 1992 37 3 1962
37 2 1976
37 1 1984
Jul 91.6 61.1 76.3 112 27 1998 59 2 1966 82 23 1994 39 2 1979
Aug 90.7 60.1 75.4 113 4 1961 64 31 1999 81 4 1961 41 22 1960
Sep 80.6 51.3 65.9 106 1 1987 52 22 1984 72 7 1955 30 27 1972
30 25 1972
Oct 65.8 40.2 53.0 89 4 1980 32 30 1971 60 25 1945 12 31 1984
89 3 1958 60 15 1988
60 2 1988
Nov 48.5 31.7 40.1 76 13 1999 6 24 1985 60 9 1989 -13 23 1985
Dec 384 25.0 31.7 69 26 1980 -2 30 1968 56 2 1975 -14 30 1968
-2 29 1968
Annual 65.5 41.7 53.6 113 8/4/61 -3 2/1/50 82 7/23/94 -23 2/3/50

2/1/50

100 43010101431
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Figure 3.1. Graphical Presentation of Daily Maximum Temperatures

Four possible temperature extremes are presented for each day, a record high and low maximum and
a record high and low minimum. These daily records, plus the year of occurrence for the period 1945
through 2001, also are indicated in Table 3.12.

3.8 Heating- and Cooling-Degree Days

Data about heating- and cooling-degree days are generally used by the utility industry and those
involved in building design to assess heating and cooling energy requirements. A temperature of 65°F is
generally used as the basis for this calculation. To determine whether a day has either heating-degree
days or cooling-degree days, 65 is subtracted from the daily average temperature (computed by adding the
daily maximum and minimum temperatures and dividing by two). If the difference is positive, the day
has cooling-degree days. If the difference is negative, the day has heating-degree days.

Example Calculations

Summer Day Winter Day
Daily high temperature 90 42
Daily low temperature 60 20
Daily average temperature 75 (150+2) 31 (62+2)
Threshold temperature -65 -65
Difference 10 (10 CDDs)* -34 (34 HDDs)*

*CDDs = cooling-degree days; HDDs = heating-degree days.
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Figure 3.2. Daily Maximum Temperatures (°F), January 2001
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Figure 3.3. Daily Minimum Temperatures (°F), January 2001
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Figure 3.9. Daily Minimum Temperatures (°F), April 2001
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Figure 3.15. Daily Minimum Temperatures (°F), July 2001
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Figure 3.21. Daily Minimum Temperatures (°F), October 2001
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Table 3.11. Average Daily Temperature (°F) Range

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  Annual
1945 105 174 195 25.1 25.0 26.1 31.0 297 26.9 274 16.3 11.4 222
1946 173 210 218 26.1 29.6 25.6 304 294 26.8 23.6 17.7 15.8 23.8
1947 184 222 255 27.7 29.6 253@ 293 288 27.3 1819 154 11.1 232
1948 150 172 23.0 232 22.6“ 264 29.1  28.0 28.7 26.5 17.8 15.9 228
1949 18.8¥ 193  20.6 30.5 28.2 30.2 30.5 304 27.2 26.6 16.8 16.7 24.6
1950 16.0 156  20.0 253 29.6 25.7 323 316 324 18.2 14.7 9.7 22.6
1951 137 184 2038 30.3 30.2 28.9 33.8“ 315 30.9 233 17.4 13.7 244
1952 126 170 228 30.3 28.1 27.3 326 322 32.8 29.0 16.0 9.4 242
1953 156 198 244 24.0 27.9 26.4 328 29.1 32.5 27.8 20.3 1779 249
1954 14.3 138 237 26.3 28.1 26.8 314 276 26.2 24.5 15.8 13.2 22.6
1955 9.2 189 218 24.9 253 29.4 279 317 27.5 22.7 16.1 12.3 223
1956 129 150 209 28.0 26.6 26.9 30.8 2838 30.6 22.1 13.9 13.4 225
1957 152 183 1849 247 24.8 27.7 287 270 29.8 18.4 19.1 14.7 222
1958 13.3 150 220 239 29.6 27.3 305 331 27.0 27.8 17.8 10.2 23.1
1959 14.1 162 243 26.9 26.5 27.1 31.1 299 23.8 244 21.9 13.4 233
1960 146 193 232 25.7 26.5 31.2 328 281 28.3 25.7 18.7 10.9 23.8
1961 125 172 200 253 25.5 31.5 30.6 309 26.9 25.4 20.4 15.0 234
1962 18.1 174 220 28.9 232 29.9 302 283 29.9 214 17.3 11.4 232
1963 172 168 233 2149 281 26.6 278 307 29.8 245 16.9 9.5 22.7
1964 160 2419 237 27.1 27.9 26.4 312 294 29.7 26.4 122® 148 24.1
1965 123 203 256 26.4 283 28.1 31,1 277 29.8 274 14.2 15.7 23.9
1966 14.3 193 244 28.2 30.7 273 287  29.1 28.4 25.7 18.1 13.4 24.0
1967 176 240 246 244 27.7 28.7 320  345@ 317 25.5 19.9 15.7 25.5@
1968 172 204 235 27.5 27.5 27.3 312 262® 282 22.8 14.2 13.9 233
1969 122 141 255 245 29.2 27.7 31.3 333 27.6 25.0 17.4 9.2 23.1
1970 120 164 238 253 29.2 29.3 31.7  33.1 27.2 26.5 17.8 15.4 24.0
1971 184 211 2238 26.8 27.7 26.9 320 323 27.8 25.8 17.8 14.8 24.5
1972 17.3 183 252 26.8 272 26.9 30.1 30.6 30.5 27.5 13.1 17.2 242
1973 157 166 24.6 29.6 31.1 29.7 321 327 27.0 222 12.6 12.5 23.9
1974 178 188 232 23.4 273 3279 298 319 322 283 16.3 16.5 24.8
1975 150 17.0 212 24.8 29.5 28.2 303 287 322 22.0 20.9 14.8 23.7
1976 152 21.0 253 26.0 30.6 28.8 30.5  28.0 30.5 27.5 20.3 16.6 25.0
1977 108 207 234 30.6“  26.0 30.2 305 29.1 23.8 26.6 19.1 15.1 23.8
1978 114 152 230 23.8 27.7 313 31.0  29.0 25.8 3039 182 16.8 23.6
1979 155 187 260 26.5 29.4 31.1 329 320 31.1 25.6 13.0 12.9 24.6
1980 132 1059 22.1 27.1 25.8 25.8 31.3 299 273 24.6 15.3 11.4 22,09
1981 9.9 17.5 259 274 27.1 28.3 31.7 329 30.8 26.0 20.0 14.2 243
1982 16.0 214 244 28.2 29.9 28.0 306 295 27.1 249 16.6 13.0 24.1
1983 155 173 207 27.9 28.4 27.9 263 284 27.5 24.7 15.5 11.0 22.6
1984 135 152 216 239 26.3 26.1 323 320 26.6 25.5 14.0 15.7 22.7
1985 6.8® 204 254 28.7 29.2 29.4 320 299 243 254 15.8 8.0 229
1986 125 17.1  22.1 26.4 26.6 29.1 28.6 310 2359 26.8 15.1 8.4 223
1987 119 190 224 28.2 28.9 312 28.1  30.1 33.0 28.9 19.8 12.0 245
1988 134 238 251 253 274 26.3 30.0 321 31.2 26.2 16.9 11.4 24.1
1989 165 173 202 26.2 26.0 28.5 31.1 273 31.1 24.0 16.0 9.4 22.8
1990 157 205 265 27.1 244 26.8 28.8 273 322 23.6 18.4 16.0 239
1991 16.0 214 227 26.0 25.1 25.6 302 296 31.1 26.4 13.1 13.5 234
1992 125 152 259 24.6 3199 285 28.0 31.6 28.1 244 13.6 14.5 232
1993 128 151 18.6 23.7 29.1 27.1 2559 295 3359  28.6 2399 105 232
1994 157 172 2849  26.0 26.5 29.4 33.0 312 31.2 254 17.2 13.6 24.6
1995 132 201 237 252 28.0 26.3 299 306 30.2 243 19.5 11.7 23.6
1996 140 212 229 26.0 26.6 31.0 337 341 30.8 23.9 17.0 13.1 24.5
1997 156 188  22.1 25.7 28.1 273 312 312 26.7 243 17.6 14.2 23.6
1998 159 19.0 237 28.5 27.5 29.2 305 332 31.9 26.6 16.2 1779 25.0
1999 164 18.0 222 28.9 28.0 28.0 302 29.0 32.9 25.7 17.7 13.5 242
2000 140 168 233 28.2 26.4 29.0 319 327 279 235 14.1 9.1 23.1
2001 105 177 243 242 30.6 26.7 295 314 31.0 23.8 16.2 13.4 233

Average®  14.4 18.3 23.1 26.4 27.7 28.1 306 303 29.1 25.1 16.9 133 23.6
Normal®  14.3 18.3 235 26.6 27.8 28.5 30.5 30.6 293 25.6 16.8 13.3 23.8

(a) Greatest and least values.
(b) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(c) Based on period 1971-2000.
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Table 3.12. Normal and Extreme Daily Maximum and Minimum Temperatures (°F)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year Low  Year
January
1 35 21 28 57 98® 8 69 38 81® -11 79
2 36 21 28 57 97 15 69 42 63 -9 78
3 36 21 28 63 89 12 50 41 81 0 59
4 36 21 28 60 94® 13 59 39 54 -6 50
5 36 21 28 59 90®@ 12 50 39 81 -7 50
6 36 22 28 59 90® 10 82 42 98 -10 74
7 36 22 29 63 62 9 79 45 90 -8 74
8 36 22 29 56 83® 5 74 44 53 -9 74
9 36 22 29 60 90® 5 74 41 90 -13 74
10 36 23 29 61 83 10 74 40 83 -5 74
11 37 23 30 60 83® 13 63 37 90 -6 49
12 38 24 31 59 53 15 63 47 53 -4 63®
13 39 25 32 61 94 10 50 42 66 -4 93®
14 40 26 33 62 99 7 50 48 61 -11 50
15 40 26 33 60 74® 5 50 50 74 -5 50
16 41 27 34 61 74 8 50 48 89 -8 50
17 41 27 34 57 98 5 50 40 89 -11 50
18 41 27 34 62 89 10 50 38 89 -6 57
19 41 27 34 63 68 13 50 47 68 22 57
20 41 27 34 66 68 11 54 47 72 -6 54
21 41 27 34 65 68 14 54 42 72 0 54
22 41 27 34 56 90 16 69 43 81 2 62
23 41 27 34 63 53 10 69 43 81 -8 69
24 41 27 34 59 84® 13 57 43 58 -6 49
25 41 26 34 59 92® 6 50 41 74® -12 57
26 41 26 34 61 71 2 57 46 62 22 57
27 41 26 33 60 84 0 57 36 95® 21 57
28 41 26 33 61 67 6 57 42 99 -14 57
29 40 25 33 62 67 3 50 47 99 -18 50
30 40 25 33 67 89 11 57 53 71 -13 50
31 40 25 33 72 71 2 50 45 53 21 50
February
1 40 25 32 63 71 3 50 42 92 23 50
2 40 25 32 61 91® 0 50 42 68 21 50
3 40 24 32 60 67® 1 50 46 91 23 50
4 40 24 32 65 67 11 85 43 68 -5 85
5 40 25 32 61 65 23 85 39 61 -5 89
6 41 25 33 61 67 19 85 44 99 3 89
7 42 25 34 65 45 20 48 41 55 2 89
8 43 26 35 63 96 22 56 45 45 5 94®
9 45 27 36 65 51 23 56 39 61® 4 85
10 46 28 37 65 77 30 569 50 51 7 85
11 46 28 37 66 88 27 54 39 93® 9 48
12 47 29 38 70 77 24 49 40 77 6 48
13 48 30 39 66 71 25 49 42 47 3 49
14 49 30 40 62 97® 22 80 54 82 8 95
15 49 31 40 67 82 19 56 48 81 5 56
16 49 31 40 69 77 20 56 48 81 4 56
17 49 31 40 67 77® 22 56 48 48 9 56
18 50 31 40 66 81 24 56 46 81 9 90
19 50 31 41 68 95 28 56 56 95 14 90®

3.29



Climatology 2001

Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year  High Year Low  Year
20 51 31 41 68 82 32 57 51 61 15 86
21 51 31 41 71 88 29 57 45 95 13 57
22 51 31 41 62 95® 29 57 42 99® 11 93
23 51 31 41 68 47 34 93® 43 83® 19 93
24 51 31 41 72 86 32 62 60 86 11 93®
25 52 31 41 72 86 28 93 49 86 4 93
26 52 31 41 65 57@® 28 93® 46 92 10 93
27 52 31 41 68 72 26 93 44 92 7 62
28 52 31 41 67 67 25 93 48 72 3 93
29 52 31 41 63 88@ 40 60 43 92 12 60
March
1 52 31 42 67 94 26 93 44 94 15 71®
2 52 31 42 66 68 26 60 46 87 14 60
3 52 31 42 70 94 24 60 50 87 14 89
4 52 31 42 63 53 26 55 46 87 7 55
5 53 32 42 68 72 31 45 50 87 6 55
6 53 33 43 65 67 33 57 43 79 18 60
7 54 33 44 66 53 41 45 42 86 21 74®
8 55 33 44 67 53 33 51 46 83 20 76
9 56 34 45 69 53 40 51 47 83 22 94®
10 57 34 46 69 72 40 48 45 87® 13 48
11 57 35 46 67 95® 32 50 44 95 21 50
12 58 35 46 68 98® 37 51 48 87 15 56
13 58 35 46 72 98 38 51 44 98® 22 69®
14 58 35 47 72 92 40 49 45 61 23 53
15 59 35 47 73 94 37 49 50 92 23 76
16 59 36 47 76 72 43 89 47 94 23 55
17 60 36 48 76 72 38 65 48 69 17 65
18 60 36 48 76 47 41 65 47 90 14 65
19 60 36 48 76 47 48 65 53 97 16 65
20 60 36 48 76 47 49 50 49 88 22 74
21 60 36 48 74 60 41 75 46 98® 26 82
22 60 35 48 74 78® 47 71 47 78 19 94
23 60 35 48 77 60 39 64 45 98® 20 48
24 60 35 48 78 60 38 55 46 01 15 64
25 60 35 48 83 60 35 55 48 52 21 96
26 60 35 48 76 46 38 65 49 92® 21 85
27 61 35 48 77 94 47 79 46 89 24 75
28 61 35 48 79 94 42 54 49 78 19 75
29 61 36 49 78 94® 49 54 48 94® 18 54
30 62 36 49 75 92 52 67 47 92® 20 54
31 62 36 49 78 92 45 96 47 61 28 53
April
1 63 37 50 80 90 45 76 50 59 24 82
2 63 37 50 83 92 48 82 50 87 25 76
3 64 37 50 76 00® 50 63 48 77 23 75
4 64 38 51 82 60 45 75 56 91 27 50
5 64 38 51 78 779 51 75 54 60 21 75
6 64 38 51 82 77 50 82 51 62 25 97
7 64 38 51 85 77 41 45 53 60 26 54
8 65 38 51 82 96 51 53 50 96 27 92®
9 65 38 51 80 85 48 92 57 96 28 01
10 65 38 52 85 68 52 45 50 96 24 81
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Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day ~  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year  Low Year
11 65 39 52 79 88 52 83 51 56 27 83
12 66 39 52 83 88 47 95 48 82 26 97
13 66 40 53 88 47 54 55 59 88 23 68
14 66 40 53 85 62 47 75 55 85 28 01
15 67 40 54 82 88 55 75® 54 87 27 55
16 67 41 54 83 54 53 63 54 92 28 82
17 67 41 54 88 94 48 63 52 90 26 55
18 68 41 54 88 94 51 67 60 94 29 68
19 68 41 54 78 56 50 51 56 94 27 66
20 68 41 55 84 56 45 67 53 90® 28 82
21 68 42 55 85 56 52 67 60 56 26 85
22 68 42 55 81 82@ 53 88 55 98 28 72
23 68 42 55 88 81@ 56 79@ 58 77 30 78
24 69 42 55 94 77 53 75 56 52 28 86
25 69 42 56 91 46 56 58 59 52 31 55
26 69 43 56 85 92 53 48 57 78 28 48
27 70 43 56 90 87 50 90 57 92 27 70
28 70 43 57 93 87 54 95 64 87 27 67
29 71 44 57 90 68 47 67 60 87 29 52
30 71 44 58 92 98 56 67® 60 98 29 86
May
1 72 44 58 93 98 53 69 59 98® 28 54
2 72 44 58 89 98® 56 88 60 71 30 97
3 73 45 59 91 66 58 93 60 71 31 49
4 73 45 59 94 66 56 63 57 46 31 62
5 73 45 59 100 66 52 61 65 66 30 59
6 73 45 59 98 92 56 86 62 87 33 00
7 74 46 60 99 87 59 99 66 92 33 84
8 74 46 60 102 87 56 99® 67 94® 29 96
9 74 46 60 97 87 56 48 66 49 34 99@
10 75 47 61 9 49 53 67 66 49 34 70
11 75 47 61 98 49 51 67 68 49 30 70
12 75 47 61 100 93 57 70 66 93 34 85
13 75 47 61 94 97 57 55 66 97 34 85
14 76 48 62 98 73 56 55 61 73 31 55
15 76 48 62 97 73 57 59 67 97 35 74
16 76 48 62 95 73 54 55 60 73 32 74
17 76 48 62 96 73 61 74 59 85 38 88@
18 76 48 62 98 54 62 74 67 56 36 72
19 76 48 62 92 93 56 62 70 56 33 75
20 76 48 62 93 47 58 60 59 56 36 71
21 77 49 63 94 58 62 60® 59 58 37 74®
22 78 49 63 98 58 63 64 64 58 33 60
23 78 50 64 101 01 59 62 66 58 35 64
24 78 50 64 97 01® 54 62 66 01 35 75
25 78 50 64 98 92® 61 98 65 83 38 91®
26 78 51 64 101 58® 54 80 69 47 38 78
27 78 51 65 93 83 62 89 69 58 37 73
28 78 51 65 99 83 61 89 63 72 38 79®
29 79 51 65 103 83 68 98® 71 86 35 76
30 79 51 65 104 86 62 76® 68 86 41 55@
31 79 52 66 104 86 54 71 69 86 40 96
June
1 80 52 66 103 86 64 76 69 86 37 84
2 80 52 66 99 70 65 99® 69 89® 37 76
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Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day ~  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year  Low Year
3 80 52 66 103 70 55 66 68 86 37 62
4 80 53 66 103 69 60 74 66 86 40 80@
5 80 53 66 101 78 60 88 73 69 43 76
6 81 53 67 102 70® 57 95 68 77 38 99
7 81 53 67 100 77 56 50 69 77 42 99
8 81 53 67 100 48 59 64 69 69 40 53
9 82 53 67 98 55 68 59 68 69 42 99
10 82 54 68 98 55 68 00 68 79 41 59
11 82 54 68 100 55 63 00 70 55 40 56
12 83 54 69 98 74 61 01 67 87 42 68
13 83 55 69 99 74 59 80 70 99 42 52
14 83 55 69 103 74 65 95 68 87 44 78
15 83 55 69 102 99®@ 70 65 72 63 44 54
16 84 55 69 106 61 62 49 70 63 41 54
17 84 56 70 108 61 70 73 75 61 40 81
18 84 56 70 104 61 69 64 75 58 41 54
19 85 56 70 102 85 63 95 73 58 43 86
20 85 56 71 102 82 63 91 73 59 42 53
21 85 57 71 104 70 62 84 73 58 45 56
22 86 57 71 106 92® 71 93 74 92 46 97®
23 86 57 71 111 92 68 72 75 58 44 52
24 86 57 71 108 92 66 72 80 92 40 83
25 86 57 72 107 92 70 46 79 92 42 76
26 86 57 72 103 87 70 75 74 70 41 76
27 87 57 72 102 92 68 47 75 87 45 64
28 87 57 72 102 87@ 64 46 68 87 38 75
29 87 57 72 104 48 65 52 74 87 46 71®
30 87 57 72 106 87 71 55 71 87 42 49
July
1 87 57 72 103 87 66 66 75 87 46 73@
2 86 57 72 103 96 59 66 70 45 39 79
3 86 57 72 105 91® 71 66 70 67 45 99
4 87 57 72 108 68 71 86 75 70 44 00
5 87 58 72 108 75 66 51 76 75 47 99®
6 88 58 73 110 68 71 55 76 68 44 71
7 88 59 73 105 68® 75 81 73 68 45 71
8 88 59 73 108 68 71 72 74 85 45 81
9 89 59 74 110 75 76 55 78 75 50 72
10 89 60 74 106 75 67 74 79 75 49 97®
11 90 60 75 109 90 76 74 78 75 46 81
12 90 60 75 110 90 75 88 75 90 50 74
13 90 60 75 108 61 77 93® 73 90® 49 76
14 91 61 76 107 87@ 77 83 78 61 50 83
15 91 61 76 108 96 71 82 76 55 45 82
16 92 61 77 105 70 68 86 74 90 48 74
17 92 62 77 110 60 73 93 77 58 48 86
18 93 62 77 110 60 76 96 79 60 49 96
19 93 62 78 109 79 72 49 77 79 51 77
20 94 63 78 110 79 75 65® 75 95 53 68
21 94 63 79 109 94 68 65 77 88 49 49
22 94 63 79 111 94 74 92 75 94® 47 82
23 95 63 79 109 94 69 92 82 94 49 63
24 95 63 79 109 94 78 63 75 62 52 52
25 96 64 80 106 84 73 90 77 62 51 49®
26 96 64 80 108 928® 66 55 76 88 53 99
27 96 64 80 112 98 74 48 74 98® 52 86
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Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day ~  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year  Low Year
28 96 64 80 108 98® 77 50@ 81 98 49 59
29 96 64 80 107 79 01 93® 78 82 52 50
30 9 64 80 107 71 78 75 74 90 49 50
31 95 64 79 111 71 75 85 76 00 52 95
August
1 95 64 79 109 71 77 76® 80 49 51 87
2 95 63 79 106 94 75 56 75 779 46 64
3 95 63 79 107 61 77 62 75 99® 52 59
4 95 63 79 113 61 78 64® 81 61 48 54
5 95 63 79 108 90 80 96® 72 91 45 69
6 95 63 79 106 72 77 46 77 90 51 47
7 95 63 79 109 72 70 62 75 45 49 46
8 94 63 79 110 72 75 62 79 82 48 49
9 94 63 78 112 71 78 47 78 90 51 95®
10 94 62 78 109 96® 76 85 77 71 52 47
11 94 62 78 108 71 79 83 73 58 50 85
12 93 62 77 108 71 77 95 77 92 52 00
13 92 61 76 107 92 74 68 79 922 47 95
14 91 60 76 109 92 70 68 78 92® 45 95
15 90 60 75 105 67 72 60 74 922 51 74
16 90 60 75 108 67 68 93 76 45 48 76
17 89 59 74 108 67 76 95 68 91 47 76
18 89 59 74 108 67 71 80 71 97 47 76
19 88 59 74 105 67 70 68 76 91 46 80@
20 88 59 73 105 67 67 59 77 82 49 52
21 88 58 73 104 46 70 60 75 46 47 85@
22 88 58 73 104 56® 70 92 76 61® 41 60
23 88 58 73 105 70 69 92 76 46 45 92
24 88 57 73 104 58 70 68 73 00 43 922
25 88 57 72 105 96 72 77 70 46 43 93
26 88 57 72 100 84 68 56 70 96 44 93®
27 88 57 72 101 72 73 68 71 67 47 78@
28 87 57 72 104 72 70 51 74 86 42 80
29 87 57 72 102 67 72 51 73 67 42 65
30 86 57 72 105 67 64 99 71 67 44 64
31 86 56 71 104 67 72 99@® 73 67 43 99
September
1 86 56 71 106 87 61 71 70 87 43 99
2 86 56 71 102 98® 69 00 70 49 47 75
3 85 55 70 102 98 71 97 71 95 40 00
4 85 55 70 102 88 68 59 68 55 44 80
5 85 55 70 100 55 72 60 68 63 43 69
6 85 55 70 101 55 69 46 65 57 41 96
7 84 54 69 97 58 60 78 72 55 42 92®
8 84 54 69 99 81 61 85 69 63 42 76
9 83 53 68 98 81@ 66 85 68 69 40 62
10 83 53 68 97 93 68 85 65 63 43 82®
11 82 53 68 98 90® 62 85 66 69 41 88
12 82 52 67 96 69 62 70 67 53 38 49
13 82 52 67 98 48 59 80 66 01 40 74
14 81 52 67 95 01 62 92 67 00 38 70
15 81 52 66 96 79® 58 59 66 00 35 70
16 80 52 66 9 81®@ 61 46 65 79 35 65
17 80 51 65 97 81 59 86 62 51 33 65
18 79 51 65 98 81 57 83 68 00 34 65
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Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum
Day ~  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year  Low Year
19 78 50 64 9 67 62 83 67 56 36 57
20 78 49 64 94 94 66 72@ 67 94 37 83
21 78 49 63 98 67 56 00 65 62 38 93®
22 77 48 62 93 66 52 84 68 66 36 81®
23 77 48 62 93 87 54 77 62 922 32 00
24 77 47 62 94 01® 60 72 60 50 34 00®
25 77 47 62 97 52 56 77 66 49 30 72
26 77 47 62 93 52 57 48 61 79 32 72
27 77 47 62 92 63® 58 77 60 49 30 72
28 77 47 62 92 67 58 77 62 76 33 85
29 76 47 62 92 96® 57 77 61 89 34 85@
30 76 47 61 88 93® 63 54@ 64 93 35 85
October
1 75 46 61 88 91@ 61 59 59 92 30 54
2 75 46 60 86 93® 56 67 60 88 32 54
3 74 46 60 89 58 55 50 58 88 33 99®
4 73 45 59 89 80 55 50 57 88 32 73
5 72 44 58 87 58 52 57 52 88 34 82
6 72 44 58 85 80 53 57@ 57 60 30 74
7 72 44 58 86 80 48 57 57 88 29 74
8 71 44 57 84 65 50 97 58 87 26 85
9 71 44 57 84 45 52 58 56 9 26 85
10 70 43 57 86 96 50 62 55 9 33 59
11 70 43 56 84 52 52 68®@ 55 63 30 60
12 69 43 56 84 45 54 66 56 52 34 85@
13 68 42 55 81 99 57 69 55 88 31 69
14 68 41 54 78 45 58 90® 59 88 24 69
15 67 40 54 81 63 53 92 60 88 29 70
16 66 40 53 79 63 54 92@ 56 95 26 46
17 65 39 52 77 97 45 96 49 55 26 96
18 65 38 51 76 73 47 49 50 00® 27 49
19 64 38 51 78 92® 50 45 52 92 27 69
20 63 37 50 74 78 45 47 54 73 23 49
21 63 37 50 73 91@ 45 96 54 63 20 84
22 62 37 50 74 59 46 50 51 52 20 84
23 62 37 49 73 66™ 39 84 51 60 25 84
24 61 37 49 75 77® 49 57 49 46 26 75
25 60 37 48 75 550 49 57 60 45 26 78
26 59 37 48 69 92 49 00® 52 94 21 78
27 59 36 47 74 85 43 99@® 54 81 23 70
28 58 36 47 68 65 35 91 52 49 18 71
29 57 35 46 70 53 42 91® 50 97 13 71
30 56 35 45 75 67 32 71 50 97 20 72
31 56 35 45 75 67 34 84 54 67 12 84
November
1 55 35 45 69 88 31 84 49 87 20 95
2 55 35 45 70 45 38 91 51 85 17 95
3 54 35 45 75 75 36 73 53 83 17 95
4 54 35 44 71 75 32 73 46 89 16 73
5 54 35 44 63 89 31 73 48 88 20 73@®
6 53 35 44 64 58 32 73 49 89 19 73
7 52 34 43 69 78 34 45 48 97® 19 93®
8 52 34 43 69 95 34 45 48 89 16 45
9 51 34 43 73 89 30 45 60 89 18 86
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Table 3.12. (contd)

Extreme (1945-2001)

Normal (1971-2000) Maximum Minimum

Day ~  Maximum Minimum  Mean High Year Low Year High Year  Low Year
10 51 34 43 73 89 32 45 56 89 16 86
11 51 34 42 66 89 32 85 48 89 14 78
12 50 33 42 75 99 20 55 52 49 6 55
13 50 33 41 76 99 14 55 56 98 6 59
14 50 33 41 68 01 19 55 54 01 -1 55
15 49 33 4] 67 98 18 55 49 01 1 55
16 49 32 40 65 76 18 55 49 54 7 59
17 48 32 40 71 76 22 55 46 83® 10 61
18 48 31 40 64 46 25 55 47 54 11 55
19 47 31 39 67 62 22 85 44 54 14 85
20 46 30 38 65 58 24 85 47 74 3 85
21 45 29 37 63 58 17 85 46 65 3 85
22 45 29 37 65 679 17 85 53 90 -6 85
23 44 29 37 70 59 11 85 54 90 -13 85
24 44 28 36 67 95® 6 85 57 90 -12 85
25 43 28 36 67 98 11 85 50 98 3 85
26 43 28 36 65 49 15 85 45 49 -1 85
27 43 28 36 63 49 12 85 46 49 8 85
28 43 28 36 64 95 11 85 43 73 7 85
29 43 28 36 62 95 14 85 57 95 8 85
30 43 28 36 62 95@® 15 85 46 94 6 85

December

1 43 28 36 65 72 14 85 45 81 -8 85
2 43 28 35 64 77 20 85 56 75 8 85
3 42 27 35 62 8@ 27 85@ 54 75 8 85
4 42 27 34 60 75® 23 72 41 52 1 72
5 41 26 34 58 91® 21 72 41 87 7 72
6 40 26 33 59 87 16 56 43 87 8 56
7 40 26 33 58 73@ 18 56 40 52 2 56
8 40 26 33 58 89 17 72 48 46 -6 72
9 40 26 33 59 87@ 13 72 44 56 5 72
10 40 26 33 67 93 13 72 48 46 -8 72
11 40 26 33 59 91® 11 72 45 46 -4 72
12 40 26 33 57 99® 22 72 42 779 -5 72
13 40 26 33 59 46 13 72 42 46 -6 72
14 40 26 33 57 79@ 15 72 48 79 2 72
15 39 26 32 64 59 16 72 49 99 2 72
16 39 25 32 62 99 4 64 44 99 -13 64
17 38 25 31 57 98® 5 64 41 62 -12 64
18 38 24 31 56 99® 13 64 42 99 3 84
19 37 24 30 59 94 17 84 41 94 -4 84

20 37 24 30 64 94 11 84 47 94 2 90®
21 36 24 30 61 72 11 90 43 73 -10 90
22 36 24 30 59 80 7 90 42 72 -13 83
23 36 24 30 57 63 6 83 40 72 9 83
24 36 24 30 55 61® 15 90®@ 39 80® 0 90
25 36 24 30 65 80 16 90 41 72 1 90
26 36 24 30 69 80 20 90®@ 53 80 0 48
27 36 24 30 62 80@ 19 48 40 94® 2 48
28 35 23 29 59 98 11 96 46 98 -6 96

29 35 23 29 60 98® 2 68 41 98 -10 90®
30 35 22 29 54 70 2 68 39 88@ 14 68
31 35 22 28 56 62 4 68 44 80 9 78

(a) Latest of several occurrences.
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Tables 3.13 and 3.14 provide monthly heating-degree day and cooling-degree day data, respectively,
for the period 1945 through 2001. The heating-degree days are traditionally totaled for the 12-month
period July through June of the following year.

Figure 3.26 shows the climatological variation of the accumulation heating-degree days for the period
from July 1945 through July 2000. The heating degree accumulation begins July 1 of one year and ends
June 30 of the following year. It also shows the accumulation of heating-degree days for the 2000-2001
heating season. The figure shows a somewhat cooler than normal fall and early winter, with cumulative
heating-degree days above the range of typical seasons.

Figure 3.27 presents the climatological statistics for cooling-degree days and data for the 2001 cool-
ing season. The figure shows a nearly normal spring and summer, followed by a warm fall. Overall, the
cooling season was warmer than average, and near the top of the range of typical cooling seasons. In
Figures 3.26 and 3.27, the record highs and record lows do not necessarily reflect only a single year, but
the highest or lowest cumulative total to that date.

3.9 Subsurface Soil Temperatures

Hourly subsurface soil temperature data at depths of ~0.5 inch, 15 inches, and 36 inches are available
for the period from 1955 through 2001. The subsurface soil temperature sensors are installed in the
natural soil of the area with the vegetation cover removed. The soil is sandy and mixed with large gravel.

Monthly averages and extremes of monthly averages are presented in Table 3.15. The absolute
hourly extremes are also indicated in that table.
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Table 3.13. Monthly and Seasonal Heating-Degree Days

Year Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun Season
1944-45 - - - - - - 967 738 709 442 141 38 -
1945-46 0 2 97 277 733 1,000 949 710 603 331 79 42 4,823
1946-47 0 1 101 479 875 935 1,168 702 476 266 36 25 5,064
1947-48 0 7 70 351 714 989 1,024 963 709 471 237 5 5,540
1948-49 2 0 109 438 725 1,184 1,581 928 616 281 85 36 5,985
1949-50 1 0 52 456 592 927 1,640 959 704 452 196 66 6,045
1950-51 0 0 64 431 728 895 994 786 773 325 146 45 5,187
1951-52 5 19 46 421 763 1,164 1,235 823 645 311 118 45 5,595
1952-53 0 2 34 2009 929 934 694”664 585 419 228 90® 4,779
1953-54 0 3 59 298 649 851 1,118 720 722 408 124 77 5,029
1954-55 10 4 79 423 567 957 1,090 832 794® 522 253 23 5,554
1955-56 22@ 0 108 364 1,008 1,105 1,029  1,147% 655 273 110 55 5,876
1956-57 0 6 32 399 850 940 1,499 862 650 308 50 11 5,607
1957-58 0 0 37 443 739 822 862 576 666 411 72 3 4,631
1958-59 0 0 74 339 731 927 1,025 827 617 325 248 29 5,142
1959-60 4 6 118 359 855 987 1,292 799 616 374 227 21 5,658
1960-61 0 32@ 35 330 717 1,114 930 598 587 380 179 16 4918
1961-62 0 0 91 418 893 974 1,090 797 698 287 255 51 5,554
1962-63 12 1 60 385 657 874 1,228 747 577 456 170 25 5,192
1963-64 1 1 25 285 668 1,078 913 784 656 445 195 33 5,084
1964-65 0 21 94 360 804 1,224 1,009 686 685 307 171 16 5,377
1965-66 5 14 115 247 660 995 963 702 605 311 133 58 4,808
1966-67 17 2 26 362 638 829 782 598 639 519 175 12 4599
1967-68 0 0 13 305 704 993 907 670 495 416 117 23 4,643
1968-69 0 13 50 458 702 1,064 1,399 932 591 384 88 6 5,687
1969-70 0 5 39 431 745 941 1,064 683 625 480 137 23 5,173
1970-71 0 0 122 439 758 1,063 906 726 752 392 124 50 5,332
1971-72 13 3 133 420 728 1,064 1,065 878 560 463 112 23 5,462
1972-73 1 3 179 397 754 1,168 1,112 742 544 338 144 38 5420
1973-74 2 9 73 389 798 837 1,104 675 611 361 236 27 5,122
1974-75 8 0 32 388 698 892 996 880 704 504 174 31 5,307
1975-76 0 13 25 388 764 949 1,024 796 735 422 159 74 5,349
1976-77 5 15 23 392 736 1,065 1,232 684 608 253 258 22 5,293
1977-78 5 7 153 401 783 967 1,001 761 550 393 203 22 5,246
1978-79 1 10 76 390 981 1,162 1,582 861 571 369 94 21 6,118%
1979-80 13 0 10 266 924 887 1,277 888 638 302 138 68 5411
1980-81 5 18 53 394 723 883 838 707 503 345 165 51 4,685
1981-82 8 0 108 402 668 998 1,092 754 590 469 164 17 5270
1982-83 10 0 75 420 844 1,023 855 676 511 419 151 50 5,034
1983-84 8 0 125 387 643 1,357 1,035 763 552 432 292 70 5,664
1984-85 0 3 145 5329 768 1,288 1,245 982 651 288 137 21 6,060
1985-86 0 10 197% 475 1,206“ 1,362® 959 724 509 426 213 10 6,091
1986-87 18 0 153 319 680 1,009 1,066 696 522 239 85 16 42803
1987-88 1 0 32 304 640 1,040 1,028 695 591 301 166 65 4,863
1988-89 3 0 100 208 625 1,033 859 1,054 658 254 141 6 4941
1989-90 1 0 12 339 621 985 763 767 530 217 149 28 4412
1990-91 4 0@ 0@ 401 553@ 1,269 1,124 5759 649 330 148 55 5,108
1991-92 0 0 12 381 710 842 851 648 418® 278 77 13 42309
1992-93 1 18 94 298 716 1,084 1,247 958 674 374 94 23 5,581
1993-94 1 13 89 303 911 914 819 813 490 217%Y 97 22 4,689
1994-95 0 0 3 332 759 924 954 614 581 372 89 46 4,674
1995-96 0 1 24 398 623 1,003 1,124 935 623 302 225 14 5272
1996-97 3 0 99 401 797 1,090 973 692 544 395 95 2 5,091
1997-98 2 0 38 367 658 941 892 642 521 332 131 19 4,523
1998-99 0 0 15 393 582 1,000 829 651 581 424 265 62 4802
1999-00 8 17 65 407 576 846 995 760 630 288 143 35 4,770
2000-01 8 1 115 400 931 1.093 981 820 562 411 138 56 5516
2001-02 oD 0P 30 363 669 936 - - - - - - -
Average 4 5 71 375 745 1,012 1,057 773 612 365 154 34 5205
Normal® 4 5 75 376 747 1,032 1,028 767 587 350 156 33 5,160

(a) Greatest and least values.

(b) Most recent of numerous occurrences.

(c) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(d) Based on period 1971-2000.

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.
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Year Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun
1945 0 0 0 0 39 113
1946 0 0 0 9 53 100
1947 0 0 0 3 153 108
1948 0 0 0 0 31 230
1949 0 0 0 4 147 168
1950 0 0 0 0 13 112
1951 0 0 0 1 26 173
1952 0 0 0 16 46 110
1953 0 0 0 0 8 26
1954 0 0 0 0 55 90
1955 0 0 0 0 4 174
1956 0 0 0 10 122 78
1957 0 0 0 12 77 185
1958 0 0 0 0 167 282
1959 0 0 0 0 15 137
1960 0 0 0 2 26 174
1961 0 0 0 0 23 288
1962 0 0 0 5 3@ 148
1963 0 0 0 0 67 156
1964 0 0 0 0 30 115
1965 0 0 0 0 31 145
1966 0 0 0 0 80 116
1967 0 0 0 0 34 237
1968 0 0 0 5 35 168
1969 0 0 0 0 73 310
1970 0 0 0 0 29 281
1971 0 0 0 0 94 59
1972 0 0 0 0 87 164
1973 0 0 0 0 87 149
1974 0 0 0 0 12 264
1975 0 0 0 0 28 102
1976 0 0 0 0 22 91
1977 0 0 0 24 5 253
1978 0 0 0 0 5 182
1979 0 0 0 1 65 197
1980 0 0 0 7 26 57
1981 0 0 0 16 25 82
1982 0 0 0 0 20 261
1983 0 0 0 0 115 61
1984 0 0 0 0 11 88
1985 0 0 0 3 83 175
1986 0 19 0 3 125 245
1987 0 0 0 26® 125 265
1988 0 0 0 6 45 187
1989 0 0 0 1 34 215
1990 0 0 0 3 16 182
1991 0 0 0 3 6 72
1992 0 0 0 11 147 3659
1993 0 0 0 0 139 127
1994 0 0 0 15 94 163
1995 0 0 0 0 73 142
1996 0 0 0 4 14 134
1997 0 0 0 0 96 118
1998 0 0 0 16 55 183
1999 0 0 0 0 43 135
2000 0 0 0 1 25 185
2001 0 0 0 7 98 100
Average' 0 <1 0 4 56 162
Normal'® 0 <1 0 5 57 163
(a) Greatest and least values.

(b)
(©
(d)

Table 3.14. Monthly and Annual Cooling-Degree Days

Most recent of numerous occurrences.
Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
Based on period 1971-2000.

Jul
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321
243
311
321
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336
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270
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289
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397
518
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352
232
299
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274
419
451
338
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339
413
303
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319
276
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287
315
203
340
532@
192
289
385
323
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362
1711
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376
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324
527
281
335
343

355
355
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217
213
307
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281
282
204
325
322
255
447
218
233
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333
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314
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285
326
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195
447
248
299
207

438
333
291
280
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260
367
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390
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691
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1,284

1,070
1,368
843
1,301
981
1,014
1,034
1,377
891
903
1,092

1,001
1,014
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Table 3.15. Subsurface Soil Temperatures (°F) at Depths of 0.5, 15, and 36 Inches

Monthly Averages
Month 0.5 in. 15 in. 36in.
Jan 32.6 36.1 42.6
Feb 38.2 38.8 41.9
Mar 48.1 46.4 46.0
Apr 59.8 55.7 53.1
May 72.0 65.6 60.8
Jun 82.5 75.1 68.6
Jul 90.8 81.8 75.1
Aug 87.6 82.7 78.5
Sep 74.0 74.7 74.9
Oct 56.4 62.4 67.2
Nov 40.7 48.1 56.7
Dec 33.4 39.0 47.7
Annual 59.6 58.8 59.6

(a) Most recent of multiple occurrences.

0.5-in. Depth 15-in. Depth 36-in. Depth
Highest Lowest Highest Lowest Highest Lowest
Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly
Average  Year  Average  Year Average  Year ~ Average = Year Average  Year  Average _Year
39.4 1967 19.2 1979 42.7 1981 25.5 1979 48.7 1975 36.3 1979
45.1 1958 28.6 1989 44.9 1967 29.6 1957 46.9 1967 335 1957
54.3 1992 424 1955 52.6 1968 37.7 1956 51.7 1968 38.0 1956
69.4 1977 52.4 1984 62.1 1977 48.7 1955 57.4 1966 473 1955
81.4 1992 63.6 1984 71.4 1992 58.7 1984 65.1 1987 54.8 1955
90.4 1986 75.3 1956 84.5 1966 70.2 1956 73.4 1969 62.8 1984
96.2 1973 81.0 1993 88.2 1967 75.4 1955 81.1 1967 70.8 1955
94.9 1971 81.6 1960 89.2 1967 715 1964 83.9 1967 753 1999@
81.0 1967 65.5 1985 82.2 1967 68.8 1959 81.4 1967 70.1 1978
62.6 1988 52.4 1985 66.6 1967 57.9 1957 72.3 1967 62.9 1959
45.7 1999 31.9 1985 54.0 1974 42.5 1955 62.7 1974 51.2 1955
38.7 1974 26.5 1984 45.0 1974 34.1 1984 54.6 1974 414 1955
62.8 1967 55.9 1955 63.0 1967 54.6 1955 67.3 1987 55.5 1955
Absolute Hourly Extremes
156.8 1996 -2.0 1972 93.0 1967 16.1 1979 85.3 1967 322 1957

100 43010101431



4.0 Precipitation Climatology

4.1 Monthly and Annual Totals

Table 4.1 shows monthly and annual precipitation totals for the period of record, 1946 through 2001.
Normal monthly precipitation amounts for the period 1971 through 2000 and averages for the entire
period of record are noted on the table, as are monthly and annual extremes. Normal annual precipitation
at the Hanford Meteorology Station is 6.98 inches. The wettest year on record was 1995, with
12.31 inches; the driest was 1976, with 2.99 inches.

The months of November through February provide 3.64 inches (52%) of the normal annual precipi-
tation. December is the wettest month, receiving 1.11 inches; July and August are the driest, receiving
only 0.27 inch. The wettest month on record was December 1996, with 3.69 inches. September 1999,
September 1991, August 1988, and August 1955 received no precipitation.

4.2 Precipitation Distributions

The method of presenting climatological data described in Section 3.5 is appropriate for presentation
of climatological precipitation data as well, as long as the precipitation data are aggregated for sufficiently
long periods of time. Figure 4.1 shows the monthly climatological statistics for the Hanford Meteoro-
logical Station for the years from 1947 through 2001. The figure also shows the total precipitation for
each month during 2001

Figure 4.2 shows the climatological statistics of seasonal precipitation accumulation and the accumu-
lation for the 2000-2001 season. The precipitation season is defined as beginning July 1 and continuing
through June 30 the following year. This definition puts the break between seasons at in the beginning of
the driest part of the year, rather than in the middle of the wettest part of the year. The accumulation is
shown in Figure 4.2 in 5-day intervals, except for the interval containing February 29, which is a 6-day
interval.

4.3 Seasonal Precipitation

Table 4.2 provides seasonal precipitation information, with normal and average seasonal data noted.
The extremes for each season are also noted. The wettest season was the winter of 1996-1997, with
5.45 inches; the driest received only 0.03 inch (summer 1973).

4.4 Average Number of Days with Specified Amounts of Precipitation

Table 4.3 presents information on the average number of days per year with precipitation events in six
categories. A trace is less than 0.01 inch of precipitation. An average of 123 days per year have a trace or
more of precipitation; however, only 23 days receive totals of 0.10 inch or more. During the 56-year
period of record, only 4 days had an inch or more of precipitation.
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Table 4.1. Monthly and Annual Precipitation (inches)

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Annual
1946 - -- -- -- -- -- 0.15 0.35 0.52 0.65 0.66 0.11 --
1947 0.32 0.27 0.42 0.70 0.02 1.07 0.71 0.68 1.34® 2.20 0.81 0.75 9.29
1948 1.36 0.69 0.07 0.95 1.71 1.47 0.40 0.39 0.16 0.45 0.95 1.11 9.71
1949 0.13 0.68 1.12 0.02 0.16 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.23 0.10 1.47 0.16 4.12
1950 1.80 1.06 087 047 027 2929  0.07 T 0.01 2.46 0.55 0.97 11.45
1951 0.84 0.51 0.46 0.53 0.43 1.38 0.37 0.15 0.10 0.71 0.82 0.70 7.00
1952 0.65 0.50  0.06 0.13 0.58 1.07 T 0.08 0.08 0.04 0.20 0.77 4.16
1953 2.16 0.25 0.17 0.77 0.28 0.55 T 0.96 0.13 0.20 0.96 0.49 6.92
1954 1.48 0.28 0.59 0.07 0.41 0.10 0.22 0.42 0.51 0.42 0.86 0.35 5.71
1955 0.56 0.22 0.17 0.40 0.59 0.28 0.57 0 0.77 0.40 1.54 2.03 7.53
1956 1.71 0.56 0.10 T 0.22 0.86 T 0.38 0.01 1.03 0.15 0.58 5.60
1957 0.48 0.23 1.86" 0.38 0.82 0.47 0.05 0.02 0.34 2,729 0.39 0.53 8.29
1958 1.74 1.48 0.46 0.64 0.74 0.81 0.02 T 0.05 0.19 0.77 1.84 8.74
1959 2.05 1.17 040 020 0.50 0.23 T 0.03 1.26 0.56 0.41 0.26 7.07
1960 0.51 0.58 0.67 0.53 0.71 0.14 T 0.26 0.23 0.23 0.92 0.64 5.42
1961 0.33 2109 1.02 0.48 0.80 0.42 0.15 0.09 T 0.07 0.49 0.89 6.84
1962 0.13 090 0.14 034 1.35 0.12 T 0.50 0.38 0.95 0.65 0.60 6.06
1963 0.95 0.69 0.53 1.17 0.43 0.28 0.31 0.01 0.02 0.04 0.74 1.14 6.31
1964 0.37 0.01 0.03 0.11 0.04 0.90 0.04 0.24 0.09 0.28 0.94 2.34 5.39
1965 0.93 0.14  0.03 0.09 0.15 0.49 0.11 0.03 0.11 0.01 1.17 0.39 3.65
1966 0.68 0.03 0.39 0.03 0.05 0.43 0.81 T 0.27 0.39 2.25 0.60 5.93
1967 032 T 0.14  0.90 0.56 0.57 T T 0.05 0.13 0.16 0.43 3.26
1968 0.88 0.58 0.02®  0.01 0.06 0.19 0.04 0.51 0.25 0.93 1.23 1.25 5.95
1969 1.24 0.54  0.10 1.22 0.51 0.75 T T 0.48 0.10 0.13 1.29 6.36
1970 2479 075 0.27 0.45 0.54 0.25 0.01 T 0.03 0.24 0.71 0.61 6.33
1971 0.78 0.10 1.02 0.07 0.56 0.71 0.13 0.09 1.13 0.18 0.46 1.07 6.30
1972 0.19 0.27 0.58 0.10 2.03%  0.66 0.16 0.56 0.02 T 0.55 1.27 6.39
1973 0.90 0.21 008 T 0.24 0.01 T 0.02 0.43 1.72 2.64 2.02 8.27
1974 0.90 0.41 0.52 0.46 0.28 0.12 0.71 T 0.01 0.21 0.71 0.97 5.30
1975 1.43 0.98 0.33 0.42 0.38 0.24 0.32 1.16 0.03 0.87 0.60 0.70 7.46
1976 0.56 0.36 0.23 0.41 0.08 0.11 0.13 0.96 T 0.04 ™ 0.11¢» 2.99@
1977 0.08“ 0.57 0.41 T 0.65 0.37 0.06 1.36®  0.66 0.15 0.63 1.47 6.41
1978 1.72 0.92 0.30 046 0.41 0.09 0.52 0.57 0.11 T 1.21 0.26 6.57
1979 0.54 0.17 0.54  0.52 010 T 0.09 0.38 0.20 0.67 1.36 0.99 5.56
1980 1.32 1.30 030 0.86 1.41 0.96 e 0.02 0.85 0.33 0.44 1.89 9.68
1981 0.56 0.60 0.70  0.02 0.99 0.43 0.19 0.03 0.60 0.39 1.08 1.45 7.04
1982 0.33 0.57 0.30 0.75 0.28 0.75 0.22 0.20 0.55 1.33 0.91 1.79 7.98
1983 1.44 1.36 1.00 042 0.52 0.68 0.31 0.12 0.46 0.52 2.12 2.12 11.07
1984 0.23 0.94 1.01 0.60 0.55 0.99 0.06 T 0.42 0.07 1.83 0.57 7.27
1985 0.34 0.82 0.36 0.01 0.12 0.15 0.12 0.01 0.63 0.46 1.24 0.84 5.10
1986 1.76 1.37 076 T 030 T®» 0.21 0.02 0.96 0.29 0.65 0.77 7.09
1987 0.80 0.19 1.05 0.14 0.17 0.11 0.50 0.07 0.01 T 0.40 1.63 5.07
1988 048 T 0.39 1.12 0.33 0.11 0.13 (15 0.39 0.01 0.82 0.40 4.18
1989 0.21 1.67 1.56 0.84 0.59 0.01 0.01 0.26 0.02 0.42 1.04 0.29 6.92
1990 0.77 0.09 0.10 040 0.86 0.36 0.14 0.83 T 0.78 0.02 0.72 5.07
1991 0.33 0.19 1.12 0.45 0.49 1.44 0.29 0.07 0 0.53 1.44 0.40 6.75
1992 0.44 094  0.09 0.94 T® 1.14 0.38 0.20 0.27 0.61 1.07 1.82 7.90
1993 1.30 1.17 0.67 0.71 0.60 0.12 1.76®  0.24 0.04 0.09 0.19 0.94 7.83
1994 0.44 0.11 0.03 0.61 1.27 0.38 0.15 0.08 0.08 0.93 0.68 1.36 6.12
1995 2.14 0.69 0.95 1.54“ 0.79 0.77 0.34 0.07 0.79 0.87 1.04 2.32 12.31@
1996 1.42 1.22 0.83 0.43 0.62 0.05 0.14 0.02 0.22 0.88 2.67%  3.69@ 12.19
1997 1.51 0.25 0.70  0.33 0.33 0.46 0.19 0.06 0.32 0.92 1.01 0.31 6.39
1998 1.24 1.15 0.50  0.07 0.52 0.48 0.34 0.04 0.10 0.28 1.29 0.44 6.45
1999 0.89 0.70 006 T® 0.34 0.31 0.07 0.57 (1 0.48 0.26 0.07 3.75
2000 1.09 1.12 0.94  0.57 0.77 0.25 0.46 T 0.56 0.57 1.08 0.67 8.08
2001 0.29 0.42 0.67 0.83 0.08 1.27 0.05 0.08 0.13 0.37 1.67 0.80 6.66
Average®  0.92 0.64 0.5l 0.45 0.52 0.53 0.22 0.23 0.31 0.54 0.92 1.00 6.79
Normal®  0.87 0.68 0.58 0.44 0.55 0.41 0.27 0.27 0.33 0.49 0.98 1.11 6.98

(a) Greatest and least values.

(b) Most recent of multiple occurrences.

(c) Based on the entire period of record, 1946 through 2001.
(d) Based on 1971-2000.

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.

4.2



pitation

Monthly Prect

Cumulative Precipitation

Precipitation Climatology

4
iR A re
35
T Record High
T
T A v
T A
-+ A Record Low
251 A
T -
. T 4 A
- A 2001
I a _
T -
15 A
T - Loa
.
£ — _m
05 -
L 1 .
- = L &= I = - v
Jan Feb Ivfar Apr Ang Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month
Figure 4.1. Monthly Precipitation Totals (inches, water equivalent)
14
1 el
12 - _
1 . Record High
A
1T hA A A
10 atAssmak v
: A‘.“““ Record Low
T aa
s |
1 PYw e -
1 . 2000-2001
& aat® [T 1

l
| : s

-l

5 aes Py TFYTTTTTTITFTTTIYTTTY
atisaa
T T T TrYrTYYY
] ""rrrr?++T+TTTTTT i
o =il A/ TN AN A RN A AR R S A W
TTTTTTTTTTTT TTTTT T I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T TTTTTT
3 8/2 91’ 10!’1 ]Of31 1130 12429 1/28 2/28 3/30 4129 5/29 5130

s}

Day of Season

Figure 4.2. Seasonal Precipitation Accumulation (inches, water equivalent)
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Table 4.2. Seasonal Precipitation (inches)

Winter® Spring Summer Autumn

Year Dec-Feb Mar-May Jun-Aug Sep-Nov
1946 - - - 1.83
1947 0.70" 1.14 246 435
1948 2.80 2.73 2.26 1.56
1949 1.92 1.30 0.05 1.80
1950 3.02 1.61 2.99® 3.02
1951 2.32 1.42 1.90 1.63
1952 1.85 0.77 1.15 0.32
1953 3.18 1.22 1.51 1.29
1954 2.25 1.07 0.74 1.79
1955 1.13 1.16 0.85 2.71
1956 4.30 0.32 1.24 1.19
1957 1.29 3.06 0.54 3.45
1958 3.75 1.84 0.83 1.01
1959 5.06 1.10 0.26 223
1960 1.35 1.91 0.40 1.38
1961 3.07 2.30 0.66 0.56
1962 1.92 1.83 0.62 1.98
1963 224 2.13 0.60 0.80
1964 1.52 0.18 1.18 1.31
1965 3.41 0.27 0.63 1.29
1966 1.10 0.47 1.24 291
1967 0.92 1.60 0.57 0.34
1968 1.89 0.09" 0.74 241
1969 3.03 1.83 0.75 0.71
1970 451 1.26 0.26 0.98
1971 1.49 1.65 0.93 1.77
1972 1.53 2.71 1.38 0.57

1973 2.38 0.32 0.03 4.79®
1974 3.33 1.26 0.83 0.93
1975 3.65 1.13 1.72 1.50

1976 1.62 0.72 1.20 0.04®
1977 0.76 1.06 1.79 1.44
1978 3.91 1.17 1.18 1.32
1979 0.97 1.16 0.47 223
1980 3.61 2.57 0.98 1.62
1981 3.05 1.71 0.65 2.07
1982 2.35 1.33 1.17 2.79
1983 4.59 1.94 1.11 3.10
1984 3.29 2.16 1.05 2.32
1985 1.73 0.49 0.28 2.33
1986 3.97 1.06 0.23 1.90
1987 1.76 1.36 0.68 0.41
1988 2.11 1.84 0.24 1.22
1989 2.28 2.99 0.28 1.48
1990 1.15 1.36 1.33 0.80
1991 1.24 2.06 1.80 1.97
1992 1.78 1.03 1.72 1.95
1993 4.29 1.98 2.12 0.32
1994 1.49 1.91 0.61 1.69
1995 4.19 3.28" 1.18 2.70
1996 4.96 1.88 0.21 3.77
1997 5.45® 1.36 0.71 2.25
1998 2.70 1.09 0.86 1.67
1999 2.03 0.40 0.95 0.74
2000 2.28 2.28 0.71 2.21
2001 1.38 1.58 1.40 2.17
Average' 2.58 1.48 0.99 1.77
Normal® 2.66 1.58 0.95 1.80

(a) For the winter season, December is included in the previous year.
(b) Greatest and least values.

(c) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.

(d) Based on period 1971-2000.

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.
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Table 4.3. Average Number of Days with Precipitation of Specified Amount

Trace or 0.01 in. 0.10 in. 0.25 in. 0.50 in. 1.00 in.

Month more or more or more or more or more or more
Jan 16 9 3 1 (@ 0
Feb 12 7 2 1 (@ 0
Mar 11 6 2 (@) (a) 0
Apr 10 5 2 1 (2 0
May 10 5 2 1 (a) 0
Jun 9 5 2 1 (@ ()
Jul 5 2 1 @ (@) (a)
Aug 5 2 1 (@ () 0
Sep 6 3 1 @ (@ 0
Oct 9 5 2 1 (@ ()
Nov 14 9 3 1 (@) (a)
Dec 16 10 3 1 @ 0
Annual® 123 68 23 7 1© (a)

(a) Used to denote an average of less than 1/2 day.

(b) Annual totals may differ from summation of monthly events because of rounding.

(c) Although the number of days with 0.50 inch or more averages less than 1/2 day for
any one month, 75 such days were recorded during 56 years of record.

4.5 Total Time with Precipitation Observed

The total time during which precipitation was observed at the Hanford Meteorology Station includes
all types of precipitation. Observations of precipitation are recorded in hours and minutes, with the
weather observer recording the starting and ending time of each precipitation event. These data are
presented in Table 4.4. No record was kept for the hours 1600 through 2400 from July 1971 through
June 1974; therefore, a 3-year gap exists in the record for those hours. Also, beginning in late April 1995,
operations at the Hanford Meteorology Station were decreased to 8 hours (0600 to 1400) on weekends
and holidays. However, a combination of precipitation sensors and computer programs was initiated to
help ascertain the beginning and ending times of precipitation events during periods when the Hanford
Meteorology Station is not staffed. Table 4.5 lists total hours of precipitation by month for the period
1946 through 2001. As previously noted, complete precipitation duration data for the period July 1971
through June 1974 are not available, and incomplete data are not included.

The months of November through February, which contribute more than half of the annual precipita-
tion, received precipitation 10.2% of the time, three times more than the other 8 months of the year
(3.3%).
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Table 4.4. Monthly and Annual Averages and Extremes in Total Time with
Precipitation Observed: July 1946 through June 1971, July 1974

through December 2001
Averages Greatest Least
No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of

Month Hours Time Hours Time Year Hours Time Year
Jan 88.6 11.9 212.0 28.5 1969 29.2 3.9 1949
Feb 56.6 8.3 151.6 22.6 1980 2.5 04 1988
Mar 39.2 5.3 135.2 18.2 1957 6.4 0.9 1994
Apr 29.1 4.0 69.2 9.6 1953 1.6 0.2 1985
May 30.5 4.1 89.9 12.1 1948 1.2 0.2 1992
Jun 26.8 3.7 80.8 11.2 1950 29 0.4 1986
Jul 10.4 1.4 38.2 5.1 1966 0.5 0.1 1984
Aug 11.8 1.6 61.7 8.3 1968 0.0 0.0 1988
Sep 15.6 22 66.4 9.2 1977 0.0 0.0 1999®
Oct 31.6 4.2 119.9 16.1 1947 0.4 0.1 1978
Nov 61.1 8.5 146.5 20.3 1985 4.8 0.7 1976
Dec 86.7 11.7 230.5 31.0 1985 15.8 2.1 1976
Annual 487.9 5.6 738.0 8.4 1950 286.7 33 1990

(a) Most recent of severa

4.6 Notable Wet Periods

1 occurrences.

Nine periods are listed when precipitation was particularly high:

Number of Days with
Trace or More Total Amount (inches)
Greatest Measurable Water Snow-
Period Altogether  Consecutive  Precipitation Equivalent  fall
Oct 7 - Nov 4, 1947 23 out of 29 10 17 221 0.0
Jan 3 - 28, 1950 21 out of 26 10 15 1.80 234
Nov 11 - Dec 19, 1950 33 out of 39 12 20 1.37 3.7
Nov 16 - Dec 22, 1955 31 out of 37 15 24 3.19 22.7
Oct 31 - Dec 7, 1973 32 out of 38 14 20 3.45 8.1
Nov 15 - Dec 7, 1985 17 out of 23 8 14 1.96 25.2
Dec 27,1992 —Jan 23,1993 26 out of 29 12 19 2.02 26.8
Nov 13 - 27,1996 12 out of 15 10 2.66 11.9
Dec 20 - 31, 1996 11 out of 12 9 3.00 20.1
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Table 4.5. Total Duration (hours) of Precipitation by Month and Year

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr Mav Jun Jul Aug Sen Oct Nov Dec Annual
1946 - - - - - - 6.0 163 122 38.2 66.0 31.5 -
1947 34.6 29.8 30.2 327 4.8 38.4 174 126 364 11999 481 71.1 476.0
1948 70.7 70.4 16.6 438 89.9% 364 152 16.6 15.8 19.7 44 4 819 5214
1949 292 69.9 63.5 5.6 132 3.2 22 1.6 212 15.0 98.7 32.1 355.4
1950 147.4 78.0 72.0 233 13.9 80.8® 5.0 2.3 1.3 1123 929  108.8 738.0®
1951 66.3 55.9 34.8 21.5 23.7 60.8 128 177 26.6 66.5 66.0 86.7 5393
1952 151.0 57.8 19.3 22.1 25.4 71.7 43 5.4 7.1 3.6 712 137.0 5819
1953 89.3 29.7 323 69.2%  20.6 37.1 20 252 7.1 23.6 59.4 322 4277
1954 92.6 90.0 35.8 18.4 33.7 32.4 17.8 222 15.1 17.9 74.3 39.9  490.1
1955 116.4 334 20.0 57.2 4738 10.2 36.9 0.0 40.1 423 1322 1410 6775
1956 126.9 74.4 159 1.8 35.8 30.8 42 174 6.6 65.7 71.0 98.8 549.3
1957 140.6 464 13529 195 43.4 20.8 2.6 5.7 23.1 72.0 214 493 580.0
1958 82.8  106.8 37.5 54.5 24.2 242 1.2 2.0 13.4 13.6 585 1077 5264
1959 129.5 98.2 32,6 17.5 33.0 29.8 42 159 522 272 44.8 51.8 536.7
1960 86.8 48.0 49.9 32.8 472 6.3 35 273 15.8 34.8 64.1 1208 537.3
1961 91.8 94.4 60.7 39.2 48.7 23.9 42 172 2.0 15.9 57.2 99.0 5542
1962 439 58.8 55.1 24.8 80.2 13.9 43 249 21.6 71.5 444  139.6  583.0
1963 56.3 88.4 31.2 66.5 51.3 37.1 20.9 44 11.2 26.4 61.0 179.6 6343
1964 49.1 5.2 8.3 15.7 6.1 46.8 145 141 7.2 192 109.0 149.0 4442
1965 153.3 18.8 14.2 30.9 152 28.6 6.8 184 11.2 11.2 89.1 578 4555
1966 51.7 12.4 429 9.1 7.2 30.4 3820 37 15.9 263 103.5 75.6 4169
1967 34.1 4.7 30.6 60.9 52.9 233 22 1.7 12.1 29.4 27.0 88.2 367.1
1968 99.1 42.0 7.3 18.6 29.9 38.3 56 6179 17.2 453 68.9 1342 568.1
1969 21209 754 9.7 522 51.9 38.7 1.3 0.3 26.8 20.4 44.1 148.3 681.1
1970 157.2 72.9 34.0 19.2 27.2 31.1 6.9 2.3 5.3 322 85.8 83.9  558.0
1971 49.5 14.8 68.0 25.0 437 52.7 (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b)
1972 (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b)
1973 (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b)
1974 (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 21.8 0.8 1.3 26.2 58.9 64.9 (b)
1975 1057  103.8 423 29.5 29.2 20.8 13.5 268 1.0 65.6 56.1 76.6  570.9
1976 79.8 28.6 352 36.8 16.7 10.1 151 388 22 10.7 489 158 2946
1977 138.7 37.1 37.8 4.6 459 24.8 142 289 66.4% 158 77.1 98.1 589.4
1978 147.9 98.6 46.2 53.4 452 8.1 276 377 27.9 04® 716 43.7 608.3
1979 111.5 73.7 45.0 29.6 14.0 45 8.6 274 10.0 473 869 1042  562.7
1980 1185 151.6" 354 33.8 60.2 45.0 1.5 8.8 24.5 22.0 442 1212 666.7
1981 72.0 31.7 32.0 3.4 28.4 21.1 7.5 1.0 17.4 24.8 34.1 91.8 365.2
1982 475 29.2 27.8 33.6 9.4 21.8 5.8 5.3 232 40.1 42.8 81.7 368.2
1983 72.5 76.1 59.4 15.2 13.2 224 179 137 12,5 19.8 793 1332 5352
1984 32.6 58.1 40.8 352 342 37.9 0.5® 0.5 20.5 7.1 97.6 75.5 440.5
1985 151.2 54.9 26.0 1.6® 7.0 17.4 3.2 1.2 30.8 172 146.5% 230.5° 6875
1986 107.6 68.9 47.4 14.4 223 299 133 1.1 28.2 10.3 313 1438 4915
1987 64.6 20.8 74.0 10.8 14.6 11.8 16.1 45 0.5 1.8 211 1256 3662
1988 92.4 2.5@ 2438 36.2 18.3 17.4 6.2 0.0%9 138 22 55.8 62.7 332.3
1989 352 1144 1022 36.8 25.8 5.4 3.8 144 0.7 23.1 332 579 4529
1990 34.6 20.5 18.2 29.9 31.0 8.6 73 154 0.1 49.1 7.1 649  286.7
1991 57.5 28.0 43.8 15.8 39.0 41.8 9.8 42 0.0 429 70.2 482 4012
1992 36.2 56.2 7.9 42.0 120 359 225 6.6 23.6 36.6 53.0 92.6 4143
1993 171.0 64.4 65.2 57.0 38.7 13.0 352 121 3.0 6.8 30.3 58.2 554.9
1994 40.5 55.8 6.4 432 40.7 212 4.7 3.8 8.9 37.6 52.9 72.2 387.9
1995 113.8 39.2 473 56.2 27.3 52.6 8.3 7.9 14.5 33.0 47.1 62.2 509.4
1996 102.1 73.0 55.4 23.2 30.8 3.6 8.2 33 13.7 46.8 81.5 1244  566.0
1997 69.5 17.7 36.1 13.7 19.2 14.7 12.7 4.1 19.7 29.4 43.6 15.5® 2959
1998 60.0 72.3 34.2 8.6 457 13.7 12.7 1.8 6.8 14.8 45.1 54.1 369.8
1999 52.9 56.6 4.8® 3.1 152 9.4 2.1 9.4 0.049 209 44.8 352 254.4®
2000 85.8 78.8 39.6 17.3 25.7 19.8 7.1 0.8 275 23.0 56.4 499 4317
2001 43.8 55.0 47.4 44.6 8.4 34.6 29 101 49 34.7 66.5 493 402.2
Average®  89.5 56.6 39.1 28.8 30.9 26.7 10.5 118 15.8 31.6 61.0 87.5 489.6
Normal®  83.4 56.6 40.9 26.3 27.5 20.7 114 104 14.8 25.0 54.6 81.7  453.0

(a) Greatest and least values.

(b) Incomplete data not included. See Section 4.5.

(c) Most recent of numerous occurrences.

(d) Based on entire period of record, 1945 through 2001.
(e) Based on period 1971-2000.

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.

4.7



Climatology 2001

From a precipitation standpoint, 1973 was an unusual year. Total precipitation for 1973 was
8.27 inches, 132% of normal (6.26 inches). The period March 30 through September 18, 1973, was
extremely dry, receiving only 0.29 inch of precipitation during that 173-day period; however, the period
October 31 through December 7, 1973 was a notable wet period. During the months of October, Novem-
ber, and December 1973, 6.38 inches of precipitation were recorded, 289% of normal (2.21 inches) for
those months. November and December 1996 received 6.36 inches of precipitation, 328% of normal
(1.94 inches) for those months, which is greater than the normal precipitation amount for an entire year
(6.26 inches).

4.7 Notable Dry Periods

The Hanford Meteorology Station is in a semiarid region; thus, it experiences many dry periods.
January, March, and December are the only months that have always received measurable precipitation
(1946 through 2001). During 1946 through 2001, there were 40 months without measurable precipitation,
with the months of July and August accounting for 21 of those months. The record number of consecu-
tive days with no precipitation (not even a trace) occurred in 1988, when the period July 14 through
September 17 (66 days) was totally dry. The following list indicates some long periods with small
amounts of precipitation.

Notable Dry Periods
Number Total Precipitation

Year From To of Days (inch)
1952 Jun 30 Nov 10 134 0.20
1967  Jun22 Nov 7 139 0.18
1968  Feb24 Aug 13 172 0.32
1973  Mar 30 Sep 18 173 0.29
1976 Aug 26 Dec 31 128 0.15
1985  Mar 31 Sep 7 161 0.43
1986  May 6 Sep 12 129 0.30
1987  Jul 19 Oct 31 105 0.08
1988  Jun6 Sep 17 105 0.13

The driest year on record was 1976, which had 2.99 inches recorded (less than 50% of normal).
During the period September through December 1976, total precipitation was 0.15 inch, which was 6% of
normal (2.52 inches) for those months.

4.8 Snowfall

Snowfall, which includes all frozen precipitation, varied from a seasonal total of 0.3 to 56.1 inches in
1957-1958 and 1992-1993, respectively. Table 4.6 provides information on monthly and seasonal snow-
fall amounts, as well as the dates and amounts of earliest and latest snowfall each season. The earliest
measurable snowfall (0.3 inch) was recorded on October 26, 1957; the latest measurable snowfall
(1.0 inch) was recorded on April 6, 1982. The average date of the first measurable snow is November 30;
the average last measurable snow date is February 13. Normal snowfall for the period 1971 through 2000
and averages for the entire period of record are noted on the table, as are monthly and seasonal extremes.
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Table 4.6. Monthly and Seasonal Snowfall (inches), Including First and Last Dates of Both Trace and Measurable Snowfalls

6t

First First Measurable Last Measurable Last
Season Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total Date Amount Date Amount Date Amount Date Amount

1945-1946 - - - - - - - - - - - -

1946-1947 T 7.2 0.5 33 T T 0 11.0 11/17 0.2 01/31 2.2

1947-1948 0 T 3.0 2.6 5.5 0.1 T 11.2 11/14 T 12/03 0.1 03/09 0.1 04/07 T
1948-1949 0 1.7 8.1 1.8 6.9 T 0 18.5 11/07 T 11/18 0.2 02/21 0.2 03/15 T
1949-1950 T 0 0.7 23,4 3.1 1.5 T 28.7 10/18 T 12/16 0.1 03/13 0.3 04/02 T
1950-1951 0 0.8 2.9 53 53 4.2® 0 18.5 11/19 T 11/30 0.8 03/12 1.1

1951-1952 0 0.5 44 7.5 3.1 T 0 15.5 11/25 0.5 02/24 0.1 03/20 T
1952-1953 0 T 3.1 2.7 0 T 0 5.8 1122 T 12/01 0.3 01/02 2.7 03/31 T
1953-1954 0 0 1.0 143 1.6 T 0 16.9 12/08 1.0 02/11 1.6 03/10 T
1954-1955 0 0 1.8 6.0 24 0.7 T 10.9 12/03 T 12/04 1.8 03/25 0.7 04/02 T
1955-1956 0 12.7 13.4 10.2 22 T 0 38.5 11/02 0.2 02/23 0.1 03/26 T
1956-1957 T 0.1 2.5 7.9 1.4 4.0 T 15.9 10/26 T 11/26 0.1 03/06 1.7 03/12 T
1957-1958 0.3 0 T T 0 T 0 0.3 10/26 0.3 10/26 0.3 03/16 T
1958-1959 0 T 0.9 4.5 12.7 0 0 18.1 11/14 T 12/06 0.4 02/19 1.2

1959-1960 0 0.3 1.0 59 T 1.5 0 8.7 11/04 T 11/15 0.1 03/05 1.4

1960-1961 0 0 33 1.9 0 1.6 0 6.8 12/09 T 12/10 0.1 03/05 1.6

1961-1962 0 0.5 6.1 0.4 24 0.9 0 10.3 11/18 T 11/23 0.1 03/09 0.1 03/11 T
1962-1963 0 T T 7.1 0.6 0 0 7.7 11/29 T 01/30 0.4 02/01 0.6 02/13 T
1963-1964 0 T 6.4 2.9 T T T 9.3 11/19 T 12/08 43 01/24 1.5 03/22 T
1964-1965 0 0.1 19.1 6.6 T T 0 25.8 11/21 T 11/29 0.1 01/23 3.1 03/27 T
1965-1966 0 T 6.9 2.6 T T 0 9.5 11/23 T 12/23 0.6 01/22 0.2 03/21 T
1966-1967 0 0.4 2.8 0.1 0 0 0 33 11/11 0.2 01/26 0.1

1967-1968 0 0 57 4.5 0.3 0 T 10.5 12/06 T 12/09 0.6 02/17 0.3 04/16 T
1968-1969 0 T 9.7 159 2.1 0 0 27.7 11/16 T 12/19 0.1 02/23 2.0 02/28 T
1969-1970 0 T 2.7 6.6 T 0.2 0 9.5 11/29 T 12/08 1.3 03/01 0.2

1970-1971 0 0.5 44 2.0 T 0.6 0 7.5 1122 T 11/30 0.5 03/14 0.1 03/22 T
1971-1972 0.6 T 8.1 49 1.4 0.1 T 15.1 11/27 T 11/29 0.1 02/05 0.1 04/12 T
1972-1973 0 T 7.2 43 1.7 0 0 132 12/02 T 12/03 1.7 02/10 1.7 02/13 T
1973-1974 1.5@ 6.6 7.5 3.9 0 T 0 19.5 10/31 1.5 01/12 23 03/06 T
1974-1975 0 0 0.7 2.5 12.1 T T 153 12/02 T 12/12 0.3 02/09 1.7 04/04 T
1975-1976 0 1.7 3.8 6.0 0.2 T T 11.7 11/10 0.6 02/03 0.2 04/01 T
1976-1977 0 0 0.2 2.9 T T 0 3.1 12/04 T 12/23 0.2 01/31 0.2 03/27 T
1977-1978 0 2.1 34 2.9 0.9 T 0 9.3 11/15 T 11/18 0.1 02/26 0.1 03/05 T
1978-1979 0 10.1 1.4 10.3 0.5 0.1 0 22.6 11/15 T 11/18 53 03/03 0.1

1979-1980 0 5.6 7.3 8.7 4.5 0.3 0 26.2 11/22 1.4 03/05 0.3
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Table 4.6. (contd)

First First Measurable Last Measurable Last
Season Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total Date Amount Date Amount Date Amount Date Amount

1980-1981 0 0.3 22 T T 0 25 11/14 0.3 12/06 0.3 02/13 T
1981-1982 0 0 12.1 2.4 T T 1.0% 155 12/03 T 12/13 2.5 04/06 1.0

1982-1983 0 0.2 4.6 32 23 0 0 10.3 11/12 T 11/26 0.2 02/09 0.3

1983-1984 0 T 17.8 15 T 0 0 19.3 11/28 T 12/02 0.5 01/21 15 02/09 T
1984-1985 T 49 5.8 13 8.5 1.4 0 21.9 10/23 T 11/24 0.2 03/04 1.4

1985-1986 0 18.3® 7.6 2.7 5.5 0 0 34.1 11/10 0.6 02/21 0.9

1986-1987 0 0 5.1 33 0 0 0 8.4 12/04 0.4 01/26 0.1

1987-1988 0 1.1 47 5.6 0 0 0.2 11.6 11/30 1.1 04/30 0.2

1988-1989 0 0 3.5 0.2 17.0@ 3.1 T 23.8 12/18 0.3 03/05 0.2 05/18 T
1989-1990 0 0 1.4 0.6 0.7 T 0 2.7 12/25 T 12/26 0.3 02/17 0.2

1990-1991 0 0 6.1 3.8 0D 0.1 0 10.0 12/18 0.1 03/02 0.1

1991-1992 1.2 T 0.6 0.3 T 0 0 2.1 10/28 0.8 01/05 0.3 02/07 T
1992-1993 0 2.1 21.0 17.1 12.4 3.5 0 56.1® 11/21 0.2 03/03 1.5 03/16 T
1993-1994 0 1.4 1.8 0@ 0.9 0 0 4.1 11/22 0.6 02/26 0.3

1994-1995 0 0.1 42 2.7 T 0 T 7.0 11/17 0.1 12/14 0.7 04/14 T
1995-1996 0 1.0 4.0 16.7 59 0.4 0 28.0 11/10 1.0 03/04 0.4 03/05 T
1996-1997 0 11.9 22.6© 1.8 2.7 1.5 0 40.5 11/19 6.2 03/15 15 03/31 T
1997-1998 0 0 1.8 6.3 T T 0 8.1 12/07 1.8 01/21 0.2 03/05 T
1998-1999 0 0 0.9 T T 0 0 0.9 12/05 T 1224 0.9 12/24 0.9 02/18 T
1999-2000 0 (1 0.6 8.2 0.5 0 0 9.3 12/08 T 12/31 0.6 02/14 0.5

2000-2001 0 1.2 6.6 23 43 (15 0@ 14.4 11/09 T 11/23 0.3 02/16 0.9 02/18 T
2001-2001 (1S 5.0 3.5 - - - - - 11/28 5.0 - - - -
Average®® 0.1 1.7 52 49 2.3 0.5 T 14.7 1121 11/30 02/13 03/11
Normal@ 0.1 23 5.8 42 2.6 0.4 T 15.4 11/24 11/29 02/13 03/10

(a) Greatest and least values.
(b) Most recent of multiple occurrences.
(c) Based on entire period of record, 1946 through 2001.

(d) Based on period 1971-2000.

T = Trace.

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.
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Precipitation Climatology

Table 4.7 lists the greatest single storm snowfall amounts by month for the period 1946 through 2001.
The greatest single snowstorm, on February 18-20, 1993, produced 12.4 inches of snow. During the
winter of 1957-58 (the only snowfall was recorded in October), the greatest single snowstorm produced
only 0.3 inch.

Table 4.8 lists some miscellaneous snowfall statistics for the Hanford Meteorology Station for the
period 1946 through 2001. Included in this table are average number of days per month with snow depth
above certain threshold values, greatest number of days per month with snow depth above certain thresh-
old values, record number of consecutive days with snow depth above certain threshold values, record
monthly snow depth, and 24-hour snowfall amounts. The record snow depth at the Hanford Meteorology
Station is 15.6 inches, recorded in December 1985. The record number of days with snow depth
=6 inches was 43 days in the winter of 1992-1993.

4.9 Normal and Maximum Daily Precipitation

Table 4.9 contains annual maximum precipitation statistics for the time periods 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, and
24 hours, including the dates of occurrence for each time period, 1947 through 2001. Table 4.10 contains
normal and maximum values of precipitation (minimum values are not needed because every day of the
year has a minimum value of 0). The normal precipitation values are based on the revised period 1971
through 2000; the daily maximum values are for the entire period of record (1945 through 2001). The
maximum daily value for each month is noted on the table.

Climatologically speaking, the wettest period of the year is from December 4 through 14, with each
day having a normal precipitation value of 0.04 inch. Although previously stated in Section 4.2, most
days do not receive any precipitation, those that do typically receive considerably more than 0.04 inch.
October 1, 1957, recorded the greatest precipitation in one day, 1.60 inches. There have been only 4 days
during the period of record that have never received measurable precipitation. However, all have received
a trace.
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Table 4.7. Snowfall (inches) - Greatest Amount from a Single Storm

Year Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Season
1946-47 0 0 0 T 45 0.3 22 T T 0 0 0 45
1947-48 0 0 0 0 T 1.8 26 52 0.1 T 0 0 5.2
1948-49 0 0 0 0 1.7 1.9 0.8 4.4 T 0 0 0 4.4
1949-50 0 0 0 T 0 0.4 5.1 22 1.2 T 0 0 5.1
1950-51 0 0 0 0 0.8 2.1 2.3 3.5 22 0 0 0 3.5
1951-52 0 0 0 0 0.5 2.1 3.0 2.5 T 0 0 0 3.0
1952-53 0 0 0 0 T 1.1 2.7 0 T 0 0 0 2.7
1953-54 0 0 0 0 0 1.0 9.6 1.6 T 0 0 0 9.6
1954-55 0 0 0 0 0 1.8 1.7 22 0.7 T T 0 22
1955-56 0 0 0 0 4.8 3.4 4.4 0.6 T 0 0 0 48
1956-57 0 0 0 T 0.1 2.4 3.5 1.2 22 0 0 0 3.5
1957-58 0 0 0 0.3 0 T T 0 T 0 0 0 0.3
1958-59 0 0 0 0 T 0.4 2.7 5.9 0 0 0 0 5.9
1959-60 0 0 0 0 0.2 0.6 3.6 T 15 0 T 0 3.6
1960-61 0 0 0 0 0 2.0 1.9 0 1.6 0 0 0 2.0
1961-62 0 0 0 0 0.4 3.0 0.3 2.0 0.8 0 0 0 3.0
1962-63 0 0 0 0 0 T 7.1 0.6 0 0 0 0 7.1
1963-64 0 0 0 0 T 43 1.5 T T T T 0 43
1964-65 0 0 0 0 0.1 53 32 T T 0 0 0 53
1965-66 0 0 0 0 T 5.4 1.9 T T 0 0 0 5.4
1966-67 0 0 0 0 0.4 0.3 0.1 0 T 0 0 0 0.4
1967-68 0 0 0 0 0 33 2.9 0.3 0 T 0 0 33
1968-69 0 0 0 0 T 3.6 6.4 2.0 0 0 0 0 6.4
1969-70 0 0 0 0 T 13 3.0 T 0.2 0 0 0 3.0
1970-71 0 0 0 0 0.5 3.1 1.8 T 0.5 0 0 0 3.1
1971-72 0 0 0 0.6 T 3.4 3.9 13 0.1 T 0 0 3.9
1972-73 0 0 0 0 T 4.0 2.8 1.7 0 0 0 0 4.0
1973-74 0 0 0 1.5@ 3.9 5.8 2.3 0 0 0 0 0 5.8
1974-75 0 0 0 0 0 0.4 0.9 5.6 T T 0 0 5.6
1975-76 0 0 0 0 1.7 3.1 2.4 0.2 T 0 0 0 3.1
1976-77 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 1.8 T T 0 0 0 1.8
1977-78 0 0 0 0 1.8 2.5 22 0.8 T 0 0 0 2.5
1978-79 0 0 0 0 9.1® 1.0 5.0 0.3 0 0 0 0 9.1
1979-80 0 0 0 0 3.4 3.6 6.4 4.5 0.3 0 0 0 6.4
1980-81 0 0 0 0 0.3 1.9 T T 0 0 0 0 1.9
1981-82 0 0 0 0 0 3.8 1.0 T T 1.09 0 0 3.8
1982-83 0 0 0 0 0.2 2.6 2.0 2.0 0 0 T 0 2.6
1983-84 0 0 0 0 T 5.1 1.5 T 0 0 0 0 5.1
1984-85 0 0 0 T 47 2.4 13 29 0 0 0 0 47
1985-86 0 0 0 0 8.8 6.6 1.1 2.7 0 0 0 0 8.8
1986-87 0 0 0 0 0 2.1 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 2.1
1987-88 0 0 0 0 1.1 4.4 23 0 0 0 0 0 4.4
1988-89 0 0 0 0 0 1.7 0.2 10.0 2.7® T T 0 10.0
1989-90 0 0 0 0 0 1.1 0.6 0.7 T 0 0 0 1.1
1990-91 0 0 0 0 0 2.8 2.1 0 0.1 0 0 0 2.8
1991-92 0 0 0 0.9 T 0.6 0.3 T 0 0 0 0 0.9
1992-93 0 0 0 0 1.6 3.8 7.3 12.4@ 2.0 0 0 0 12.49
1993-94 0 0 0 0 0.6 1.0 0 0.3 0 0 0 0 1.0
1994-95 0 0 0 0 0.1 1.7 1.9 T 0 T 0 0 1.9
1995-96 0 0 0 0 1.0 2.7 3.5 4.0 0.4 0 0 0 4.0
1996-97 0 0 0 0 7.1 6.0 0.9 2.7 1.5 0 0 0 7.1
1997-98 0 0 0 0 0 1.8 33 T T 0 0 0 33
1998-99 0 0 0 0 0 0.9 T 0 0 0 0 0 0.9
1999-2000 0 0 0 0 0 0.6 22 0.5 0 0 0 0 22
2000-2001 0 0 0 0 0.7 1.4 0.9 22 0 0 0 0 22
2001-2002 0 0 0 0 5.0 1.9 - - - - - - -

(a) Greatest value.

(b) Most recent of multiple occurrences.
(c) Seasonal low.

T =Trace

NOTE: dashes indicate no data are available.

4.12



Precipitation Climatology

Table 4.8. Miscellaneous Snowfall Statistics, 1946 through 2001

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Season

Average Number

of Days of Given

Depth at 0400 PST

21 inch (a) 1 7 9 4 (a) 21
23 inches 0 1 3 5 2 (a) 11
=6 inches 0 (a) 1 2 1 (a) 5
212 inches 0 0 (a) (a) 0 0 (a)

Record Greatest

Number of Days

of Given Depth

at 0400 PST

>1 inch 0 12 (1996)® 31 (1985) 31 (1969) 20 (1989) 7 (1993) 72 (1992-93)
23 inches 0 12 (1996) 31 (1985) 27 (1993) 16 (1950) 6 (1993) 58 (1985-86)
26 inches 0 9 (1985) 23 (1985) 25(1993) 9 (1993) 5(1993) 43 (1992-93)
=12 inches 0 0 4 (1964) 10 (1993) 0 0 10 (1992-93)
Record Greatest 1.5 (1973) 10.0 (1985)  15.6(1985) 15.0(1993) 10.0 (1969) 9.1 (1993) 15.6 (Dec 1985)
Depth

Greatest in 1.5 (1973) 8.8 (1985) 6.6 (1985)  7.1(1954) 10.2(1993) 2.7 (1989) 10.2 (Feb 1993)
24 hours

Record Consecutive

Number of Days of

Given Depth at Number

0400 PST of Days From To

=1 inch 60 November 20, 1985 January 18, 1986

>3 inches 57 November 22, 1985 January 17, 1986

=6 inches 32 December 20, 1964 January 20, 1965

212 inches 6 January 15, 1993 January 20, 1993

(a) Denotes less than 1/2 day.
(b) Year of occurrence in parentheses.
PST = Pacific Standard Time.
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Table 4.9. Maximum Precipitation (inches)

Year 1h Date 2h Date 3h Date 6h Date 12h Date 24 h Date
1947 0.48 0829 0.51 06-07 0.54  06-07 0.67 09-15 0.75 09/16-17 0.88 10/19-20
1948 024  05-19 0.30 06-11 031 06/10-11 0.50 01/6-7 0.65 01-06 1.08 01/06-07
1949 0.18 11-23 0.28 11-23 0.41 11-23 0.60 11-23 0.63 11-23 0.65 11/23-24
1950 030  06-17 0.52 06-17 0.58  06-17 0.87 06-17 1.05 06-17 1.24 06/16-17
1951 028  04-28 0.41 04-28 044 0428 0.45 06-06 0.47 06-06 0.70 06/05-06
1952 027  05-10 0.27 05-10 027  05-10 0.29 06-29 0.39 06-29 0.48 06-29
1953 035 0826 0.35 08-26 035 0826 0.44 01/08-09 0.77 01/08-09 0.83 01/08-09
1954 0.16  03-19 0.19 05-26 027  01-16 0.52 01-16 0.72 01/15-16 0.77 01/15-16
1955 0.13 12-31 0.21 12-21 0.31 12-21 0.49 12-21 0.61 12-21 0.64 11/26-27
1956 0.16  06-14 0.22 06-14 027  06-14 0.28®  01-15 0.44 01/14-15 0.73 01/14-15
1957 0.47  10-01 0.88®  10-01 1.08®  10-01 1.68®  10/01-02 1.88%  10/01-02 1.91®  10/01-02
1958 043 06-12 0.43 06-12 043 06-12 0.65 12/10-11 0.88 12/10-11 1.00 12/10-11
1959 0.18  05-17 0.18 05-17® 023 09-14® 0.40 01-11 0.54 01/11-12 0.82 01/11-12
1960 022 0327 0.23 03-27 033 05/06-07 0.43 05/06-07 0.44 05/06-07 0.44 05/06-07
1961 021  02-01 0.39 02-01 042  02-01 0.46 05/09-10 0.72 02-01 0.72 02-01
1962 0.19 11-30 027 11-30 034 02-09 0.40 10-12 0.52 10-12 0.52 10-12
1963 022 0131 0.37 01-31 0.44  01-31 0.54 01-31 0.94 01-31/02-01 0.98 01-31/02-01
1964 0.16 1222 0.20 6-08 032 1221 0.42 12-21 0.54 12-21 0.60 12/21-22
1965 0.10®  05-19 0.14®  11-24® 0.18%  06-17 0.29 06-17 0.39 06-17 0.48 06-17
1966 0.14  07-02 0.17 07-02 022 11-19 0.37 11-19 0.74 11/19-20 0.78 11/19-20
1967 0.15  04-18 0.26 06-21 031  06-21 0.31 06-21 032  06-21 0.37®  04/17-18
1968 0.12 12-24 0.21 12-24 028 1224 0.36 12-24 0.43 10-11 0.54 10/07-08
1969 0.55®  06-12 0.59 06-12 0.59  06-12 0.60 06-12 0.60 06/12-13 0.60 06-12
1970 0.15  05-12 0.29 05-12 037  05-12 0.47 05-12 0.50 05-12 0.61 01/22-23
1971 0.15  03-15 0.26 03-25 035  01-16 0.48 03/25-26 0.53 01-16 0.53 01-16
1972 0.18 0520 0.32 05-30 045 0520 0.80 05/20-21 1.24 5/20-21 1.39 05/20-21
1973 0.15 10-31 0.21 10-31® 030  11-12 0.53 10-31 0.64 10-31 0.64 11/11-12
1974 045  07-19 0.45 07-19 045  07-19 0.45 07-19 0.45 07-19 0.45 07-19
1975 030  08-18 0.47 08-18 0.55  08-18 0.69 08-18 0.69 08-18 0.69 08-18
1976 032 08-07 0.33 08-07 033 08-07 0.33 08-07 0.33 08-07 0.40 08/24-25
1977 0.16  12-13 0.28 12-13 036  12-13 0.61 12-13 0.75 12-13 0.89 08/29-30
1978 0.15  04-27 0.22 04-27 023 0427 0.31 11-18™ 0.58 11/18-19 0.67 11/18-19
1979 0.11 04-17 0.18 03-27 022 0327 0.29 03-27 0.40 03-27 0.42 11-16+
1980 0.14 1225 0.24 04-20 029 0420 0.47 05/25-26 0.74 09-13 0.90 05/25-26
1981 022  05-25 0.34 05-25 038 0525 0.73 05-25 0.74 05-25 0.74 05-25
1982 022  07-07 0.33 11-18 040  11-18 0.64 10-28 0.95 10/28-29 0.97 10/28-29
1983 024  09-01 0.31 11-10 039 11-10 0.45 11/23-24 0.60 11/23-24 0.66 11-10
1984 020  06-28 0.38 03-20 039 03-20 0.48 03/20-21 0.51 03/20-21 0.53 03/20-21
1985 0.14 1207 0.22 11-21 029  11-21 0.46 11-21 0.52 11/21-22 0.52 11/21-22
1986 024  09-15 0.43 09-15 045  09-15 0.47 09-15 0.47 09-15 0.54 09-15
1987 021  07-09 0.24 07-09 027  07-09 0.31 12-09 0.34 12-09 0.55 12-09
1988 0.31 04-28 0.42 04-28 042 0428 0.42 04-28 0.48 04-28 0.49 04/27-28
1989 0.16  04-25 0.25 04-25 026 0425 0.31 05-23 0.38 02/16-17 0.56 02/16-17
1990 025  06-06 0.33 08-21® 043 0821 0.66 08-21 0.77 08/20-21 0.77 08/20-21
1991 049  06-29 0.50 06-29 0.51  06-29 0.51 06-29 0.53 06-29 0.59 06/05-06
1992 0.17  06-12 0.25 06-12 031  06-12 0.44 06-12 0.70 06-12 0.79 06-12
1993 032  07-17 0.45 07-17 055  07-17 0.82 07-17 1.01 07/16-17 1.39 07/16-17
1994 027  05-15 0.32 10-14 037  05-15 0.49 05-15 0.58 05-15 0.59 05/14-15
1995 0.48  05-09 0.53 05-09 0.53  05-09 0.55 12-12 0.65 12-12 1.04 12/11-12
1996 0.16  12-31® 0.29 12-29 040 1229 0.65 12-29 0.90 11-19 1.70 11/18-19
1997 027  10-08 0.36 10-08 0.40  10-08 0.48 01-31 0.57 11-07 0.70 01-17
1998 0.19 11-05 0.29 11-05 036  11-05 0.49 11-05 0.62 11-05 0.62 11-05
1999 0.40  08-05 0.40 08-05 0.47  08-05 0.48 08-05 0.48 08-05 0.51 01/22-23
2000 0.18  07-16 0.23 05-31 029  05-31 0.40 05-31 0.50 04-13 0.54 04-13
2001 0.15  06-05 0.25 06-26 034  06-26 0.47 06/26-27 0.48 06/26-27 0.72 06/26-27
(a)  Greatest and least values.

(b)

Last of multiple occurrences.
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Table 4.10. Normal and Maximum Daily Precipitation (inches)

Historical Period

Normal Period (1971-2000) (1945-2001)
Number of Years
Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
January
1 0.02 8 3 0.20 1987 0.20 1987
2 0.02 0 6 0.17 1983 0.27 1953
3 0.02 0 6 0.20 1975 0.28 1966
4 0.02 8 8 0.17 1976 0.25 1956
5 0.03 7 6 0.19 1986 0.23 1966
6 0.03 4 8 0.50 1983 0.87 1948
7 0.03 13 3 0.31 1990 0.31 1990
8 0.03 9 9 0.34 1993 0.59 1953
9 0.03 9 9 0.41 1995 0.41 1995@
10 0.04 5 0.22 1995 0.22 1995
11 0.04 11 7 0.19 1995 0.48 1959
12 0.04 7 11 0.32 1973 0.58 1958
13 0.04 9 7 0.33 1980 0.37 1950
14 0.04 16 2 0.27 1993 0.40 1968
15 0.04 7 6 0.43 1978 0.43 1978
16 0.04 14 5 0.53 1971 0.70 1954
17 0.03 8 6 0.31 1997 0.31 1997
18 0.03 8 8 0.28 1996 0.28 1996
19 0.03 8 3 0.12 1983 0.39 1950
20 0.02 8 2 0.26 1985 0.32 1953
21 0.02 7 6 0.16 1997 0.16 1997®
22 0.02 7 7 0.47 1999 0.54 1970
23 0.03 11 5 0.13 1998 0.27 1965
24 0.03 8 4 0.26 1996 0.26 1996
25 0.03 7 4 0.72 1975 0.72 1975
26 0.02 7 4 0.20 1983 0.36 1970
27 0.02 9 5 0.21 1996 0.32 1954
28 0.02 8 5 0.19 1995® 0.19 1995@
29 0.02 6 4 0.21 1986 0.33 1958
30 0.02 7 6 0.24 1995 0.24 1995
31 0.02 9 9 0.69 1997 0.94® 1963®
February
1 0.02 8 6 0.26 1985 0.72 1961
2 0.02 4 9 0.12 1980 0.26 1963
3 0.02 6 6 0.31 1998 0.31 1998
4 0.02 6 3 0.28 1975 0.28 1975
5 0.02 7 7 0.10 1996 0.15 1953
6 0.02 9 4 0.16 1983@ 0.18 1961
7 0.02 8 6 0.34 1995 0.34 1995
8 0.02 5 5 0.12 1985 0.12 1985
9 0.02 7 4 0.21 1992 0.43 1959
10 0.02 2 5 0.15 1973 0.64 1961
11 0.02 10 5 0.25 1997 0.30 1969
12 0.02 9 5 0.37 1998 0.42 1958
13 0.02 9 7 0.21 1981 0.21 1981
14 0.03 7 8 0.39 1986 0.39 1986
15 0.03 10 4 0.20 1982 0.30 1970
16 0.04 5 8 0.42 1989 0.42 1989
17 0.04 10 5 0.42 1989 0.42 1989
18 0.03 11 5 0.34 1983 0.34 1983®
19 0.03 10 5 0.78 1993 0.78® 1993®
20 0.03 10 4 0.18 1984 0.18 1984
21 0.03 10 5 0.20 1986 0.36 1956
22 0.02 3 2 0.15 1989 0.21 1949
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Normal Period (1971-2000)

Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period
(1945-2001)

Number of Years

Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
23 0.02 7 4 0.16 1986 0.22 1968
24 0.02 7 7 0.13 1996 0.33 1950
25 0.02 9 7 0.22 1996@ 0.25 1948
26 0.02 7 4 0.30 2000® 0.30 2000
27 0.02 9 5 0.32 1999 0.32 1999
28 0.02 8 2 0.33 1977 0.33 1977
29 0.02 2 2 0.04 1984 0.04 1984

March
1 0.02 11 3 0.15 1972 0.15 1972
2 0.02 8 7 0.20 1991 0.20 1991®
3 0.02 8 6 0.15 1991® 0.15 1991®
4 0.02 12 5 0.48 2000 0.48 2000
5 0.02 5 6 0.23 1989 0.23 1989
6 0.02 5 2 0.07 1971® 0.24 1957
7 0.02 6 4 0.21 1986 0.21 1986
8 0.02 7 4 0.19 1988 0.23 1951
9 0.02 4 8 0.42 1995 0.42 1995
10 0.02 14 3 0.21 1995 0.21 1995
11 0.02 6 7 0.24 1989 0.24 1989
12 0.02 7 3 0.42 1987 0.42 1987
13 0.02 8 8 0.35 1983 0.35 1983
14 0.02 6 5 0.16 1995 0.16 1995
15 0.02 7 3 0.18 1987 0.25 1949
16 0.02 9 5 0.34 1997 0.34 1997®
17 0.02 3 6 0.03 1975 0.16 1949
18 0.02 7 6 0.08 1997 0.25 1949
19 0.02 3 3 0.12 1987 0.12 1987
20 0.01 7 2 0.43 1984 0.43 1984
21 0.02 4 2 0.10 1984®@ 0.18 1958
22 0.02 6 6 0.21 1971 0.22 1961
23 0.02 6 6 0.26 1986 0.26 1986
24 0.02 4 0 0.52 1991 0.52® 1991®
25 0.02 7 2 0.43 1971 0.43 1971
26 0.02 4 5 0.50 1981 0.50 1981
27 0.02 4 3 0.42 1979 0.42 1979
28 0.02 4 2 0.13 1982 0.13 1982
29 0.01 6 1 0.15 1983 0.15 1983
30 0.01 3 6 0.23 1974 0.23 1974
31 0.01 5 5 0.26 1996 0.26 1996
April
1 0.01 6 7 0.18 1983 0.22 1958
2 0.01 5 4 0.11 1993 0.18 1948
3 0.01 3 4 0.10 1993 0.18 1947
4 0.01 4 5 0.13 1984 0.18 1948
5 0.01 5 4 0.07 1972 0.44 1969
6 0.01 6 3 0.36 1982 0.36 1982
7 0.01 3 3 0.22 1984 0.30 1953
8 0.01 7 3 0.18 1991 0.18 1991
9 0.01 4 9 0.32 1992 0.32 1992
10 0.02 3 6 0.06 1995 0.26 2001
11 0.02 4 9 0.23 1982 0.25 2001
12 0.01 6 2 0.36 1995 0.36 1995
13 0.01 5 2 0.54 2000 0.54 2000
14 0.01 5 5 0.17 1975@ 0.17 1975@
15 0.01 2 6 0.17 1991 0.17 1991
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Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period

Normal Period (1971-2000) (1945-2001)
Number of Years

Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
16 0.01 4 6 0.08 1979@ 0.11 1948
17 0.01 3 7 0.36 1988 0.36 1988
18 0.01 1 4 0.12 1984 0.31 1967
19 0.02 5 8 0.22 1994 0.41 1970

20 0.02 5 3 0.56 1980 0.56" 1980®
21 0.02 1 4 0.07 1989 0.07 1989
22 0.02 7 4 0.28 1996 0.28 1996
23 0.02 7 4 0.22 1974 0.22 1974
24 0.02 4 7 0.22 1975 0.22 1975
25 0.02 5 6 0.35 1989 0.35 1989
26 0.02 2 3 0.04 1989 0.25 1955
27 0.02 6 5 0.34 1995 0.34 1995
28 0.02 7 4 0.48 1988 0.51 1951
29 0.02 2 1 0.10 1992 0.30 1961
30 0.02 8 0 0.12 1984 0.12 1984

May

1 0.01 4 5 0.19 1984 0.19 1984
2 0.01 6 2 0.17 1975 0.17 1975
3 0.01 6 5 0.29 1977 0.29 1977
4 0.01 6 3 0.06 1973 0.10 1967
5 0.02 8 2 0.07 2000 0.28 1963
6 0.02 4 6 0.20 1986 0.20 1986
7 0.02 4 2 0.39 1983 0.39 1983
8 0.02 5 7 0.55 1972 0.55 1972
9 0.02 3 5 0.53 1995 0.53 1995
10 0.02 5 5 0.15 1980 0.39 1961
11 0.02 6 3 0.11 1975 0.39 1951
12 0.01 4 5 0.14 1996 0.50 1970
13 0.01 4 3 0.11 1985 0.15 1952
14 0.01 6 6 0.25 1978 0.25 1978
15 0.01 5 5 0.58 1994 0.58 1994
16 0.02 1 5 0.14 1991 0.14 1991
17 0.02 8 2 0.23 1998 0.25 1959
18 0.02 6 3 0.13 1981 0.13 1981
19 0.02 5 3 0.20 1994 0.55 1948
20 0.02 5 1 0.70 1972 0.70 1972
21 0.02 4 1 0.69 1972 0.69 1972
22 0.02 5 4 0.12 1984 0.12 1984
23 0.03 5 5 0.33 1990 0.33 1990
24 0.02 5 3 0.14 1998 0.51 1962
25 0.02 8 1 0.74 1981 0.74 1981

26 0.02 4 7 0.79 1980 0.79® 1980®
27 0.02 7 3 0.11 1990 0.11 1990
28 0.02 8 4 0.28 1988 0.28 1988
29 0.02 4 3 0.09 1996 0.11 1961
30 0.02 7 1 0.14 1987 0.14 1987
31 0.02 6 3 0.45 2000 0.45 2000

June

1 0.02 2 3 0.29 1977 0.29 1977
2 0.02 4 2 0.10 1975 0.12 1966
3 0.02 4 11 0.30 1971 0.30 1971
4 0.02 7 2 0.25 1984 0.45 1951
5 0.02 5 4 0.49 1991 0.49 1991
6 0.02 5 4 0.36 1990 0.54 1951
7 0.02 7 4 0.15 1972 0.71 1947
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Normal Period (1971-2000)

Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period
(1945-2001)

Number of Years

Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
3 0.02 6 3 0.21 1981 0.49 1964
9 0.02 2 3 0.04 1972 0.22 1948

10 0.01 1 4 0.08 1983 0.14 1956
11 0.01 4 4 0.06 1997 0.39 1950
12 0.01 5 7 0.79 1992 0.79 1992
13 0.01 6 3 0.35 1980 0.49 1948
14 0.01 4 1 0.10 1995 0.37 1956
15 0.01 6 2 0.03 1998® 0.15 1964
16 0.01 3 5 0.14 1980 0.18 1948
17 0.01 2 5 0.06 1975 1.09® 1950®
18 0.01 3 3 0.09 1994 0.09 1994
19 0.01 4 2 0.29 1998 0.29 1998
20 0.01 6 2 0.24 1984 0.24 1984
21 0.01 4 2 0.03 1991® 0.32 1967
22 0.01 4 6 0.14 1971 0.14 1971
23 0.01 6 1 0.05 1996® 0.17 1963
24 0.01 7 2 0.21 1972 0.21 1972
25 0.01 3 5 0.02 1980 0.03 1954
26 0.02 3 4 0.27 1982 0.39 2001
27 0.02 3 1 0.37 1983 0.37 1983
28 0.01 5 6 0.24 1992 0.24 1992
29 0.01 5 2 0.53 1991 0.53 1991
30 0.01 1 2 0.06 1976 0.06 1976
July
1 0.01 2 2 0.16 1978 0.31 1966
2 0.01 3 6 0.07 1986 0.34 1966
3 0.01 3 3 0.31 1978 0.31 1978
4 0.01 5 2 0.10 1986 0.10 1986
5 0.01 3 2 0.19 1981 0.36 1951
6 0.01 4 2 0.25 2000 0.25 2000
7 0.01 3 1 0.22 1982 0.30 1963
8 0.01 7 2 0.20 1995 0.20 1995
9 0.01 6 1 0.27 1987 0.27 1987
10 0.01 4 5 0.12 1997 0.16 1954
11 0.01 2 3 0.04 1979 0.04 1979
12 0.01 0 2 T 1982® T 1982®
13 0.01 4 4 0.28 1975 0.28 1975
14 0.01 0 2 T 1993® 0.05 1957
15 0.01 3 1 0.08 1991 0.08 1991
16 0.02 6 2 0.50 1993 0.50 1993
17 0.01 6 2 0.89 1993 0.89® 1993®
18 0.01 2 2 0.12 1987 0.12 1987
19 0.01 2 2 0.45 1974 0.45 1974
20 0.01 2 3 0.01 1992® 0.09 1965
21 T 1 2 0.01 1997 0.02 1965
22 T 0 3 T 1993@ T 1993®
23 T 2 0 0.28 1992 0.28 1992
24 0.01 2 2 0.06 1990 0.07 1955
25 0.01 3 2 0.23 1983 0.23 1983
26 0.01 1 2 0.04 1995 0.22 1955
27 0.01 1 0 0.02 1983 0.31 1947
28 0.01 1 3 0.06 1984 0.28 1947
29 0.01 3 2 0.05 1997 0.05 1997
30 T 0 4 T 1997® T 2001®
31 T 3 2 0.16 1998 0.16 1998
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Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period

Normal Period (1971-2000) (1945-2001)
Number of Years
Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
August
1 T 1 0 0.08 1976® 0.08 1976®
2 T 2 0 0.01 1996 0.01 1996®
3 T 0 1 T 1971 0.29 1962
4 T 1 0 0.01 1985 0.04 1948
5 T 1 3 0.48 1999 0.48 1999
6 0.01 2 1 0.11 1976 0.11 1976
7 0.01 2 1 0.33 1976 0.33 1976
8 0.01 1 3 0.01 1994 0.08 1952
9 0.01 2 1 0.10 1982 0.10 1982
10 T 1 3 0.06 1995 0.06 1947
11 T 1 1 0.01 1983 0.11 1947
12 T 1 2 0.01 1972 0.18 1962
13 0.01 4 3 0.04 1987@ 0.04 1987®
14 0.01 4 3 0.09 1979 0.09 1979
15 0.01 3 1 0.42 1972 0.42 1972
16 0.01 1 1 0.24 1993 0.24 1993
17 0.01 0 3 T 1995® T 1995®
18 0.01 3 1 0.69 1975 0.69 1975
19 0.01 3 4 0.05 1979 0.18 1954
20 0.01 6 3 0.03 1978 0.22 1953
21 0.02 3 4 0.76 1990 0.76® 1990®
22 0.02 6 0 0.18 1978 0.18 1978
23 0.02 3 1 0.14 1975 0.14 1975
24 0.02 6 2 0.38 1977 0.38 1977
25 0.01 1 2 0.29 1976 0.29 1976
26 0.01 3 2 0.02 1994® 0.38 1953
27 0.01 3 2 0.14 1989 0.14 1989
28 0.01 2 5 0.13 1975 0.13 1975
29 0.01 6 2 0.28 1977 0.51 1947
30 0.01 3 3 0.61 1977 0.61 1977
31 0.01 1 4 0.01 1973 0.02 1961®
September
1 0.01 6 0 0.43 1971 0.43 1971
2 0.01 3 3 0.17 1971 0.17 1971
3 0.01 5 0 0.15 1997 0.15 1997
4 0.01 1 2 0.02 1977 0.19 1960
5 0.01 3 1 0.19 1971 0.19 1971
6 0.01 4 0 0.48 1995 0.48 1995
7 0.01 3 2 0.19 1995 0.23 1947
8 0.01 2 4 0.10 1985 0.10 1985
9 0.01 3 4 0.07 1985 0.07 1985
10 0.01 2 3 0.27 2000 0.27 2000
11 0.01 2 1 0.05 1982 0.10 1966
12 0.01 0 1 T 1980® 0.03 1958
13 0.01 3 1 0.79 1980 0.79® 1980®
14 0.01 5 3 0.14 1996 0.41 1959
15 0.01 3 5 0.54 1986 0.54 1986
16 0.01 2 5 0.03 1985 0.66 1947
17 0.02 3 4 0.16 1985 0.26 1969
18 0.02 4 5 0.22 1983 0.41 1959
19 0.02 6 4 0.26 1973 0.26 1973
20 0.01 5 6 0.13 1988 0.13 1988
21 0.01 4 2 0.05 2000 0.05 2000
22 0.01 3 1 0.20 1984 0.20 1984
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Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period

Normal Period (1971-2000) (1945-2001)
Number of Years

Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
23 0.01 5 0 0.21 1986 0.21 1986
24 0.01 4 1 0.10 1977 0.10 1977
25 0.01 4 3 0.25 1982 0.25 1982
26 0.01 4 2 0.22 1981 0.22 1981
27 0.01 4 0 0.38 1981 0.43 1955
28 0.01 4 2 0.11 1977 0.34 1962
29 0.01 3 1 0.07 1986 0.07 1986

30 0.01 1 3 0.02 1995 0.03 1953@

October

1 0.01 2 4 0.14 2000 1.60® 1957®
2 0.01 3 5 0.09 1995 0.31 1957
3 0.01 4 1 0.38 1995 0.38 1995
4 0.01 1 1 0.01 1996 0.15 1950
5 T 0 4 T 1981® 0.25 1950
6 0.01 5 2 0.22 1973 0.22 1973
7 0.01 1 1 0.25 1985 0.25 1985
8 0.01 2 3 0.46 1997 0.49 1950
9 0.01 1 3 0.04 1975 0.32 1947
10 0.01 5 4 0.22 2000 0.32 1959
11 0.01 2 3 0.18 1995 0.43 1968
12 0.01 3 4 0.09 1996 0.52 1962
13 0.01 4 2 0.16 1994 0.16 1994
14 0.01 4 3 0.22 1994 0.43 1950
15 0.01 1 1 0.01 1980 0.15 1947
16 0.01 1 2 0.02 1993 0.24 1947
17 0.01 3 1 0.09 1995 0.23 1950
18 0.01 4 1 0.28 1979 0.28 1979
19 0.01 4 3 0.12 1979 0.64 1947
20 0.02 5 4 0.18 2000 0.37 1947
21 0.02 6 3 0.45 1975 0.45 1975
22 0.02 6 4 0.20 1983 0.23 1957
23 0.02 4 2 0.39 1973 0.39 1973
24 0.02 6 3 0.12 1991 0.12 1991
25 0.03 8 3 0.22 1975 0.22 1975
26 0.03 8 2 0.12 1989 0.18 1956
27 0.03 7 4 0.36 1999 0.36 1999
28 0.03 8 6 0.93 1982 0.93 1982
29 0.03 11 4 0.18 1986 0.38 1950
30 0.03 5 4 0.52 1990 0.52 1990
31 0.03 7 6 0.64 1973 0.64 1973

November

1 0.03 8 3 0.18 1987 0.26 1948
2 0.03 4 2 0.25 1984 0.25 1984
3 0.03 6 3 0.15 1972 0.28 1965
4 0.03 10 3 0.24 1991 0.24 1991
5 0.03 10 2 0.62 1998 0.62 1998

6 0.03 10 3 0.30 1980 0.30 1980
7 0.03 8 4 0.57 1997 0.57 1997
8 0.03 9 5 0.53 2000 0.53 2000
9 0.03 8 6 0.16 1973 0.27 1949
10 0.03 8 5 0.66 1983 0.66 1983
11 0.03 10 3 0.19 1973 0.26 1970
12 0.03 7 5 0.57 1973 0.57 1973
13 0.03 8 5 0.47 1981 0.47 1981
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Table 4.10. (contd)

Historical Period

Normal Period (1971-2000) (1945-2001)
Number of Years
Day Normal W/Meas. W/Trace Maximum Year Maximum Year
14 0.03 4 5 0.10 1981 0.35 1966
15 0.03 11 5 0.19 1994 0.19 1994
16 0.04 13 2 0.42 1979 0.45 2001
17 0.04 11 6 0.12 1974 0.18 1955
18 0.04 6 2 0.51 1996 0.51 1996
19 0.04 12 5 1.39 1996 1.39® 1996®
20 0.04 3 5 0.26 1984 0.42 1966
21 0.04 10 5 0.50 1985 0.50 1985
22 0.04 9 8 0.30 1979 0.30 1979
23 0.04 15 4 0.42 1983 0.63 1949
24 0.03 9 6 0.33 1996 0.37 1965
25 0.03 8 7 0.30 2000 0.30 2000
26 0.03 7 6 0.37 1991 0.54 1955
27 0.03 12 5 0.49 1984 0.49 1984
28 0.03 9 4 0.19 1986 0.46 2001
29 0.03 11 4 0.18 1978 0.18 1978
30 0.03 10 2 0.34 1998 0.34 1998
December
1 0.03 8 2 0.11 1987 0.29 1955
2 0.03 12 4 0.34 1985@ 0.34 1985®
3 0.03 7 5 0.56 1980 0.56 1980
4 0.04 10 2 0.28 1974 0.28 1974
5 0.04 10 5 0.32 1983 0.43 1963
6 0.04 12 8 0.18 1985 0.18 1985
7 0.04 10 3 0.32 1983 0.36 1948
8 0.04 6 6 0.33 1993 0.36 1963
9 0.04 7 10 0.55 1987 0.55 1987
10 0.04 8 8 0.46 1992 0.54 1958
11 0.04 8 4 0.40 1995 0.53 1958
12 0.04 11 2 0.65 1995 0.65 1995
13 0.04 8 5 0.76 1977 0.76 1977
14 0.04 9 5 0.23 1981 0.25 1964
15 0.03 10 1 0.22 1981 0.22 1981
16 0.03 8 8 0.37 1994 0.37 1994
17 0.03 8 5 0.22 1973 0.22 1973
18 0.03 9 6 0.22 1981 0.27 1960
19 0.03 10 7 0.16 1981 0.20 1953
20 0.03 9 6 0.33 1982 0.33 1982
21 0.03 10 6 0.30 1980 0.61 1955
22 0.03 8 4 0.21 1972 0.59 1964
23 0.04 6 8 0.31 1975 0.31 1975
24 0.04 12 4 0.15 1980 0.36 1968
25 0.04 12 7 0.32 1996 0.32 1996
26 0.04 8 4 0.58 1996 0.58 1996
27 0.04 8 10 0.36 1973 0.36 1973
28 0.04 10 9 0.09 1990® 0.10 1951
29 0.04 12 5 0.80 1996 0.80® 1996
30 0.03 8 3 0.29 1995 0.28 1995
31 0.03 8 7 0.72 1996 0.72 1996

(a) Most recent of several occurrences.
(b) Greatest monthly value and year of occurrence.
T = Trace.
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5.0 Wind Climatology

5.1 Monthly and Annual Prevailing Wind Directions, Average Speeds, and
Peak Gusts

At the Hanford Meteorology Station, the prevailing wind direction for every month of the year is
either WNW or NW (Table 5.1), and the peak gusts for every month are from the SSW, SW, or WSW.
Hourly observations of wind direction and speed are taken at the 50-foot level of a 408-foot instrument
tower. The highest monthly average wind speeds occur in June, the lowest in December. The variability
in monthly average wind speeds is much greater in the winter months than during the remainder of the
year. The highest January average of 10.3 mph is more than 3.5 times greater than the lowest (2.9 mph);
however, in June, the highest average (10.7 mph) is only 1.4 times greater than the lowest (7.7 mph).

Table 5.1. Monthly and Annual Prevailing Wind Directions, Average Speeds, and Peak
Gusts at 50-Foot Level, 1945 through 2001

Average Highest Lowest Peak Gusts
Prevailing Speed, Average, Average, Speed,
Month Direction mph mph Year mph Year mph Direction Year
Jan NW 6.3 10.3 1972 2.9 1985 80 SW 1972
Feb NwW 7.1 11.1 1999 4.6 1963 65 SwW 1971
Mar WNW 8.2 10.7 1977@ 5.9 1958 70 SW 1956
Apr WNW 8.8 11.1 1972® 7.4 1989 73 SSW 1972
May WNW 8.8 10.7 1983 5.8 1957 71 SSW 1948
Jun NW 9.1 10.7 1983® 7.7 1950 72 SW 1957
Jul NW 8.6 10.7 1983 6.8 1955 69 WSW 1979
Aug WNW 8.0 9.5 1996 6.0 1956 66 SW 1961
Sep WNW 7.5 9.2 1961 5.4 1957 65 SSW 1953
Oct NW 6.6 9.1 1946 4.4 1952 72 SW 1997
Nov NW 6.3 10.0 1990 29 1956 67 WSWwW 1993
Dec NwW 6.0 83 1968 33 1985 71 SwW 1955
Annual NW 7.6 8.8 1999 6.2 1989 80 SW Jan 1972

(a) Also in earlier years.

5.2 Days with Peak Gusts Above or Below Specific Thresholds

Table 5.2 lists the number of days by month and year with peak wind gusts (at 50-foot level) above or
below specific threshold wind speeds. June and July have the highest average number of days with gusts
225 mph (nearly 20 each); however, January, March, and April have the highest average number of days
with gusts 240 mph (nearly 3 days), and January and December have the highest average number of days
with gusts 250 mph (0.8 day). January also has the record highest number of gusts 240 and =50 mph at
11 and 7 days, respectively, in 1990. Calendar year 1990 recorded the most days with gusts 240 and
=50 mph at 57 and 18 days, respectively. Of particular interest is that previous records for these
categories were 41 days 240 mph in 1961 and 10 days =50 mph in 1972.
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Table 5.2. Number of Days with Peak Gusts Above or Below Specific Thresholds at 50-Foot Level, 1945 through 2001

Days with Peak Gusts <12 mph

Days with Peak Gusts 225 mph

Days with Peak Gusts 240 mph

Days with Peak Gusts 250 mph

Month Avg Max Year Min Year Avg Max Year Min Year Avg Max Year Min Year Avg Max Year Min Year
Jan 9.7 29 1985 3 1968 7.6 21 1953 0 1985@ 28 11 1990 0 2001® 08 7 1990 0 2001®
Feb 64 16 1963 0 1990 8.6 17 1976® 2 1952® 24 10 1999® 0 2001® 06 4 1972 0 2001®
Mar 28 8 1992 0 1999 13.0 21 1977 4 1992 28 9 1956 0 1998@ 06 4 1956 0 2000®
Apr 06 6 1951 0 2001® 169 26 1954 8 1946 28 8 1991 0 1998® 04 2 1997 0 2000®
May 0.3 31955 0 2001 18.7 26 1978 9 1945 24 6 20009 0 1997® 02 2 1993® 0 1999®
Jun 0.1 1 1980® 0 2001® 19.6 26 1963 11 1950® 24 7 1985 0 1982@ 03 2 1992@ 0 2001®
Jul 0.1 1 1957% 0 2001® 19.5 26 1995 11 1955 1.8 5 1995@ 0 1981@ 0.1 1 1995@ 0 2001®
Aug 02 2 1972 0 2001® 158 24 2000 7 1945 1.2 5 1951 0 2000® 0.1 1 1998® 0 2001®
Sep 24 9 1987 0 1991® 11.1 17 1971 7 19759 14 4 1946 0 1998® 02 2 1953 0 2001®
Oct 68 15 1974 2 1975@ 89 17 1985® 3 1987@ 1.8 8 1967 0 1993@ 02 2 1967 0 2000®
Nov 92 20 1956® 2 19779 83 16 1990 0 1979 23 8 1990 0 1982@ 06 4 1998® 0 2001
Dec 1.1 23 1985 3 1968 7.6 15 1968 0 1985 26 8 19579 0 1989® 08 5 2001 0 2000®
Annual 495 87 1952 28 1973 155.8 192 1999 123 1952 268 57 1990 10 1978 50 18 1990 0 1985

(a) Most recent of multiple occurrences.
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Wind Climatology

5.3 Frequency of Monthly and Annual Wind Direction and Speed at
50-Foot Level

Table 5.3 presents Hanford Meteorology Station data on the percent frequency of monthly and annual
wind direction and wind speed at the 50-foot level. This table shows that for every month of the year the
prevailing wind direction is either from the WNW or NW. Winds are relatively evenly distributed from
the NNE through the SSW at between 2% and 4% on an annual average for each direction.

Table 5.3. Frequency (%) of Monthly and Annual Wind Direction and Speed at 50-Foot
Level, 1955 through 2001

Direction Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
N 43 4.7 4.7 4.1 3.7 3.6 4.6 4.7 5.5 5.0 44 43 4.5
NNE 3.6 4.5 4.4 3.7 3.4 3.2 42 3.9 5.4 4.1 35 33 3.9
NE 3.0 3.7 34 34 33 3.1 3.6 35 42 35 3.0 29 3.4
ENE 23 2.1 2.1 2.4 2.4 22 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.7 25 25 2.4
E 2.6 22 22 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.9 3.2 3.1 3.0 2.7 2.7 2.7
ESE 2.9 2.6 2.7 2.6 2.7 2.7 2.9 33 33 3.7 33 3.1 3.0
SE 4.0 3.6 3.8 3.0 3.1 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.8 49 44 45 3.7
SSE 3.4 33 3.4 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.6 2.8 33 3.9 4.0 3.8 33
S 33 3.2 35 3.1 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.6 2.7 35 4.1 3.7 3.1
SSwW 4.8 4.4 5.0 43 3.6 3.5 2.8 3.0 3.4 42 5.2 4.7 4.1
SW 6.5 7.8 9.1 8.8 6.9 6.6 5.6 6.0 5.8 6.8 7.6 6.8 7.0
WSW 6.6 7.4 10.4 11.9 10.5 9.6 8.3 8.8 9.2 8.7 7.9 7.3 8.9
W 6.7 8.1 9.7 11.6 11.5 10.9 9.6 10.7 11.2 10.3 83 7.2 9.7
WNW 154 15.0 14.7 16.3 18.3 19.1 19.4 18.0 15.2 13.5 12.8 13.7 159
NW 19.2 18.1 14.5 14.3 17.4 19.5 20.0 17.7 14.6 13.6 15.7 17.8 16.9
NNW 7.5 6.9 5.8 4.6 43 4.8 53 5.4 5.9 6.5 7.0 7.1 5.9
Calm 39 2.3 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.9 2.1 3.6 4.5 1.7
Total 100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Speed, mph Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Calm 3.9 2.3 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.9 2.1 3.6 4.5 1.7
1-3 30.5 24.4 16.9 13.0 11.7 9.6 10.7 13.4 18.1 26.1 29.6 333 19.8
4-7 349 35.7 36.6 35.0 35.1 35.8 39.3 422 41.5 39.1 359 33.8 37.1
8-12 20.2 243 27.6 28.8 30.5 30.3 29.2 27.7 25.8 21.8 20.0 18.2 253
13-18 6.7 8.5 12.0 15.5 15.8 16.6 14.3 11.8 9.8 7.7 7.0 6.4 11.0
19-24 2.5 32 4.4 5.6 5.5 6.2 53 3.9 33 2.6 2.7 2.6 4.0
25-31 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.0 1.1 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 1.0 1.0 1.0
32-38 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1
39-46 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
>46 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

The wind speed class with the highest frequency of occurrence is 4 to 7 mph, with winds in that
category 37% of the time. The speed class with the second highest frequency is 8 to 12 mph, at 25%.
Winds averaging greater than 25 mph occur only 1% of the time on an annual basis, with the highest
frequency occurring in March (1.6%).
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5.4 Composite Wind Roses and Joint Frequency Distributions for the
Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network

Figure 5.1 and Table 5.4 contain composite wind roses and joint frequency distributions at the 30-foot
level for the entire Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network (see Table 1.1 and Figure 1.1) for the
period 1982 through 2001.

Figure 5.2 and Table 5.5 contain composite wind roses and joint frequency distributions at the
60-meter level for stations 9, 11, 13, and 21 for the period 1986 through 2001.
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Figure 5.1. Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Wind Roses at 30 Feet, 1982 through 2001
(Refer to Table 1.1 for the names of the numbered locations on this map.)
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Table 5.4. Joint Frequency Distributions (%) for Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Wind

Stations at 30 Feet, 1982 through 2001
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Table 5.4. (contd)
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O.LAHZLO.O.O.O.QH“
COoHATONOOOH
O.LG._I.&LO.O.O.O.m
oOtYMTITMmMAO OO O®
0.L4.4.L0.0.0.0.Qﬂ
OHTNNONOOONMNM
Scdadadococococo~
COoOMOoOOIHNOOOH
OrdHdoococococow
codbwmaN—HoooN
coddooccocococom
OdlN~NMAOO0 OO ®©
cddooccocococom
oOmmHNOOOOOO
cdad-docococcow
cCvomHOOOOO®
cdmoocoococow
O~NdYoOoOooOOoOoON
codadooccocococos
ONBNOOOOOOLWL
ocddooccocococom
omo-Hoooooo~
cddooccocococoda
omomHoooooo
cHdHooococococo®m
oOmY~NN—HOOOO M~
coddooccocococom
oCnmowoOoNoOOOOO®

Cc--doocococococom

o ©
N <
® A

19-24

[o2)
™
7._
™

39- 46

TOTAL

o< o
R RNRY
™ o O
RN

200W

7)

(

Station:

157150

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

©CMMOMMI 4O 0O
—HdOWONNOCOOSS OO
0™ S

©Coooo0O00OO0O0OW®
“ccococococococod
cotoYTHOOOOT
cnNmHdoococococo®
coaNYTomHoOOON
0..3.5320.0.0.0.0_&
oOmMN~NO®HOOO OO
O.4.6.3.O.O.O.O.O.O..A|_“
OTOIOWONOOOO®
0.33.2&0.0.0.0.Qm
oOwWoONSYIHOO O
SocnNdddococococow®
coNoOBwWHOOO M~
cadHoococococow
ONWOT—HOOOOLW!
odocococococococom
co~NHOOOOO®
codocococococococod
cooNoOooOOON
ocnNdoocococococom
OHomtoooooom
ocnNdooccoococoy
ONBMOOOOOO®
oddoocococococom
cwo-Hoooooo~
oddoocococococoda
OtYowHOOOOOOM
codocococococococod
omoNHooOoOoOoO®
ordHdooococococon
COLOBWNOOOOOH
oddoocococococos
ocNoN~NHdOOOOOO
ocnNdococococococoo®

NS ©
I3 dad <

DD A
-

32-38
39-46
TOTAL

25-31

©
-
)
-

BVLY

(8

St ation:

90540

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

8/ 1991

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW  WsW W VWAW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

OMWO®O—A©O©©O©A00 O
AN HONOCS SO O
N S

coococoocoocooocooo
“ccococococococod
oOYo-HHOoOO0O0O0OLW;
O.ZG.ZO.O.O.O.O.O.H
cComHON~NHOOO®
0.24”3.20.0.00.0.&
ocnmowosTmtToooom
O.LZ&B.L0.0.0.0.H
OMUOLOANLAOOOOWw
OddHdoococococoy
OHOTMAO O OO NN
codoococococococod
OdN~NYIMAN-HOOOO
cdocococcocococom
OCNDMN—AOO OO ®©
codoococococococoda
cowoNHdoooooO
odHdoocococococom
O~NdMmHoOOOOOM
oddoocococococom
cCoNmMOOOOOOO
odHoocococococow
ComHOWOOOO0OO M~
ocdmoococococoown
cotmoooooom
odHdoocococococom
oOoYTtYoooococooo®
ocdocococococococod
covowHHooOOOY
ocdococooccoococoda
OHdom~NmMOOOOO®
ocadd-docoococococo®
ONYOWmWOoOOOOO®
CNBOoocoooOo®

5.7



Climatology 2001

Table 5.4. (contd)

FFTF

(9

Station:

170884

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

NOWWAOONO OO
CNVOVAMOSS SO
— MmN S

mooooOOOOOOW
cocoococoococoo
OCNMN~NIDNHOO OO ®
cdmaNoccocococo~
OCmMMWONIHOOOO
O.L&&LO.QO.O.O.H“
OCHOWONOOOOO
odad-dococococow®
cCoYomNOOOOO
oddoocococococow
ComONTYTHOOOM
ocddooccocococoy
OHONOOMHAO OO
SrdaNHHdO0O0Oococ o ®©
ocNOwtOoOWwHOOO®
O.L&A..&0.0.0.0.0.M
ocNNOOO—HOO OO M
0.L4.3QO.Q0.0.0.M
CoONMOOOOO
CHdmmocoococo®
OdN~NNHOOOOOO
cda-docooccow
coYNOOOOOO®
oddooccocococoda
cCowHdNOOOOOOH
codoocococococoda
comHNOOOOOON
codooccoococoda
CoOOMNNOOOOO®
codooccooccom
OCHOMMmMAOO OO
ocdad-dococococow,
ocNmTNOOOOO M~
ocdadHWococococow

YAKB

(10)

Station:

171592

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

OMNN—H®©®OAO00O
CHONOMOSS OO
IR S

©Coooo0O00OO0OO0OW®
cocooccooocoo
coowHmHOOOOY
Scdmmocoococoo
ONONOOYTOOO S
O.L&S.AHLO.O.O.QU.
cottYomooood
O.ZAHZO.O.O.O.O.O.m
omoNOHOOOOY
0.27.3.00.0.0.0.0&.
cCowOTTHOOOO®
SCdmadocococcoo
OYOWHILNOOO M
Orddddoocococo©
ocNowmAN—HOOON
cdocoococcocococom
ocNOMmMHOOOO0O®
cdoococcocococoda
oOomaNNOOOOOO M~
cddooccocococoda
OHdmnmmoooooom
crdHooococococon
cooNoooooow
oddooccocococoda
Com—HOO0OO0OO0O0O®
cocococcooooH
OHdo-HoOOoOOOH
cdoococcocococoda
oYoNHoOOOOOY
cHdHooococococo®m
cComBwNOOOOON
codadooccocococow,
ONNMNMNOOOOO®

Sc-HmHdoococococo©

o ©
N <
® A

19-24

[o2)
™
7._
™

39- 46

TOTAL

o< o
R RNRY
™ o O
RN

300A

(11)

Station:

158304

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

©MOOW®O®OND OO
CooWoONOCS S OO
NN S

©Coooo0O00OO0O0OW®
Oocoococoocooo
oOoNOOONOOOOS
ocdYaNoococococoo
O~NHdHOMmHOOON
oda-dococococow
omotYTNOOOOOO
oddoocococococom
ocNoOOSTNHOOOT
codocoococococococom
oCNNOMTHOO OO
Oddddocoocococouwn
ocmomTOTHO O
O.LL&Z0.0.0.0.QM
oYwamnmt—Hooow
ocdadmdoocococoo
oOo~NOOSY—HOOOO®
odmHdoococococo®
OCoN~NOHOOOOOLWn
codmoocococococow
oOo~N®O~NHOOOOOM
O.L&LQ0.0.0.0.QM
ocNMmMNOOOOOO®
odY¥-Hoococococo®
ComwmtToOoOoO0O0O0O0O
codoocococococom
coHdmHooO0O0OH
codoocococococod
CLOWHOOOOO®
codooccoococod
ONOONMHOOOO®
oodHdoococococos
oNLwBWO—AOO0O0O®
SoCdmmoococococo®

NS ©
I3 dad <

DD A
-

32-38
39-46
TOTAL

25-31

©
-
)
-

WYEB

(12)

St ation:

170915

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW  WsW W VWAW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

tOWoOOTO®AOO O
COO0OYTOMOS SO O
NN S

tooooocoocoox
Ococcoococoocooo
oOmHILMmMHOO OO M
ocdmHdoococococow
OTOMTONOOO N
O.L3.3.LO.O.QO.O.m
oONHdHILMmOOOOMm
O.L&A..L0.0.0.0.0.M
oONYTOoOONHOOONMNM
ocdadaNocococococow®
oNANNNM—HOOO®
ocdad-doococococown
OCMMWOONOOOO
Sodaddoocococon~
ocmoatwIHOOO ™~
odadaNdoocococo®
otYooo—HoO0O0OY
Socdmadoocococoo
oOotYwomoooooN
ocdmHdoococococo~
OYN~NOHOOOOOH
ocdadocooccocococow
ondmooooocom
ocdadocoocococococom
oOotY-Hmoooooon~
codadococococococom
ocNmMNOOOOOO®
oddoocococococoda
ocnNmYTHoOOOOOO
codHdoocococococom
OHOONHOOOONM
odHdoocococococom
ocmmANMOoOOOoOoOMm
odaddoococococown

5.8



Wind Climatology

Table 5.4. (contd)

100N

(13)

Station:

171095

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

DHANWLOMOO O OO
CoOWTONOSS SO
™ S

coo0O00O0OOO0OOO®
[SEcYN-N-N-N-N-N-N-¥o!

oWt HoOOOOOW;
cnNdooccoococoY
OdedN~NNYT A0 0O
cmaNoocoococo~
OCMANMONNOOOLW
0.&&220.0.0.0.0.&
ONONNNOOOO®
0.3.4.3L0.Q0.0.0.M
oOo~NY—HONOOOOO
0.24.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.m
OCNANNOM—HO OO ®
cnNad-Hocooccow®
oONOWMA—HO OO ®©
oddooccocococom
oNoOmMHoOOOO0OH
cdoococcocococom
ComMOWHOOOOO I~
cddooccococcom
oOLWNOAOOOOO~
cnNadooccoococow
oHotoooooow
cmaNoococoococo®
oOd~NOOOOOOH
cmaNoococoococo®
oOmoNHOOOOO®
cnNdooccoococoy
CoVON—HOO OO ®
cnNdooccoococoy
COOWOITHAOO OO~
oddooccocococos
oHdmwtYNOOOOON
cnNdoocococococoy

WPPS

(14)

Station:

171616

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

DOTMOA A0 0O
CoOOONNOOCOSOO
INRLRN S

coooo0o0co0O0O0OM™
cocooccooocoo
CoWMMOOOOoOH
cnNY-Hoocoococoo
cCoTMmMIHO OO~
O.Z&ZL0.0.0.0.QM
CoON~NOAOOOON
oddHdococococo®
comom—HdoO0OoOY
oddooccocococos
oYNOILAN—HOOON
cddooccocococoy
ONNYTNONOOONMN
Orddddoocococo©
coocowvwot—HoOoO M~
ocdmadoocococoo
oCNMMN~N—AOO OO ®©
0.253.&0.0.0.0.&&
comoNoOOOOOM
cdYaNocoococo®
oYo~NdoOoOOOOH
oHdHooo0ococoOo
oHdoNoOOOOOON
codoococcocococoda
Ood~HdOOOOOCO®
cdocoococcocococod
oOomaNNOOOOOO~
cddooccocococoda
CoOH0WHOOOOOW;
cdadooccoococoy
oOdYN~NN—HOOOOY
cnddococcocococow,
oY NMOOOOOLW

caAmHdoococococon~

o ©
N <
® A

19-24

[o2)
™
7._
™

39- 46

TOTAL

o< o
R RNRY
™ o O
RN

FRNK

(15)

Station:

171193

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

WAL OOMT OO OO
CoOOWOHdOOCS OO
RS S

WOOOO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O®
[SE¥N-N-N-F-N-N-N-¥-!

oOoYYTBLNOOOOOW
cdumaNoccocococoo
cCoLOwHInHOOOO®
ocdYanNoocoococow®
otYHdoNOOOOON
odadoocococococos
OMYWLAN—AOO OO
oddoocococococom
OoHdmooNOOOOM
oddHdoococococoy
OCNSTTOLNOOO©
ScdamHdocoococoo
oHoN~NOmHOOON
O.L&A..L0.0.0.0.0.M
ocNOwBwWYOoOOoOOOO M~
ocdmaNocococococoN
oOYTMmMONOOOOOLW
odY-Hdoococococo~
oYo~NdoOOOOOH
ocdY-Hdocoococow
odtYN~NOOOOOON
odadoocococococos
cCommoooooo~
codoocococococod
coaNmHoOOOOOY
codoocococococod
coNWLWNOOOOOS
ordHdooococococom
coN~oONHOOOO®
odadoocococococos
oNHdO©HdooO0O0OH
odY-HoococococoN

o~
R

©

< ©
Q <
o A
-

32-38
39-46
TOTAL

25-31

©
-
)
-

GABL

(16)

St ation:

170686

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW  WsW W VWAW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

WO WOWOW®OOO MO O
CHMOINDT OO0
NN S

WOOOO0OO0OO0OO0O0O®
[SENN-N-N-F-R-N-F-¥-!

OO HOONOOOO®
coad-doococococown
CONOINIOOO N~
0.0.ZZZLO.Q0.0.M
ONNMNNON~NNNOO©
0.0.LZZZL0.0.0.M
COONOONO OO O
OodHddoocococoN
COWOTOITAOO N
codddooococo®
COXUMPMOM—AOM
codddoocococon~
COYWOOMA—O®
odad-doococococo®
coNSYYTONAO OO
Socdmadoocococoo
OCowHOWOM—HO OO A
cod-ddooococow
o~Nmomooooow
codooccoococom
coomwHoooood
coccocococoocooda
cootHooooooO
coccocococoococod
oOo~NOMmMHOOOOOO
cococoococoococod
COOWOMMN-HOO I
codHdoococococow
CoOoMmMANTI—HOOOLW!
codadoocococoN
comomtHoOoOoOH
ocdadaNdococococoN

59



Climatology 2001

Table 5.4. (contd)

RI NG

(17)

Station:

170790

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

ANNNNMOMOO OO
ANOUVBHOOCOS oSO
MM S

“ooooocoo0cood
“ccococcocococod
o~NNMmMHOOOOOM
cddooccococcom
owNOYTHOOOOO
ordHooocococoow
owmoOoTtooooY
Oddddoocococo®
OHNWLWOAOO OO ®
cadad-Wococococow®
OYN~NHILNOOOOO®
cnNad-Woccocococow®
comoom-Hoooo®
cnNadaNdocoococo~
COEMOA0OO0 0O ®
ocdadmHdoocococo®
OCLWONNOOOOO®
OddHoococococoy
oMY WBWHOOOOOM
cddooccococcom
omNMmMOOOOOOO
cHdHoocococococo®m
oOo~NmHOOOOOOM
codoooccoococoda
oONHHOOOOOOY
cnNdooccocococom
coNYTOoOOOOOOWN
CMMoOoocOoOooo~
oOY~NON—HOO OO
OCNCOOGCOOoCCOoo

— —
ONWHON—AO0OO0 OO0
cmaNoococoococo®
OCNWONOOOOO®
cnNdoocococococoy

Rl CH

(18)

Station:

171860

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

AW OOTOTOOO0O
AN©OONCS SO O
Mo S

“oo0oo0ococo0cood
“ ccococcocococod
cCovwN~NNOOOO®
cdad-dococococow
oOWOTONOOOOO®
cnNmHdocoococon~
ONOMAOO OO~
cnddococcocococow®
COYTWONOOOO®
cndadHdococococoN
onmNOMmMMmHOOON
0.2.&ZLO.O.O.O.O.N
OCMHOMN~NNO OO
O.ZAH3.ZO.O.O.O.QB.
OCHmOONNOOOOO
ocddaNdococococoo
ocNNMNOHOOOO0O®
ocnNdoocococococow
oOnWN~NNOOOOOOLW,
cnNdooccoococoy
OHdHdmoOoOooO0OOLW!
CMMOOCOoOGSOo®
COENOOOOOO®
cnddococcocococow,
COENOOOOOO®
ocddooccocococom
commoooooom
cdoococcocococoda
cComtHooOOOOM
cococooccoococoda
cooN~NNOOOOOM
codooccoococoda
omomst—Ho0O0O0O0O

Sc-adoococococow

o ©
N <
® A

19-24

[o2)
™
7._
™

39- 46

TOTAL

o< o
R RNRY
™ o O
RN

PFP

(19)

Station:

68987

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

2/ 1994

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

dOoNNAN A0 00O
NNOMTOOSS OO
< ™ S

“0ooocococoo0cood
nNoccoocococococoda
oaNNNNOOOOOM
cCmMmHdoocoooo®
coaNNNOOOOOM
O.3.5.3.LO.O.O.O.QB.
odYbwNOOOOON
O._b.G.L0.0.0.0.0.0.m
OHdHYmMoOoOoo0o0o0oO
0.5.4.LQ0.0.0.0.QM
ommomoNOOOON
cmdHddooococo®
OCMMMONOOOO®
cadHoococococow
CoN~OMmMHOOOOY
odocococococococom
cCowmHoooOoOoO®
codocococococococod
comNOOOOOO®
codocococococococod
omomoooooos
ocnNdooccoococoy
cotNOOOOOOY
oddoocococococom
oOotYw—HooooooY
codocoococococococoda
otY~HOoO0OO0O0OOH
codocococococococod
oHoNdOoOOOOOY
ocnNdooccocococom
oNdlWHooOOoOoO®
ocMmaocococoocoown
oYlnwtooooocom
CMMoOOOCOoOooOoN

NS ©
I3 dad <

DD A
-

32-38
39-46
TOTAL

25-31

©
-
)
-

RMIN

(20)

St ation:

169288

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW  WsW W VWAW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

~NHOOMODONO
OCN©OOM®© MmO
- NN S

~NOOOOOOOOONMNM
[SENN-N-N-F-R-N-F-¥-!

OYToHOMOOOOLWw
cooc-Hoocoococom
OY~NON~NMHOOOO
cocococcoococom
OYNOOINOOO®
coccocococoocoom
OYTOTON®M—AO®©
OodHddrdoococo®
OINTMADO®O©A
codamaa-d—A0©

-
ONOWOI-HM©OS
CcoaNmImma -

o~
OO O®OT N
OodHddoocococoN
OWO~NYTAAO OO ©
coccocococoococod
ommmHoOoOoOoOMm
cococococoocood
oYlmwNHOOOOOH
cococooccoococod
oYlmwNOOOOOOH
OococococoocooH
oY~tYHOoOO0O0OW!
OcococococooooH
OYoowmHA—HO OO~
cococoococoococod
O OM®OOMmANNN
codddoocococon~
OINTWON~NOM®O®MN LD
0.0.LZZZL0.0.0.M

owtTNOOYTHOO©
codaNaNdoococoN~

5.10



Wind Climatology

Table 5.4. (contd)

(21)  HVB

Station:

173977

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/1982

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

do-dNddmMOoooOo
AL NOONOCOS OSSO
NS N S

“ooooocoo0cood
“ccococcocococod
OHdo-Hmooooox
caNmHocoococo~
OdN~mMI~NHOOOY
O.ZG.S.ZO.QO.O.O.U.
comtYTaNOOOON
O.LG.A..L0.0.0.0.0.M
o~NOWOAOOOO®
cdmaNoccocococoo
oY~MmMHmHoOOoOOO
Scdmadococococoo
Ot MMmMAdTHO OO ©
Socrdaddoococococ©
ocNmOYTN—HOOOO
oddooccocococos
ocnNYtTNOOOOON
oddooccococcom
omotHooooOoY
cddooccococcom
ONNNOOOOOO®
cHdHoocococococo®m
onwYt—Hoooo0ooo
oddooccocococom
oOYN—HOOOOO0O®
oddoocococococoda
oOtYo-HoOOOO0OOO®©
cddooccocococoda
ONHdMHOOO0OOOM
crdHooococococo®m
CoYTlMNOOOOO®™
oddooccocococom
coaNmHoOOOO0O®
calnNocococococoow

PASC

(22)

Station:

119709

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

10/ 1987

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

TOTAL

NNW  CALM

SSW SW WsW W VAW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

—AOOSTONOMAOO
"doYTOoNNHOOSO O
Mo S

“oo0oo0ococo0cood
“ ccococcocococod
cComOTOoOOO0O0OMm
0.4.4.L0.0.0.0.0.0.M
OCMOMITHOO OO ®©
CmMmHdoOcoOoocOo®
oOHdm~NN—dOOOOM
cnddococcocococow,
oOmwooomHO OO
Socdaddococococow
oONHMmMOHWLNOO S
ScdadanNdooccoo
Oo-dHowoOYHOOM
O.L&A..&L0.0.0.QB.
ocNmOoOm—AdOoOOoOoOMm
ocdadaNoccocococow®
oCmOBW—HoOoOOOoOLWw
cddooccocococom
otYYTmMoooocooN
cddooccococcom
cCommooooood
oHdHooo0ococoOo
oNoONOOOOOOY
caNNocoOoOocooOo
onmwmHooooooo
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Table 5.4. (contd)
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Table 5.4. (contd)
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Figure 5.2. Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Wind Roses at 60-Meter Level,
1986 through 2001 (Refer to Table 1.1 for the names of the numbered locations
on this map.)
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Table 5.5. Joint Frequency Distributions (%) for Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network

Wind Stations at 60-Meter Level, 1986 through 2001
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6.0 Miscellaneous Climatological Statistics

6.1 Sky Cover

The term sky cover is used to express the portion of the celestial dome that is (1) covered, but not
necessarily hidden, by clouds or obscuring phenomena aloft; (2) hidden by an obscuring phenomenon on
the ground (such as fog or smoke); or (3) a combination of both 1 and 2. The sky cover is determined
hourly by scanning the sky and estimating the number of tenths that are covered (0 denotes clear and 10
denotes overcast). Average monthly sunrise-to-sunset sky covers for the period 1946 through 2001 are
shown in Table 6.1. Also shown in Table 6.1 are the number of clear, partly cloudy, and cloudy days for
the period 1954 through 2001. The number of clear, partly cloudy, and cloudy days is the result of assign-
ing each day to one of the following categories based on its average sky cover for that day:

Average
Category Sky Cover
Clear 0 - 3 tenths
Partly cloudy 4 - 7 tenths
Cloudy 8 - 10 tenths

During the period of record (1954 through 2001), an average of 201 sunny days (the sum of the clear
and partly cloudy days) was recorded per year at the Hanford Meteorology Station.

6.2 Fog and Dense Fog

Table 6.2 shows the average monthly and annual number of days with fog and dense fog. Fog is
reported any time horizontal visibility is reduced to 6 miles or less because of the suspension of water
droplets in the surface layer of the atmosphere. Dense fog is reported when horizontal visibility is
reduced to 0.25 mile or less. Most fog at the Hanford Meteorology Station is radiation fog, a common
type of fog that forms during nights characterized by light wind, clear sky, and moist air in the lower
levels of the atmosphere. Nearly 90% of both fog and dense fog at the Hanford Meteorology Station
occurs during the late autumn and winter months, though fog is observed every month of the year.

6.3 Psychrometric Data

Psychrometric data include observations of dry bulb, wet bulb, dew point temperatures, and relative
humidity. The dry bulb temperature is the temperature of the ambient air; the wet bulb temperature is the
lowest temperature to which a parcel of air, under constant pressure, can be cooled by evaporating water
into it. The dew point temperature is the temperature to which a given parcel of air, under constant water-
vapor content, must be cooled to attain saturation. Relative humidity is the ratio of the actual water-vapor
content of the air to the one where saturation would occur if the pressure and temperature remained unchanged.
Relative humidity has a diurnal cycle, with the highest values generally between 4 a.m. and 6 a.m., and the
lowest values between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
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Table 6.1. Average Sky Cover (sunrise to sunset), 1946 through 2001, and Number of Days Clear, Partly Cloudy, and Cloudy,

100 43010101431

1954 through 2001
Sky Cover (Scale 0-10) Number of Clear Days Number of Number of Cloudy Days
Partly Cloudy

Month Avg Max Year Min Year Avg Max Year Min Year Days Avg Max Year Min Year
Jan 7.9 92 1978 43 1949 3.4 9 1984 0 1955@ 52 224 28 1978 17 1963
Feb 7.5 9.3 1980 5.9 1996 4.4 9  2001® 0 1984@ 53 18.6 26 1980 12 1964
Mar 6.7 8.5 1978 4.9 1965 6.3 12 1979@ 1 1978 8.3 16.4 24 1993 9  1979@
Apr 6.4 8.1 1963 3.7 1951 6.4 12 1962 1 1963 9.2 14.4 21 1979@ 6 1956
May 5.9 8.1 1993 3.6 1992 8.6 18 1992 1 1977 103 12.1 19 1977@ 31992
Jun 52 7.0 1950 2.8 1961 10.3 21 1961 5 1972@ 10.0 9.7 15 1983@ 5 1979®
Jul 3.0 5.0 1983 0.9 1953 18.9 26 1960 12 1987@ 7.6 4.4 12 1976 0 1996©
Aug 32 5.9 1968 0.6 1955 18.6 30 1955 9 1978 7.5 4.8 13 1983@ 0 2000®
Sep 3.9 6.7 1978 1.4 1990@ 15.6 27 1975 6 1978 7.4 7.0 16 1977 0 1990
Oct 5.6 80 1975 3.3 1987 10.4 20 1987 1 1975 7.9 12.7 22 1973 6 1986
Nov 7.6 9.1 1972 52 1993 4.6 12 1993 1 1973@ 5.8 19.6 25 1973@ 13 1993
Dec 8.0 9.3 1985 6.4 1978 3.8 9 1978 1 1985@ 4.5 227 29 1985 17 1978
Annual 5.9 6.6  1978® 51 1949 111.9 144 1998 80 1977 88.9 164.5 193 1978 145 1999

(a) Most recent of multiple occurrences.
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Table 6.2. Monthly and Annual Number of Days with Fog and Dense Fog, 1945 through 2001

Days with Fog (Visibility <6 miles) Days with Dense Fog (Visibility <0.25 mile)

Month Avg Max Year Min Year Avg Max Year Min Year
Jan 11.8 25 1979 0 1949 6.2 15 1994@ 0 1949
Feb 6.6 20 1963 0 1988® 32 11 1963 0 1999@
Mar 2.1 10 1993 0 1999@ 0.8 5 1993® 0 1999®
Apr 0.5 3 1992 0 2001 0.1 1 1993@ 0 2001
May 0.2 3 1948 0 2001® <0.1 1 1958 0 2001
Jun 0.1 2 1971 0 2001 <0.1 1 1971 0 2001®
Jul <0.1 1 1966 0 2001@ 0 0 0
Aug 0.1 1 1985® 0 2001® <0.1 1 1985® 0 2001
Sep 0.3 2 1985® 0 2001 0.1 1 1995@ 0 2001®
Oct 2.0 9 1962 0 1989@ 1.1 7 1980 0 1998@
Nov 9.9 19 1985® 0 1990 5.6 14 2001 0 1990@
Dec 14.0 25 1989@ 2 1968 7.4 17 1950 2 1996
Annual ~ 47.6 84 1985-86 22 1948-49 24.7 42 1950-51 9 1948-49

(a) Most recent of multiple occurrences.
Longest duration of fog: 113.7 hours, December 16-20, 1985.
Longest duration of dense fog: 47.0 hours, December 1957.

Table 6.3 presents monthly averages and extremes of dry bulb, wet bulb, dew point temperatures, and
relative humidity from the Hanford Meteorology Station for the period 1950 through 2001. These varia-
bles are collected hourly and are averaged on a monthly (as opposed to a daily) basis. Prior to 1975, wet
bulb temperatures 275°F had never been observed at the Hanford Meteorology Station. On July 8, 9, and
10, 1975, 7 hourly observations were made of wet bulb temperatures =75°F.

6.4 Solar Radiation

Table 6.4 presents average and extreme daily solar radiation values by month for the period 1953
through 2001. These data are reported in langleys (a langley is a unit defined as 1 gram calorie per square
centimeter) and are integrated over an hour period and totaled for a daily value.

The highest daily values occur with a clear sky and clean air; the lowest commonly occur on days
overcast with low stratus clouds. The lowest midday values of hourly solar radiation occurred on
May 18, 1980, as the dense ash cloud from the morning eruption of Mount St. Helens passed over eastern
Washington. Hourly solar radiation values dropped to 0 at 1100 hours and remained at 0 for the rest of
that day.

6.5 Thunderstorms, Dust, and Glaze

A thunderstorm day is one in which thunder is heard at the observing station one or more times during
a calendar day. If a thunderstorm were to begin before midnight and continue until after midnight, it is
possible to have two thunderstorm days from a single storm.

6.3



Climatology 2001

Table 6.3. Monthly Averages and Extremes of Psychrometric Data, 1950 through 2001

Monthly Averages

Category"™ Jan Feb Mar Apr w Jun Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Annual
Dry bulb 312 37.6 452 53.2 622  69.8 77.2 75.7 66.5 53.0 40.1 325 53.7
Wet bulb 29 34 39 44 50 55 58 58 53 45 37 30 44
Rel. hum. 77.4 70.5 56.7 474 429 396 33.4 35.6 422 56.3 73.8  80.1 54.6
Dew point 245 27.8 29.0 31.7 370 416 43.7 44.0 40.4 36.0 316 265 345

Extremes of Monthly Averages
Dry Bulb
Highest 43.0 44.6 51.6 58.6 687 773 83.3 82.5 72.7 59.5 464  38.8 56.6
Year 1953 1991 1992 1987 1958 1992 1985 1967 1990 1988 1999 1953 1992
Lowest 12.9 25.8 39.6 483 570 642 713 70.6 58.9 48.1 257 219 50.2
Year 1950 1956 1955 1955 1984 1953 1986 1964 1985 1984 1985 1985 1985
Wet Bulb
Highest 39 41 44 47 55 59 63 61 56 50 42 36 47
Year 1953 1956 1992 1992 1958  1992® 1998 1999®  1995® 1988 1999® 1991® 1992
Lowest 12 23 33 39 45 51 56 55 48 40 24 21 41
Year 1950 1956 1955 1955 1959 1983  1986®  1980® 1970 1984 1978  1985® 1985
Relative Humidity
Highest 88.8 86.9 69.1 64.5 619 535 45.6 47.8 55.5 742 88.7 905 58.9
Year 1960 1963 1993 1963 1948 1950 1993 1976 1977 1962 1979 1950 1978
Lowest 60.0 54.0 44.0 36.9 312 300 21.9 245 332 425 628  69.0 49.4
Year 1963 1967 1965 1966 1966 1949 1959 1967 1974 1952 1976 1968 1967
Dew Point
Highest 344 36.7 372 37.1 439 475 50.1 48.4 454 435 383 343 37.7
Year 1953 1992® 1986 1992® 1998 1958 1975 1976 1963 1962 1954 1950 1958
Lowest 6.5 173 20.8 26.0 304 375 35.4 38.4 33.8 30.2 194 151 315
Year 1950 1956 1965® 1982 1964 1954 1959 1955 1970 1984 1985 1983 1955

(a) Dry bulb, wet bulb, and dew point temperatures in °F, relative humidity in %.
(b) Most recent of multiple occurrences.

Table 6.4. Average and Extreme Solar Radiation Daily Values (langley), 1953 through 2001

Average

Highest
Year

Lowest
Year

Jan

184

422
1969 1958
11

1976® 1995

Mar

319

542
1968

44
1979

(a) Most recent of multiple occurrences.

Apr

447

704
1972

75
1974

May

549

838
1977

67
1962

Jun

605

821
1971

92
1992

Jul

628

808
1974

118
1972

Aug

537

721
1957

104
1993

403

591
1970

61
1957

Sep

Oct

253

434
1973

33
1974

Nov

124

295
1971

13
2001

Dec

84

196
1972

1999

Annual

353

838

May 1977

8

Dec 1999

Table 6.5 shows that thunderstorms occurred in every month of the year, except January and Novem-
ber. The thunderstorm season is essentially from April through September. The average number of thun-
derstorm days per year is 10; however, the total varies from a low of 3 in 1949 to a high of 23 in 1948.
The largest number of thunderstorms in any single month was 8 in July 1998, July 1983, June 1972, and

August 195

3.
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Table 6.5. Average Number of Days of Various Meteorological Phenomena, 1945 through 2001

Phenomenon Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Annual
Thunderstorm 0 <0.1 0.1 0.8 1.6 2.3 2.2 1.9 0.7 0.2 0 <0.1 9.9
Dust or blowing dust 0.3 0.4 05 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 4.7
Glaze 2.1 0.7 <0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.8 2.4 6.0

The criterion for both dust and blowing dust is that horizontal visibility be reduced to 6 miles or less.
Dust is carried into the area from a distant source and may occur without strong winds. Blowing dust
occurs when dust is picked up locally and occurs with stronger winds. Both dust and blowing dust
occurred at the Hanford Meteorology Station; however, in most cases, it is blowing dust. Table 6.5
presents the average number of days per month and year of dust and blowing dust during the period 1945
through 2001. The average number of days per year with dust or blowing dust is 5. The greatest number
of such days in any year was 20 in 1980; the fewest was 0 in 1987 and earlier years. The greatest number
of days with dust or blowing dust in any month was 9 in May 1980. This peak in the number of days with
dust or blowing dust resulted from the eruption of Mount St. Helens on May 18, 1980, and subsequent
dates.

Glaze is a coating of ice formed when rain or drizzle freezes on contact with any surface having a
temperature that is below freezing. Table 6.5 provides data on the number of days per month and year
with glaze for the period 1945 through 2001. The average number of days with freezing rain or freezing
drizzle is 6. The highest number of days with glaze in any winter season was 18 during the winter of
1969-1970; the least, 1 day during the winter of 1987-1988 and earlier winters. The greatest number of
such days in any single month was 9 in January 1970.

6.6 Atmospheric Pressure

Table 6.6 contains atmospheric pressure data for the period 1955 through 2001. This table lists both
station and sea-level pressure, including extremes and years of occurrence. Atmospheric pressure may
be indicated in several different units, including inches of mercury, millimeters of mercury, millibars, or
Pascals; however, in this table, pressure is stated in inches of mercury. Station pressure is the barometric
pressure measured at the Hanford Meteorology Station (at an elevation of 733 feet); sea-level pressure is
the station pressure adjusted to sea level. Most are familiar with barometric pressure adjusted to sea level,
which allows atmospheric pressures for all locations to be compared, regardless of the elevation of the
station where the data are measured.

The highest sea-level pressure ever recorded at the Hanford Meteorology Station was 31.12 inches in
January 1979; the lowest was 28.94 inches in December 1995 and on previous occasions.

Some rapid pressure changes occurred on November 3, 1958, falling 0.492 inch over a 6-hour period
(0.082 inch per hour), including a 1-hour fall of 0.160 inch. On the same day, the pressure rose 0.554 inch
during a 6-hour period (0.090 inch per hour), including a 1-hour rise of 0.145 inch. The greatest sea-level
pressure change during a 1-day period was 1.02 inches (December 8, 1971).
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Station Pressure

Table 6.6. Average and Extreme Station and Sea-Level Pressure Data, 1955 through 2001 (inches of mercury)

Sea-Level Pressure

1007 43oj01ui1y)

Greatest Daily
Month Average High Year Low Year Range High Year Low Year

Jan 29.32 30.23 1979@ 28.18 1980 0.77 31.12 1979 28.94 1964
Feb 29.27 30.08 1956 28.23 1958@ 0.79 30.97 1956 28.98 1958@
Mar 29.20 29.92 1955 28.34 1995 0.85 30.79 1955 29.11 1995
Apr 29.19 29.91 1999 28.49 1962 0.81 30.73 1999 29.26 1962
May 29.16 29.68 1970 28.61 1999 0.47 30.48 1970 29.38 19579
Jun 29.14 29.60 1987® 28.67 1992® 0.54 30.40 1987 29.42 1992

Jul 29.14 29.56 1993@ 28.80 1979® 0.48 30.34 1993@ 29.55 1979®
Aug 29.13 29.55 1968 28.75 1980 0.39 30.32 1968 29.52 1980
Sep 29.18 29.79 1983® 28.48 1986 0.56 30.60 1983 29.25 1986
Oct 2925 29.86 1999 28.39 1962 0.74 30.68 1999 29.15 1962
Nov 29.28 30.06 1979® 28.36 1982® 0.78 30.90 1979@ 29.13 1982
Dec 29.33 30.20 1978 28.16 1995 1.02 31.07 1978 28.94 1995@
Annual 29.22 30.23 Jan 1979 28.16 Dec 1995 1.02 31.12 Jan 1979 28.94 Dec 1995

(a) Most recent of several occurrences.
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6.7 Sunrise and Sunset Times for the Hanford Meteorological Station

Table 6.7 lists the sunrise and sunset times for the Hanford Meteorological Station in Pacific Standard
Time (PST). The longest days of the year (period between sunrise and sunset) are June 22 and 23 at
15 hours and 50 minutes each. The shortest days of the year are December 19 through 23 at 8 hours and
34 minutes. Sunrise varies from 4:04 am PST (earliest) on June 11 through 14 to 7:42 am PST (latest)
from December 28 through January 7. Sunset varies from 4:11 pm PST (earliest) from December 5
through 16 to 7:55 pm PST from June 22 through July 1.

6.7



89

Table 6.7. Sunrise and Sunset Times (PST) at the Hanford Meteorological Station

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set
Day a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. am. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m.
1 0742 1621 | 0722 1702 | 0639 1743 | 0538 | 1827 | 0444 1907 | 0409 | 1943 | 0408 1955 | 0438 1930 | 0517 1838 | 0557 1738 | 0640 | 1643 |0721 1613
2 0742 1622 | 0722 1703 | 0637 1745 | 0537 | 1828 |0443 1908 | 0408 1944 | 0409 1954 | 0439 |1929 |[0519 1836 | 0558 1736 | 0641 1642 | 0722 1612
3 0742 1623 | 0719 1705 | 0635 1746 | 0534 1830 | 0440 1910 | 0408 1945 | 0410 1954 | 0440 | 1927 |0520 1834 | 0600 |1734 | 0643 1640 | 0723 1612
4 0742 1624 | 0719 1706 | 0632 1748 | 0532 1831 | 0439 1911 | 0407 [ 1946 |0411 1954 | 0442 1926 | 0521 1832 | 0601 1732 | 0643 1639 | 0725 1612
5 0742 [ 1625 |0717 1708 | 0631 1749 | 0530 | 1832 |0439 1912 | 0407 [ 1946 |0411 1953 | 0443 1924 | 0522 [ 1830 |[0602 1730 | 0646 | 1637 |0726 1611
6 0742 1626 | 0716 1709 | 0529 1750 | 0528 | 1834 |0436 1914 | 0406 [ 1947 |0412 1953 | 0444 |1923 |0523 1829 | 0602 1729 | 0647 1636 | 0727 | 1611
7 0742 1627 | 0714 1711 | 0628 1752 | 0526 | 1835 |0435 1915 | 0406 | 1948 |0413 1953 | 0446 | 1921 |0525 1827 | 0604 | 1727 |0648 1635 | 0728 |[1611
8 0741 1629 | 0714 1712|0626 | 1753 |0524 | 1836 |0434 1916 | 0406 | 1949 | 0414 1952 | 0446 | 1920 |[0526 1825 | 0605 1725 | 0650 | 1633 |0729 1611
9 0741 1630 | 0711 1714 | 0623 1755 | 0522 | 1838 | 0432 1918 | 0405 1949 | 0414 1952 | 0449 | 1918 |[0527 1823 | 0607 1723 | 0652 1632 | 0730 1611
10 0741 1631 | 0710 1715 | 0622 1756 | 0521 1839 | 0431 1919 | 0405 1950 | 0415 1951 | 0449 1917 | 0528 1821 | 0609 1721 | 0652 1631 | 0731 1611
11 0740 | 1632 |0708 1717 | 0619 1758 | 0519 | 1840 |0429 1920 | 0404 [ 1951 |0416 1950 | 0451 1915 | 0530 |[1819 |[0610 1719 | 0653 1630 | 0732|1611
12 0740 | 1633 | 0707 1718 | 0617 1759 | 0517 | 1842 |0428 1922 | 0404 [ 1951 |0417 1950 | 0452 1913 | 0531 1817 | 0611 1717 | 0656 |1628 |0733 1611
13 0739 | 1635 |0705 1720 | 0616 | 1800 |0515 1843 | 0427 1923 | 0404 [ 1952 |0418 1949 | 0453 1912 | 0532 1815 | 0613 1715 | 0657 1627 | 0733 1611
14 0739 | 1636 | 0704 1721 | 0613 1802 | 0513 1844 | 0425 1924 | 0404 | 1952 |0419 1948 | 0455 1910 | 0533 1813 | 0614 1713 | 0659 1626 | 0734 | 1611
15 0738 1637 | 0702 1723 | 0611 1803 | 0511 1846 | 0424 1925 | 0405 1953 | 0420 1948 | 0456 | 1908 |[0535 1811 | 0615 1712|0700 | 1625 |0735 1611
16 0738 1638 | 0701 1724 | 0610 | 1805 |[0510 1847 | 0423 1926 | 0405 1953 | 0420 1947 | 0457 1907 | 0536 1809 | 0617 1710 | 0702 1624 | 0735 1611
17 0737 1640 | 0659 1726 | 0608 1806 | 0508 1848 | 0422 1927 | 0405 1953 | 0421 1946 | 0458 1905 | 0538 1806 | 0618 1708 | 0703 1623 | 0736 | 1612
18 0736 | 1641 | 0657 1727 | 0605 1808 | 0506 | 1850 |0421 1929 | 0405 1954 | 0422 1945 | 0500 |1903 |0538 1805 | 0619 1705 | 0704 |1622 |0737 |1612
19 0736 | 1642 | 0656 1729 | 0604 | 1809 |0504 | 1851 |0420 1930 | 0405 1954 | 0423 1944 | 0501 1901 | 0541 1802 | 0621 1705 | 0706 |1621 |0738 1612
20 0735 1644 | 0654 1730 | 0602 1810 | 0503 1852 | 0419 1931 | 0405 1954 | 0424 1944 | 0502 1900 | 0542 1800 | 0622 1703 | 0707 1620 | 0739 |[1613
21 0734 1645 | 0652 1732 | 0600 | 1812 |0501 1854 | 0418 1932 | 0405 1954 | 0426 1943 | 0503 1858 | 0543 1758 | 0624 1701 | 0708 1619 | 0739 1613
22 0733 1647 | 0651 1733 | 0558 1813 | 0459 1855 | 0417 1933 | 0405 1955 | 0427 1942 | 0505 1856 | 0544 1756 | 0625 1659 | 0710 |1618 |[0739 1613
23 0732 1648 | 0649 1735 | 0555 1815 | 0457 1856 | 0416 1934 | 0405 1955 | 0428 1941 | 0506 | 1854 |0546 1754 | 0626 1658 | 0711 1617 | 0740 1614
24 0731 1649 | 0647 1736 | 0554 | 1816 | 0455 1858 | 0415 1935 | 0406 | 1955 |0429 1939 | 0507 1853 | 0547 1752 | 0628 1656 | 0712 1617 | 0740 | 1615
25 0730 [ 1651 |0646 1737 | 0552 1817 | 0454 [ 1859 |0414 1936 | 0406 [ 1955 |0430 1938 | 0508 1851 | 0548 1750 | 0629 1654 | 0714 |1616 |0741 1616
26 0730 | 1652 | 0544 1739 | 0549 1819 | 0452 | 1900 |0413 1937 | 0406 | 1955 |0431 1937 | 0510 |1849 |[0551 1748 | 0631 1653 | 0715 1615 | 0741 1616
27 0728 1654 | 0642 1740 | 0548 1820 | 0450 | 1902 |0412 1938 | 0407 | 1955 |0432 1936 | 0511 1847 | 0551 1746 | 0632 1651 | 0716 |1615 |0741 1617
28 0727 | 1655 | 0640 1742 | 0546 | 1821 [0449 | 1903 | 0412 1939 | 0407 | 1955 |0433 1935 | 0512 1845 | 0553 1744 | 0633 1650 | 0718 1614 |0742 | 1618
29 0726 1657 | 0639 1743 | 0543 1823 | 0448 1904 | 0411 1940 | 0408 1955 | 0434 1934 | 0513 1844 | 0554 1742 | 0635 1648 | 0719 1614 | 0742 1618
30 0725 1658 0542 1824 | 0445 1906 | 0410 1941 | 0408 1955 | 0436 1932 | 0515 1842 | 0556 1740 | 0635 1647 0720 |[1613 |0742 1619
31 0724 | 1700 0540 | 1826 0410 1942 0437 1931 | 0516 | 1840 0638 1645 0742 | 1620

1007 43oj01ui1y)



7.0 Extreme Values

Extreme values are generally described in terms of probability of occurrence or in terms of return
period. For low probability events, the return period is simply the reciprocal of the probability when the
probability is expressed as the likelihood of the event occurring in a given year. As with all estimated
extreme values, the uncertainty in the estimates increases as the return period increases. In addition, the
extreme value estimates assume that the climate in the future will be the same as it has been since the
Hanford Meteorology Station was established.

7.1 Annual Temperature Extremes

Annual maximum and minimum temperatures with return periods from 2 to 1,000 years are listed in
Table 7.1. The probabilities of exceeding various maximum and minimum temperatures are shown in
Figures 7.1 and 7.2 along with the maximum and minimum temperatures observed at the Hanford
Meteorology Station from 1945 through 2001. The curves were estimated by assuming that the annual
extreme temperatures may be fit using a normal distribution and calculating distribution parameters from
the observed data.

7.2 Precipitation Rates

Maximum precipitation rates for return periods of 2 to 1,000 years are listed in Table 7.2. The corre-
sponding precipitation amounts are listed in Table 7.3. The precipitation rate estimates are based on
precipitation measurements made at the Hanford Meteorology Station from 1947 through 2001. The
precipitation rates were estimated for each return period assuming a lognormal distribution and distribu-
tion parameters calculated from the data. Figure 7.3 shows the predicted rates for 1, 3, 6, and 12 hours
duration along with the observed data.

Table 7.1. Return Periods® for Annual Maximum and Minimum Temperatures

Return Period Maximum Temperature Minimum Temperature
(years) (°F) (°F)
2 106.1 0.0
5 108.6 -8.7
10 110.0 -13.2
20 111.0 -17.0
50 112.3 -21.2
100 113.1 -24.0
200 113.8 -26.6
500 114.7 -29.7
1000 115.4 -31.9

(a) Return periods are the frequency we may expect these temperatures to occur.
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Figure 7.1. Probability (1/yr) of an Annual Maximum Temperature (°F) Exceeding a Given Value
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Figure 7.2. Probability (1/yr) of an Annual Minimum Temperature (°F) Being Less Than a Given Value
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Table 7.2. Precipitation Rates (inches per hour) for 1 to 24 Hours Duration and Return Periods from
2 to 1,000 Years

Return Period Duration

(years) 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 6 hours 12 hours 24 hours

2 0.22 0.15 0.12 0.080 0.050 0.029

5 0.31 0.21 0.16 0.11 0.066 0.039

10 0.38 0.24 0.18 0.12 0.077 0.045

20 0.44 0.27 0.20 0.14 0.087 0.051

50 0.52 0.32 0.23 0.16 0.10 0.060

100 0.58 0.35 0.25 0.17 0.11 0.066

200 0.65 0.38 0.27 0.19 0.12 0.072

500 0.73 0.43 0.29 0.20 0.13 0.080

1,000 0.80 0.46 0.31 0.22 0.14 0.086

Table 7.3. Precipitation Amounts (inches) for 1 to 24 Hours in Periods and Return Periods from
2 to 1,000 Years

Return Period Duration

(years) 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 6 hours 12 hours 24 hours

2 0.22 0.31 0.36 0.48 0.60 0.69

5 0.31 0.41 0.47 0.63 0.80 0.93

10 0.38 0.48 0.54 0.73 0.92 1.09

20 0.44 0.55 0.60 0.82 1.04 1.24

50 0.52 0.64 0.68 0.94 1.20 1.43

100 0.58 0.70 0.74 1.02 1.32 1.57

200 0.65 0.77 0.80 1.11 1.43 1.72

500 0.73 0.85 0.87 1.22 1.58 1.91

1,000 0.80 0.92 0.93 1.31 1.70 2.06

7.3 Snow

Snow extremes for return periods from 2 to 1,000 years are listed in Table 7.4. The estimates are
based on data from the Hanford Meteorology Station for the 1946-1947 through 2000-2001 snow seasons.
The values in the tables were estimated assuming a Type 1 (Gumbel) extreme value distribution (Johnson
et al. 1995) using maximum-likelihood estimates (Kinnison 1985) of the distribution parameter values
calculated from the Hanford Meteorology Station data. Figures 7.4, 7.5, and 7.6 show the probabilities of
seasonal maximum snowfall, maximum single storm snowfall, and maximum snow depth, respectively
with the corresponding Hanford Meteorology Station data.
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Figure 7.3. Probability (1/yr) of Precipitation Rate (inches per hour) Exceeding Given
Values by Duration

Table 7.4. Snowfall Extremes for Return Periods from 2 to 1,000 Years

Return Period Seasonal Total Single Storm Maximum on

(years) (inches) (inches) Ground (inches)
2 12.9 3.7 4.9
5 21.5 59 8.0
10 27.1 7.3 10.0
20 32.6 8.7 12.0
50 39.6 10.5 14.6
100 44.8 11.8 16.5
200 50.1 13.1 18.4
500 57.0 14.9 20.9
1,000 62.2 16.2 22.8
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Figure 7.4. Probability (1/yr) of Exceeding a Given Seasonal Snowfall (inches)
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7.4 Peak Wind Gusts

Peak wind gusts for return periods of 2 to 10,000 years are listed in Table 7.5 for heights of 30, 50,
200, and 400 feet above ground. The peak wind gust estimates are based on wind measurements made at
the 50-, 200-, 400-foot levels of the tower at the Hanford Meteorology Station. The peak wind gusts for
each return period for these levels were estimated assuming a Type 1 extreme value distribution and
maximum likelihood distribution parameters calculated from the Hanford Meteorology Station data. The
peak wind gusts for the 30-foot level were made by first adjusting the peak gusts observed at 50 feet to
30 feet using the technique described by Peterka and Shahid (1998) and then calculating the distribution
parameters using maximum likelihood techniques. Figure 7.7 shows the probabilities of peak wind gusts

at all four levels along with the Hanford Meteorology Station peak wind gust data for 50, 200, and
400 feet.
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Table 7.5. Peak Wind Gusts (mph) for Return Periods from 2 to 10,000 Years

Return Period Height Above Ground
(years) 30 feet 50 feet 200 feet 400 feet
2 57.5 60.3 67.5 71.6
5 63.8 66.8 75.1 80.4
10 68.0 71.1 80.2 86.3
20 71.9 75.3 85.1 91.9
50 77.0 80.7 91.3 99.1
100 80.9 84.7 96.1 104.6
200 84.7 88.7 100.8 110.0
500 89.7 94.0 107.0 117.1
1,000 93.6 98.0 111.7 122.5
2,000 97.4 102.0 116.3 127.9
5,000 102.4 107.3 122.5 135.0
10,000 106.2 111.3 127.2 140.4
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Figure 7.7. Probabilities (1/yr) of Peak Wind Gusts (miles per hour) Exceeding Given Values
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Appendix A

2001 Wind Climatology

This appendix provides the 2001 station-specific wind roses (Figures A.1[a] and A.2[a]) from the
Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network. Each petal of the wind rose represents the proportional
amount of time that the wind blew from that direction. The width of the petal corresponds to each wind
speed category. Starting from the center of the rose, the narrowest petal represents winds in the 1- to
3-miles per hour (mph) class, the next widest represents the 4- to 7-mph class, and so forth. The length of
each of these petals is proportional to the frequency of occurrence for each speed class.

The wind speed histograms (Figures A.1[b] and A.2[b]) represent the proportional amount of time in
each speed class.

Table A.1 lists joint frequency distributions (at 30 feet) of wind direction versus wind speed class for
the individual stations (see Figure 2.1 in text for locations). Table A.2 lists joint frequency distributions
(at 60 meters) for stations 9, 11, 13, and 21 (see Figure 2.2 in text for locations).
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Table A.1. Joint Frequency Distributions (%) for Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network

Wind Stations at 30 Feet, 2001
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Table A.1. (contd)
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o~NoOoN~NOOOOOOWN
ocdmoocococococo®
cowdtYoooooowN
ocdaNococococococow
ocmtooooooowN
ocHdoocococococoodn
cmmHooooooWN
ocdoocococococoodn
oONdHdHOOOOOW,
cadaddoococococow
cONNNOOOOONM
CN®WINOOOOoOo o m

18

N ©
| <t
o o A

13

19-24
25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

A.37



Climatology 2001

Table A.1. (contd)

FFTF

9)

(

Station:

8755

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

MOANDON~NONOOO
octa®woNocOocOoOoo
< N S

MOOOO0OO0O0O0O0OOMm
CO0CO0O0O0O0O0O0OO0
cmmNOWwoOoOooOOoOOY
COMMOOOOOO®
coo~OBWHOOOO®
cHdamaococococoo
COOMONOOOOH
co-dHoococococouw
COMNIONAHO O~
co-dococococococom
comtoOwtHoOOoOON
co-Wococococococov
COHOMN~NAO OO ®
coddHdoocococoo®
OHANNMO©OAOOO
ocdYYaNoococoo ﬂ
OHOMANHOOOO®
ocdY¥<Y-Hdoocoocoo H
ocNWOYtOOO0OO0OO0O
ocHdYmooococoo m
OHMMAOO0OO0OO0O®
cHmHdoocococoow
cowHooOoOOOO®
co-docoococococoodn
oOo~NdHoOoO0O0OOO®
co-docococococood
o~NaNHOOOOOOO®
co-HocococococooH
ocmot-Hooooow
condococococococom
cCoHNOOOOOH
coad-docococococow
codN~NNOOOOOO
ocHdmHdoococococo®

24

N ©
D <t
0 A

25-31
32-38

39- 46
TOTAL

[eo]

—
[

™

-

19

YAKB

(10)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

NMHAAOTANNO OO
coomHdYHdoooo
RS RN S

MOOO0OO0OO0CO0O0O0OOMm
CO0CO0CO0O0O0O0O0OO0
omwmo~HdoOOOON
CHmaNoOoOOCOoCOoOo®
ot~ NMN~NOOON
SCHmOowNOoOoOoOo S
ONANHMYTHO OO ®
ocdYmHdoococoo m
CoOOWWOAOO0O0OH
caN©omooocooo ﬂ
OCWOWOTNAOO
ocdadaddoocococoo
OCNSTYTOMHOOO®
SOd-dddoocococow
OHmOMANAHOON
CHHoCoocococo0OocOocOoMm
OCMOYMA0OO0O0OO
OO0 O0O0cOo0O0OoOod
omwmaNHooOoOOY
cHd-Hdoocococococom
oHotoooooow
c-dadocoocococococow
ONBOMmMOOOOOOW,
Co-Hoococococood
CwWWHOOOO0OO0OO N~
coococococococooH
OO0 000O0O®
coococococococooH
oHdaNHooococooY
ocrd-doococococoodn
otY~NMmMHOOOOOW,
c-dadococococococow
oNN~NdHOOOOOH
crdmHdoococococo®

24

N (o]
D T | <t
=) A

25-31
32-38

39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

(11) 300A

Station:

8716

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

tTHOOSTOOA—HOO
OCNMOONOOOOO
— < N S

toooococoococoow
CO0CO0CO0O0O0O0O0OO0
oNOLWANNOOOO®
cdYaddoocococoo
Oot-dHomMHoO0O0O
SocHdaddHdoocococo®
OHOYMOOOOO®
o000 ocoOoOoOod
CoONNYNHOOOH
CoO0C0cOocOocOo0O0cOoOoMm
CwHYTHIAOOOO
Scodddoocococouw
CONOMNOMOOON
ocdadaddoocococoo
OCHOWOMAO OO ®
cHdamHdoocococoo
otoatYNOOOON
cHdmaococococooN~
oOomwHNOOOOO®
cHdmHdoococococo®
oLwWmwoHoOOOO0OOO
od~NHdoocococoo H
coNmoOoooo0O0OOH
oCHdBWHdoococococo®
ONWOOOOO0O0OO
codoocococococom
coaNNOOOOOOO
codoococococood
comomooooood
CO0CO0CO0O0O0O0OoOoN
ONWOTHOOOO®
codHdoococococov
oHomoHdoooowN
CHMMOOOOOoOO

24

N ©
D T | <t
=) A

25-31
32-38

39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

WYEB

(12)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

ONON®ON~NOAHOOO
CoOMNMTONOOOOO
<A S

000000000
CO0O0O0CO0O0O0O0O0OO0
OMIONMOOOOO®
CHdMmHdoocoOoOoOo®
OO OWOOAOOOM
cHdmmHdoocooo H
oaNN~NNYYOOOOY
cHdamHdoocococoo
OCNON~NONHAAOO®
SrddHdoococococow
OHN~NOWMAO OO ®
OddHdoococococov
OHWOOWYTHOOOO
SOCddHdoococococouw
ocaANOWIHOOOO®
ocdaddHdoocococo~
omtYmHoooow
ocdY¥mHdoococoo m
omwN~OYtOoOOOOON
cdYaNocococococoo
cwwoHdooooov
CHMmHdoOoOo0O0OoOo®
ocaNtYYooooooo
cdadococococococow
OMMMOOO0O0O0OO
cdadococococococom
OodtY-Hoo0o0o0o0o0®©
ocHdHdoocococococod
comHoooooow,
ocHdHdoococococood
commwHooooow
ocHdHdoocococococom
OCNDWMANOOOOO®
ocHda-doococococow

24

N ©
e | <
=) A

25-31
32-38

39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

A38



Appendix A

Table A.1. (contd)

100N

(13)

Station:

8743

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

VLW~ N~—HO OO
COOYNNOOOOOo
Mmoo S

WOO0OO0OO0O0OO0O0OO®
Ccoococococococooo
omomHooooo<
caddoocococococow
OdY~NN~NYHOOOM
cCmaNoOococooOoOo~
ONHANYTOMO OO
camaNOOoooo <
OHdHOYTMAOOO I~
CMIMHOO0 oo o B
OHOHIONHO OO
caYaNoococoococoo
OCWONI T O OO ®
SddHdoococococow
OMoOOWMNHO OO~
ocdHdoocococococom
OYOYTMAOO0 OO
cHdoococococococom
oOMMmMOMOOOOO N~
ocdHdoocococococom
OHoOHdNHOOOOW
cadaddoococococow
ONOMOOOOOO
CcaNMmMoococoooo©
ocNNNOOOOOONM
CMMOOOOOOoOo©
cwowHoooOoOOM
cadaNococococococow
ocNMMNOOOOON
caddoocococococow
cCoOMNMNINHOOOO©
caddoocococococow
cowmtHoOOOOWw
caddoocococococow

24
25-31

N (]
.- <
=) A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
Lo

™

-

19

WPPS

(14)

Station:

8751

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

oMYt ANYTONMHO OO
“daNaNmONoOocOooQo
IR S

Ooococoocooocoocooo
“occococococococod
oOomoN~MOOOOOM
calnmHdoococococoo
O~NYdN~NBOHOOOY
SCHmMmHoOooo oo N
ONWON~NNOOOONN
SddHdoococococow
OCNHBO N OO ©
SOddHdoococococow
OHMN~NIONHOOOO®
ocdHdoocococococom
OHOH®OI O OO ©
SddHdoococococow
O MOOM—AO OO ®©
Scdmadoocococoo
OCWITNOAOO OO ®
ocHoY-Hooooo B
OYN~NOMOOOOOM
ocdYaNoococococoo
ocNmONOOOOON
SddHdoococococo<
OCON~NNOOOOOONN
C00O0O00O0O0O0O0
OwOWHOOOOOOW©
000000000
OmOoONOOOOOOO
codoococococoon
oOoYNMmMHOOOOOO
ocdaNococococococow
oO~NNONOOOOON
cHdaNococococococow
OCNOMNOOOOO®
cadYHdoococoocoon~

24

N (]
.- <
=) A

25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

FRNK

(15)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

mMoNOYTHAHO OO0
COHdBINdOoO0O0 oo
ERPEN S

mMoOooooooocoom
Ccoocococococoooo
ocNYINOOOOOM
ocHdomwaNocococococoo®
ocNOHYTOOOOO©
SCHdYnNOOOOoCOoOo®
comw~NdOOOOOM
ocdaNoocococococow
OHdBOWBHAdOOOOM
ocddoocococococom
OHMmMOOAdOO0O0O0O®
ocddoocococococom
OHOYTHANHAO OO
ocdadaNdoocococo~
cCoONMNMNYTOOOOW
ComMI-HoOOoo oo <
CoOodHIHOOOO®©
CHYMOOOOOOo®
cooNmMOOOOOW
SCHILNOOOOOO®
OdN~NNNHOOOON
ocHdlmwaNocococococoo®
omoodooooOo®
comHdoococoocoow
CWOMOOOOOO0O
codoocococococom
oOo~NMmMNOOOOOON
codoococococoon
OCWONHOOOOO®
codoococococoon
CoHdwHOOOOOO
oc-dmoococococoow
OHONHOOOOO®
ScdmHdoococococo®

24

N (]
o« <
0 A

25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[ee]

-
[

™

—

19

GABL

(16)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

ONTANONM®M A O
OCdN~NNNO Y000
— NN S

WOOO0OO0OO0OO0OOO®
Ccoococococococooo
CON~NmMOHOOOOM
Sodddoocococow
CWONOMNOOOO®
codmadoocoo N
OMYILTHAOIT MO OO
codamadooo o
ONOOONHO OO
Soddddoococon~
ONMONNT O
ScoddHdoocococo®
OCON~NONOINOO®
ScoddHdoocococo®
cCOYNOWLTNAHAON
coaddoocococoon~
ONYOY®OTNOOO
CoOMmMmMHoOOoo oo m
ONHONDAOOOM
coadaNdoococoo~
ONNHINAHOOOO I~
codHdoococococom
oOmowHoOOOOON
coococococococoon
OMOMAOOO0 OO ®
000000000
OMOMOOOOOO N~
000000000
ONYNMNHOOOO
codHdoococococow
CWWOHIN A0 OO
coadaNdoococooN~
coNOHdmoOoooOoOY
coadaNdoocococo®

24

[qV) (]
o0« <
0 A

25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[ee]

-
[

™

-

19

A.39



Climatology 2001

Table A.1. (contd)

(17) RING

Station:

8737

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

OANAHNINHAO OO
CoaNONHOOOOO
NN S

©Wooooooooo0w®
coococococococooo
oHommooooowN
SOddHdoococococow
omoomHooooWN
codHdoococococom
cocowmwtoooow
Sddddoocococow
oML~ ONHOOOO®
SOddHdoococococow
COwOHmHOOOO®
ocdadoococococow
oOYNMmMONOOOO®
ocdadoococococow
OYN~NBOHNOOOOO
ocHdamHdoocococoo
OMOINOOOOO®
ocdaaNococococococo®
COOANNOOOOO
codHdoococococow
OHwOAHOOO0OO®
ocddoocococococom
oNHdNOOOOOO®
ocddoocococococodn
omoNHoOOOOOO®
ocddoocococococodn
YRR NeNeNoNo N o)
caNmoococococoo~
comomNOOOOOM
COMmMoOocoOoOoOoOoOo

— ~
ocotYomMHoOOOONM~
cadaddoocococococo®
oOmoN~NYOOOOOW,
ocdadoococococouw

24
25-31

N (]
| <t
© A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

Rl CH

(18)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

—"dOMmMoOWOTHO OO
dHdooN~N-Hd0O0O0OoQ
Mmoo S

“oocoooocococood
“occoccococococod
oOMNOOHOOOOW
SHdmHdoococococo~
O WNONOOOO®
cdddHdoocococoN~
omtoYHoOoOOOO
cadaNococococococoo®
OHOMmOdAdHO O
ocaddHdoocococococo®
OCOHINOMAO OO ®
SCHdmaNHdoOOOCOoOo®
COOONHOOOO
SCHdmmHooooo M
codHdoNOOOOY
cammHdooococoo
omNHdMmMHoOOOOO®
cadaddoococococow
coN~MHOOOOO
cmHdoocococococouw
OY®ONOOOOOOW,
CMMOOOOOOoOoN~
oot NOOOOOOW,
caNmoocococococoo®
oONOMOOOOOOO
ocdaNococococococow
OHONOOOOOO
cdoocococococoodn
OCmWMOOO0OO0OO0O0O
coococococococoon
codYHoOooOOOO®
odHdoococococoodn
ocaNYYNHOOOON
ocdadoococococow

24
25-31

N (]
= - <t
© A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

PFP

(19)

Station:

8745

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

NNOWON~NMOOOO
dadNYYOoooooo
<o S

NOOOOOOOOON~
“occoccococococod
OMOYTNOOOOOO
cCmmHdooooocoo®
Co0OWYtHOOOO
oOcY©omHooooo ﬁ
cCONOMOOOOO®©
oYwHdooocooo B
oOHoOMYTHOOOO0O
oYmHdoooooo m
ONWOOMHO OO~
caddaNocococococon~
ONHMN~NAHO OO
caddHdoococococow
ONOOITHOOOO®
cHdoococococococom
ONNMNYNOOOOO
cHdoococococococom
cmaNNHOOOOOM
ocdHdoocococococom
oOmoYtoOOO0OO0OO0OOW©
cadanNococococococow
comNOOOOOOO
caddoocococococow
OMN~NHOOOOOO
ocdoocococococoon
onNYooooooOo®©
ocHoocococococooH
OmOWwHOOOOOOWw
ocdoocococococoon
ocNlMLNOOOOOOO®
ocmHdoocococococow
cocoomwoooooow
CMMOOOOOOoOo©

24
25-31

N [(e]
= - <
© A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
Lo

™

-

19

RMIN

(20)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

coocOwmOYTOTTO
CONtAITWOOWOMNOS
NN S

Ooococoocoocooocoooo
Ccoococococococooo
omowooYooooWN
coocodoocococom
OMNMNNNIDHOOOO
Ccoococococococoom
OCNOOOONNOOONM~
coocodoocococom
OHANMOD OO MmN N
Scoodddoococon~
OMMAN©®D®OO®LO
codamaaN-Oo o m
O N~NMNOOdNMN~
COoOdM T MmN B
OMMO MO MM I~
codadoocococon~
OANNOMAOOOO -
coococococococoon
ocaNLwLwNOOOOOY
CO00O0O0O0O0O0O0O0
ocNlMMHOOOOOO
000000000
ocNlLNHOOOOOO
CO00O0O0O0O0O0O0Oo
oaNYHOOOOOM
000000000
OH®WOAHO OO0 0O
coococococococoon
OHOWLWANMAOOON
ScoddHdoocococo«
OYOMNANIO MmN
codamadooo <
O MO ©ONOO®
codamaNOOooo m

24
25-31

N [(e]
= - <
© A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
Lo

™

-

19

A.40



Appendix A

Table A.1. (contd)

(21) HVB

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

MOoOWONNT OO0 O
ScdYydonNococococo
N RN S

mMoOooooooocoom
Ccoococococococooo
OYdN~dOOOOOM
ocdYoocococoocoo®
OO~ —HO OO ®
cHowNOOoOoOoo m
OYYTOwOYTOOO0O0O®
SCHOoWwHooooo ﬁ
OMOPINAO O OO ©
ocdYaNoocococooo
OCNOOITNHAAO O~
ScHdmadoocococoo
oYMt MTHOOOO®
SdaddHdoocococo®
CoOO0O®WONHOOO®©
ocdaNococococococow
OHOIAOOO OO
oddoocococococow
oCNNYTAHOO0OO
ocdaNococococococow
COMNOOOOOO
ocdaNococococococow
oYN~NOOOOOOON
ocdHdoocococococom
ocNMmMHOOOOOO®©
ocddoococococoon
OoHoO0O0O0OO0OO0OO
ocdHdoococococoon
oOMmddHoOO0OO0O0O®©
ocdHdoococococoon
oOmMMmMMmMHOOOOOO
ocdHdoocococococom
cowdmHOOOOOM
ocdaNococococococow

24
25-31

N (]
.- <
=) A

32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
Lo

™

-

19

PASC

(22)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

OHdHdMmOoOOoONOOOO
dHdwOoBwHooooQo
<t oo S

Ooococoocooocoocooo
“occococococococod
OMIMA0OO0O0O0O -
cotHoooooo N
coYNHOOOOO N~
CMMHOOOO0 OO ®
OMONAHOOO OO ®
caddoocococococow
cowHdomwHoooo<
ocHdadoococococow
OCANTNTHO OO ®
ocdadaNdoocococo~
cotaaNYHOOOSY
SHdYWwWaNOOoOooo B
oOMION~NYOOOO0OO0O
SCHMANOOOOOOo®
OMmMmOWHOOOO0OO0O
odHdoocococococow
ON©OMmMOOOOOO N~
ocdHdoocococococom
oOcNOYTHOOOOOW
caddoocococococow
oOomoHdoooooow©
cadadocococococoow
cowmooooooOoWw
cnNococococococoom
oOoYN~NOOOOOOOO
cnNococococococoom
onw~NdOOOOOON
cnNococococococoom
ocNoOHOOOOOOM
ocmoocococoocoow
OdHoHdooOOO0OOO®
clnmaNocococoocoOo~

24

N (]
.- <
=) A

25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[e¢]

-
[

™

-

19

GABW

(23)

Station:

8717

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NwW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

AOLHOOWYT A0 OO
oW WHXNOCOSOSOO
Mmoo S

“oocooocoocococood
“oocococococococod
OcoNYOOOOOOO
caddoocococococow
co~NYN~NHdOOOOO
cmmHdoooocooo
OdYomMYHOOON
SO~ OO OO B
ON©OIOAOO0O0 OO
SCANMMOOOoOooo m
OUMNIN~M- OO ®
SddHdoococococow
OYHddN~NMOOOO©
SOddHdoococococo«
oCNOOMAHOOON
ocHdoococococococom
OdN~NYMAdOOOOWw
caddoocococococow
coNHdHmMOOOOON
caAnw-Hdoococococoo
OdN~NYHOOOOOM
ScaAY-HdoOo0o0OoOoo®
oYYmMHooooOoOWN
ocddoocococococom
ontHoooo0o0O0O
ocddoocococococom
OH0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO
ocdHdoococococoon
OHONHOOOOO
cdoocococococoon
OMOINAOOO0OO©
ocdoocococococoon
oOYdYHoo0oO0O0O0O
ocdHdoocococococom

24

N (]
o« <
0 A

25-31
32-38
39- 46
TOTAL

[ee]

-
[

™

—

19

100F

(24)

Station:

8757

Hour s:

Tot al

End: 12/2001

1/ 2001

Begi n:

DI RECTI ON

NNW  CALM TOTAL

SSW SW  WsW W WW NW

E ESE SE SSE S

NE ENE

NNE

N

SPEED

HdON~NMYtTOYTHO OO
COYNOdO0O0O0O0Oo
Mmoo S

“oooocoococococod
©“oooocococOoOoo©
OMmMOMOOOOOO N~
caNdoocococococow
CONINHOOOO I~
caNanNocococococoo®
ONINOOOAOOOM
cCmmaN-HdoOoooo o
cvwoY~dHOOOO®
CmmNOOOOoOoOo®
OCONMNONMNMHOOO®
ScaNdHdoococococow
CONPNHO OO
ocdoococococococow
CWOMANN—HOOOLW
cdoococococococom
coON®OIHOOOON
caNdoocococococow
ONMOINAOOOO
caNBNOOOoOooo o
ONMOOITOOOOO I~
caNBNOOCOoOooo =
CONOWOOOOOO N~
Scddoocococococom
oOoYoNOOOOOOW
oddoococococoon
ON®HOOOOOOO
ocdoocococococoon
cooNHOOOOOWN
codoococococoon
OHMIONOOOOO
ocddoocococococom
cooHmMOOOOON
SddHdoococococow
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Table A.1. (contd)
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Table A.1. (contd)
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Table A.2. Joint Frequency Distributions (%) for Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network

Wind Stations at 60 Meters, 2001
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Appendix B

Climate Classification of the Mid-Columbia Region

What is the proper description of the climate of the Mid-Columbia Region? The local Tri-City
Herald has a Sunday newspaper section called “Desert Living.” Numerous place names in eastern
Washington contain the word “desert,” since people commonly regard any region that is too dry to
support trees, except perhaps in river bottoms, as desert. On the other hand, popular and other
publications of both the Nature Conservancy and the National Audubon Society carefully describe this
region as a shrub-steppe.

The classification of the climate of the Mid-Columbia Region has not been consistent among the
numerous meteorological and ecological publications that have described the area, either. In these
publications, one finds the Mid-Columbia alternately described as shrub-steppe (or semi-arid) and desert
(or arid)}—sometimes within the same publication (e.g., Rogers and Rickard 1988; p. 1ff and p.8). To
further confuse the issue, the terms “arid” or “desert” and “semiarid” or “steppe” are used as a subdivision
of the general term “arid,” which represents a climatic condition in which the potential evaporation
exceeds precipitation on average (American Meteorological Society 2000). In fairness to Rogers and
Rickard, their use of “arid” cited above was most likely intended in the general sense rather than as a
contrast to “semiarid.”

Climate, an abstract concept of the weather conditions at a particular location over a long period of
time, is popularly understood among laypeople and scientists alike in terms of its effects. In their intro-
ductory text on climate, Trewartha and Horn (1980) note that climate fundamentally controls the distri-
bution of natural things such as plants, animals, and soils. They further comment (p. 218) that if “one
disregards the distribution of non-climatic phenomena [e.g., plants, animals, and soils], it is difficult to
provide meaningful temperature-rainfall limits of climatic types.” In other words, assessing the climate of
a particular area, especially near boundaries of climate types, requires consideration of not only meteoro-
logical variables but also those natural things that respond to them.

The non-climatic phenomenon that is most frequently associated with climate is the distribution of
vegetation. Because the vegetation distribution is heavily determined by temperature and available
moisture, most of the classification systems for climate have been empirically developed by correlating
vegetation and some measure of temperature and humidity. In fact, the general correspondence between
patterns of climate variables and patterns of vegetation is so strong that categories of some climate types
are named for the dominant vegetation type (e.g., tropical rainforest or steppe) that they generate.
Climate classification systems have generally sought to create indices that are indicative of specific
climate types for specified ranges of the index variable.
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B.1 Climate Classification Systems

Numerous classification schemes have been developed for climate. Gedzelman (1985) in his intro-
ductory chapter to the Handbook of Applied Meteorology provides a helpful and detailed overview of the
more prominent of these systems. Much of the discussion that follows is based on his writing.

One of the earliest and still most widely used climate classification schemes was developed by
Koppen in the early twentieth century. This system sought to describe regions of similar vegetation in
terms of temperature and humidity, whose cumulative effect Kppen expressed in terms of combinations
of three letters. The first letter (A-E) denotes temperature, except for “B,” which indicates a lack of
moisture. The second letter indicates quantity of precipitation, and the third, if present, relates to mean
monthly temperatures. As the scheme applies to the Columbia Basin, the classification is either BS
(steppe) or BW (desert), and is determined as follows:

(a) If 70% or more of the mean annual precipitation R occurs in the six cooler months (October
through March in the Northern Hemisphere), then the classification is given in terms of R (cm) and

the mean annual temperature T (°C) as

S R<2T station climate is steppe (BS)

~| N
N =

< station climate is desert (BW)

(b) If70% or more of R occurs in the six warmer months, then the classification is

T+14<R< 2(? +14) station climate is BS

R<T +14 station climate is BW

(c) If precipitation is evenly distributed throughout the year [i.e., neither (a) nor (b) applies], then the
classification is

N

+7<R<2 (f +7) station climate is BS
+7

<T

~ |

station climate is BW

Note that the boundary between desert and steppe in each of these sets of inequalities occurs at half
the value of precipitation required for the boundary between steppe and humid climates.

From the historical averages through 2000 at the Hanford Meteorological Station, the mean annual
temperature is 53.4°F (11.9°C), and the mean annual precipitation is 6.79 inches (17.2 centimeters) of
which 66.6% falls from October through March. Since this percentage falls just short of Képpen’s
criterion of 70% for a winter maximum of precipitation, one might infer that (c) applies and the climate
classification is BW, or desert. These formulas exhibit an inconsistent behavior, however. If the
precipitation were the same in the winter but less in the summer months by 0.33 inch, the appropriate
formulas would be (a) in which case the climate classification would be BS, or steppe. Thus by reducing
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annual rainfall in this manner, the Hanford Site would move to a more moist Kdppen classification. This
suggests that it is not useful to be too inflexible in the application of classification formulas, especially
near zone boundaries.

Patton (1962) offered a simplification of Kdppen’s system that expressed the boundary between
humid and semiarid climates as a single, easily memorized equation:

':lT'_lP'W
2 4

where R’ = annual precipitation in inches
T' = temperature in degrees Fahrenheit
P'w = the percentage of precipitation that falls in the winter months.

Mean precipitation greater than R’ results in a humid climate. Precipitation less than R’ but greater
than 1/2R’ generates a steppe climate, and less than //2R’ generates desert conditions. This formula was
shown to give results that are not significantly different from Koppen’s set of three relations. Patton’s
relation, incidentally, also solves the problem of the inconsistency noted above in Koppen’s formulas near
the precipitation regime boundaries. Applying Patton’s result to the Hanford Meteorological Station data

L P
2 4 08
:1(53.4)—1(66.6)
4 8
=5.03 in

This precipitation value for the boundary between steppe and desert is significantly lower than the
Hanford Meteorological Station mean annual precipitation of 6.79 inches, placing the Hanford Site in a
steppe climate by this representation of the K&ppen system.

Another classification for climate that has been widely used is that given by Thornthwaite (1931).
Thornthwaite was the first to attempt to develop a numerical index by which climate zones could be
defined. In fact, he developed two climate indices: a “temperature efficiency” index TF and a
“precipitation effectiveness” index PE. Like Koppen, he based his indices on temperature and humidity
for a region in such a way as to try to make them representative of patterns of plant communities. These
indices are defined as follows:

TEzii(Fk—ﬂ)

where 7, is the mean temperature in °F for month &, and
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— ly
12 7 9
PE=1152[_ £ J

S\ 7, -10

where 7, is the mean precipitation for month £ in inches.

Using the same Hanford Meteorological Station data as those for calculating the K&ppen classifi-
cation above, the Thornthwaite indices for the Hanford Site are TE =64.5and PE =16.1. The TE value
is near the boundary of 63.5 between Thornthwaite’s “microthermal” (cool) and “mesothermal” (warm,
but not hot) climates. The PE value for the Hanford Site, of primary interest here, places the Hanford
Meteorological Station in a semiarid climate but is very near Thornthwaite’s boundary value between arid

(PE<16) and semiarid (16 < PE <31).

Thornthwaite (1948) updated his classification in an effort to tie it more closely to the physical water
balance. The result was more philosophically satisfying but also considerably more complicated, since
not only temperature and precipitation but also soil characteristics must be considered. Daubenmire
(1988), in his definitive study of eastern Washington vegetation, found that the resulting values of
Thornthwaite’s Moisture Index overlapped distinct steppe zones and that the index was not as practical as
simpler formulations. Knapp (1985) suggested that Thornthwaite’s index may not be applicable to dry
regions because its correlations were developed from the humid zones of the central and eastern United
States.

B.2 Reliability of Precipitation

Another important distinction between desert and steppe climates is the reliability of precipitation.
True desert regions are generally characterized by sporadic albeit sometimes heavy precipitation events.
Because of this, the routine availability of moisture is often much less than would be suggested by the
mean annual precipitation value. Thus, one region, with long periods between significant precipitation
events, may only be able to support desert vegetation while another, with a similar mean value of
temperature and precipitation, may support the grasses and shrubs of the steppe. Daubenmire (1988)
criticized the Thornwaite index for this reason because it uses mean annual rainfall rather than the
probably more appropriate median value.

Under the definition of “semiarid zone,” the Glossary of Meteorology (American Meteorological
Society 2000) notes that the coefficient of variation for arid zones exceeds 50%, while the value for
semiarid zones is 30-50%. This quantity is defined as

0‘?‘

r

C, =100

where 7 = the mean of the annual precipitation.
its standard deviation.
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Using historical data from the Hanford Meteorological Station through 2000, this value is C. =30.5%,

far from the variability that characterizes desert regions.

B.3 Vegetation of the Mid-Columbia Region

Vegetation may be viewed as an integrator of weather that reflects the climate. The Mid-Columbia
region, where the surface is undisturbed, is characterized by a substantial cover of xerophytic shrubs (i.e.,
those adapted to dry regions such as sagebrush) and perennial grasses. From Daubenmire’s (1988)
perspective

“reasonable limits would be to consider desert as regions too dry to support a
noticeable cover of perennial grasses on zonal soils, and steppe as regions with
moisture relations adequate to support an appreciable cover of perennial grasses
on zonal soil, yet not enough for arborescent vegetation. Since even the driest
part of eastern Washington can support a heavy cover of perennial grasses
wherever there is a zonal soil, a continuous film of cryptogams covers the soil
surface, and at least 0.7 metric tons/ha/yr of dry matter is produced, its
classification as steppe rather than desert seems preferable.”

Some writers have attempted to disregard vegetation in classifying the climate of the intermountain
West. In a recent textbook, Bailey (1996) relied on an apparently rigid application of the Kdppen-
Trewartha system to conclude that, despite the widespread support of semi-desert shrubs and other
vegetation, the Great Basin and Columbia Basin were true deserts. This is a curious result, since the
climate mapping produced by Trewartha himself (Trewartha and Horn 1980) classifies the northern Great
Basin and the Columbia Basin as steppe.

B.4 Summary

From virtually all perspectives but the popular criterion of lack of naturally growing trees, the climate
of the Hanford Site as well as the rest of the Mid-Columbia region is best classified as steppe (or,
equivalently, semiarid), although it is on the dry side of that classification. With respect to classification
schemes, only the most rigid application of the Képpen formulation places the area in the desert class.
The precipitation falls with a reliability that is characteristic of steppes rather than deserts, and the
vegetation that is present is considered typical of a shrub-steppe ecosystem. For these reasons, we believe
that the most appropriate term for the local climate is “steppe.”

Table B.1 organizes the terminology discussed above.
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Table B.1. Description of the Uses of the Terms “arid” and “semiarid” with Respect to Climate.

Conventional
Boundary of
Classification:

Effect:

Equivalent
Terms:

Arid Climate

On an annual average, more moisture can leave the vegetation and soil surfaces than falls

as precipitation

No arborescent vegetation (i.e., trees), except perhaps in river bottoms

None in this general sense, except perhaps “dry climate”

Conventional
Boundary of
Classification:

Effect:

Equivalent
Terms:

Semiarid Climate

Within the general arid designa-
tion, the annual precipitation is half
or more of the moisture that could
escape to the atmosphere from the
soil and plant surfaces

Widespread coverage of undis-
turbed soil surface by annual and
perennial grasses and, in some
areas, by shrubs adapted to dry
climates

steppe, shrub-steppe (if shrubs are
present), semi-desert

Conventional
Boundary of

Classification:

Effect:

Equivalent
Term:

Arid Climate

Within the general arid designa-
tion, the annual precipitation is less
than half of the moisture that could
escape to the atmosphere from the
soil and plant surfaces.

Sparse coverage of undisturbed
soil surface by shrubs and perhaps
grasses; a significant fraction of
the soil surface is free of
vegetation

desert

NOTE that “arid” can mean either “dry” or “desert” depending on context. Because of the tight link between climate and vegetation, terms
that fundamentally describe ecosystems, such as “steppe,” are widely used interchangeably with terms such as “semiarid” that describe the
physical water balance of a region.
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Appendix C

Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network Description

This appendix provides a brief description of the Hanford Meteorological Monitoring Network using
information extracted primarily from two previous documents: Glantz and Islam (1988) and Neitzel et al.
(2001).

The network currently consists of 30 stations as shown in Figure C.1. Most stations are on the
Hanford Site; however, eight are offsite, with Station 28 (at Roosevelt) being the most distant. All
stations provide meteorological data every 15 minutes to a central computer located at the Hanford
Meteorological Station. With the exception of Station 28 that relays information by telephone, all other
stations report via radio telemetry.

Table C.1 lists the network stations and the meteorological information collected at each. As can be
seen from this table, not all stations collect the same information, e.g., solar powered stations do not
collect precipitation data.

The brief station descriptions that follow pertain to 23 of the 30 network stations. Descriptions of the
seven remaining stations will be included in the climatological summary for calendar year 2002.

C.1 Meteorological Monitoring Sites

Meteorological monitoring by the Hanford Meteorology Monitoring Program is conducted at the
Hanford Meteorology Station and at twenty-nine other monitoring sites. The locations of the meteoro-
logical monitoring sites are depicted in Figure C.1. The following paragraphs briefly describe each
monitoring site.

C.1.1 Site 1 — Prosser Barricade Monitoring Site (Pros)

The Prosser Barricade monitoring site is located near the old Prosser Barricade on Hanford Route 10
(near the southern boundary of the Hanford Site). The Prosser Barricade guardhouse is no longer present
on Route 10, but its former location is roughly indicated by a parking area on the west side of road. The
site is located to the west of the southern edge of the parking area about 0.9 mile up the road from
Highway 240. The 30-foot instrumented tower is situated on a slight rise (a stabilized sand dune) about
160 foot west of parking area. The topography near the Prosser Barricade is composed of low, rolling
mounds and stabilized sand dunes. Slightly higher terrain is found to the west, north, and east of the site.
The monitoring site is located at 46° 23' 31" N latitude and 119° 24' 40" W longitude. The elevation of
the site is 480 feet above sea level.
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Table C.1. Station Numbers, Names, and Instrumentation for Each Hanford Meteorological
Monitoring Network Site (all stations are 30 feet tall unless otherwise indicated)

Site Number Site Name Instrumentation
1 Prosser Barricade WS, WD, T, P
2 EOC WS, WD, T, P
3 Army Loop Road WS, WD, T, P
4 Rattlesnake Springs WS, WD, T, P
5 Edna WS, WD, T
6 200 East Area WS, WD, T, P, AP
7 200 West Area WS, WD, T, P
8 Beverly WS, WD, T, P
9 FFTF (200 feet) WD, T, TD, DP, P, AP
10 Yakima Barricade WS, WD, T, P, AP
11 300 Area (200 feet) WS, WD, T, TD, DP, P, AP
12 Wye Barricade WS, WD, T, P
13 100-N Area (200 feet) WS, WD, T, TD, DP, P, AP
14 Energy Northwest (Supply System) WS, WD, T, P
15 Franklin County WS, WD, T
16 Gable Mountain WS, WD, T
17 Ringold WS, WD, T, P
18 Richland Airport WS, WD, T, AP
19 Plutonium Finishing Plant WS, WD, T, AP
20 Rattlesnake Mountain WS, WD, T, P
21 Hanford Meteorology Station (410 feet) WS, WD, T, P, AP
22 Tri-Cities Airport WS, WD, T, P
23 Gable West WS, WD, T
24 100-F Area WS, WD, T, P
25 Vernita Bridge WS, WD, T
26 Benton City WS, WD, T, P
27 Vista WS, WD, T, P
28® Roosevelt, Washington WS, WD, T, P, AP
29 100-K Area WS, WD, T, P, AP
30 HAMMER WS, WD, T

(a) Roosevelt is located on the Columbia River west/southwest of the Hanford Site.

AP = Atmospheric pressure.

DP = Dewpoint temperature.

P = Precipitation.

T = Temperature.

TD = Temperature difference.

WD=  Wind direction.
WS = Wind speed.
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C.1.2 Site 2 — Emergency Operations Center Monitoring Site (EOC)

The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) monitoring site is located in the old Ecology Reserve
compound within the boundaries of the Arid Lands Ecology Reserve. The compound is on the east slope
of Rattlesnake Mountain, downhill and to the east of the Rattlesnake Mountain Observatory. The moni-
toring site is situated in the northwest corner of the Ecology Reserve compound approximately 300 feet
from a series of one-story buildings located in this portion of the compound. The elevation of the local
topography decreases smoothly to the east-northeast, as the terrain slopes downward from Rattlesnake
Mountain with a 5% grade. The monitoring site is at 46° 23' 33" N latitude and 119° 32' 10" W
longitude. The elevation of the site is 1,240 feet above sea level.

C.1.3 Site 3 — Army Loop Road Monitoring Site (Army)

The Army Loop Road monitoring site is located about 4 miles south of the 200 East Area and about
1 mile northeast of Highway 240. The 30-foot tower is positioned 100 feet south of Army Loop Road on
flat terrain that slopes gradually toward the floor of the Cold Creek Valley to the southwest. The site is at
46° 29' 19" N latitude and 119° 32' 53" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 565 feet above sea level.

C.1.4 Site 4 — Rattlesnake Springs Monitoring Site (RSPG)

The Rattlesnake Springs monitoring site is located east of Highway 240 on the Hanford Site’s Arid
Land Ecology Reserve. The site is 0.4 mile east of the eastern edge of the Yakima Ridge and 1.6 miles
southwest of gate 218 on Highway 240. Topography should have a strong influence on the meteorol-
ogical parameters measured at this site. The site is located about 300 feet south of Dry Creek, in a valley
that descends from west to east between the Yakima Ridge (to the north) and the Rattlesnake Hills (to the
south). The valley is not symmetrical; most of the valley is composed of a 2-degree slope that descends
from the south to meet valley’s steep northern slope. Dry Creek runs along the floor of the valley just
south of the steep northern slope. Winds and temperatures at the site are affected by local drainage flows
along the valley floor. The site is at 46° 30" 22" N latitude and 119° 41' 56" W longitude. The elevation
of the site is 680 feet above sea level.

C.1.5 Site 5 — Edna Monitoring Site (EDNA)

The Edna monitoring site is located just east of Highway 2N about 0.7 mile north of the intersection
of Hanford Route 11-A. The site is about 0.5 mile west of the remains of the Hanford Townsite’s old
school. The name of the monitoring site is taken from the “Edna” railroad crossing, which is located
about 0.6 mile west of the site. The topography of the area is flat. The site is at 46° 35' 15" N latitude
and 119° 23' 50" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 410 feet above sea level.

C.1.6 Site 6 — 200 East Monitoring Site (200E)
The 200 East monitoring site is located within the confines of the 200 East Area. The monitoring site

is about 0.4 mile north of the Plutonium Uranium Extraction Plant (PUREX) and about 0.25 mile east of
the Critical Mass Laboratory. The topography within the 200 East Area is flat. The impact of 200 East
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buildings on the winds measured at the monitoring site should be negligible. The site is at 46° 33' 23" N
latitude and 119° 31' 14" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 680 feet above sea level.

C.1.7 Site 7 —200 West Monitoring Site (200W)

The 200 West monitoring site is currently located about 400 feet west of Hanford Route 6 and
2.4 miles south of Hanford Route 11-A. The site is several hundred meters outside the 200 West Area
fence line. The monitoring site has been at its present location since 1988. From 1985 to 1988, the site
was located several hundred meters north-northwest of its current location. The topography near the
current and previous location of the monitoring site is level; there is only a 10-foot variation in elevation
within a mile of the site. Before 1985, the site was located approximately 500 feet west of the 242-S
Building within the 200 West Area. One reason for the site’s removal from this location was the potential
for local meteorological interference from nearby buildings and trees. The current location of the site is at
46° 32' 35" N latitude and 119° 39' 41" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 635 feet above sea level.

C.1.8 Site 9 — Fast Flux Test Facility Monitoring Site (FFTF)

The Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) monitoring site is located about 1,000 feet south of the FFTF
fence line almost due south of the reactor dome. Measurements at this site are made using a 200-foot
instrumented tower. The tower is situated on a large gravel pad on a stabilized sand dune at a slightly
higher elevation than the surrounding terrain. The local topography is dominated by a series of low,
stabilized sand dunes that are oriented along a southwest-northeast axis. The elevation of the local terrain
changes dramatically along a lengthy north-south slope that approaches within 2,000 feet to the east of the
monitoring site. At the bottom of this slope, the terrain elevation is more than 100 feet lower than at the
base of the 200-foot tower. The site is at 46° 25' 49" N latitude and 119° 21' 31" W longitude. The
elevation of the base of the tower is 570 feet above sea level.

Winds are measured at three levels on the towers: 30 feet, 82 feet, and 200 feet. Air temperatures are
also measured at three levels on the tower: 5 feet, 30 feet, and 200 feet. The dew point temperature is
also measured at the 5-foot level. Before 1983, a 30-foot tower was operated at a location about 0.8 mile
to the north-northeast of the 200-foot tower.

C.1.9 Site 10 — Yakima Barricade Monitoring Site (YAKB)

The Yakima Barricade monitoring site is located by the Yakima Barricade guardhouse near the
intersection of Hanford Route 11-A and State Highway 240 at the western edge of the Hanford Site. The
30-foot tower is located about 230 feet north-northeast of the guardhouse within the boundaries of the
Hanford Site. This site is located on the 200 Area Plateau. The southern edge of the plateau is just over
0.6 mile south-southeast of the site. Higher terrain is located just over 0.6 mile to the west of the site.
There are no major topographical features in the immediate vicinity of the site. The monitoring site is at
46° 34' 41" N latitude and 119° 43' 30" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 795 feet above sea level.
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C.1.10 Site 11 — 300 Area Monitoring Site (300A)

The 300 Area monitoring site is located about 1,300 feet southwest of the southwestern corner of the
300 Area. The site is about 800 feet west of Hanford Route 4S (Stevens Drive) and about 500 feet west
of the railroad tracks that parallel Route 4S. Measurements at this site are made using a 200-foot instru-
mented tower. The tower is situated on a gravel pad at the top of partially stabilized sand dune. The dune
appears to be one of several dunes in the area that are oriented along a southwest-northeast axis. The site
is at 46° 21' 50" N latitude and 119° 17' 08" W longitude. The elevation of the base of the tower is
390 feet sea level.

Winds are measured at three levels on the towers: 30 feet, 82 feet, and 200 feet. Air temperatures are
also measured at three levels on the tower: 5 feet, 30 feet, and 200 feet. The dew point temperature is
also measured at the 5-foot level. Before 1983, meteorological measurements at this site were made on a
30-foot instrumented tower. The old 30-foot tower was located within 100 feet of the present tower.

C.1.11 Site 12 — Wye Barricade Monitoring Site (WYEB)

The Wye Barricade monitoring site is located just west of the Wye Barricade guardhouse on Hanford
Route 4S. The 30-foot tower is located about 260 feet west of the guardhouse on the top of a stabilized
sand dune. Because of its position on top of a sand dune, the base of the 30-foot tower is about 10 to
13 feet above the base of the guardhouse. There are no significant terrain features in the vicinity of this
monitoring site; however, low, stabilized sand dunes characterize the terrain to the southwest of the site.
The monitoring site is at 46° 28' 56" N latitude and 119° 23' 34" W longitude. The elevation of the site is
550 feet above sea level.

C.1.12 Site 13 — 100-N Monitoring Site (100A)

The 100-N monitoring site is located between the 100-N and 100-D Areas, just over 1,300 ft to the
southwest of the Columbia River. The 100-N monitoring site is closer to the 100-D Area (0.5 mile from
the reactor buildings) than to the 100-N Area (1.5 miles away). Measurements at this site are made using
a 200-foot instrumented tower. The topography around the 200-foot tower is flat. The site is located at
46° 41' 16" N latitude and 119° 32' 58" W longitude. The elevation of the station is 460 feet above sea
level.

Winds are measured at three levels on the towers: 30 feet, 82 feet, and 200 feet. Air temperatures are
also measured at three levels on the tower: 5 feet, 30 feet, and 200 feet. The dew point temperature is
also measured at the 5-foot level. Before 1983, a 30-foot tower was operated at a location much closer to
the 100-N Area. This tower was on a rise about 0.3 mile east of the reactor building, at a point about
500 feet northeast of the 100-N Area’s main access road.

C.1.13 Site 14 — WNP-2 Monitoring Site (WPPS)
The Washington Nuclear Power Plant 2 (WNP-2) monitoring site is located about 0.4 mile west of the

WNP-2 reactor building. The 30-foot tower at this site is located about 120 feet west of WNP’s 200-foot
instrumented tower, which is not part of the Hanford Meteorology Monitoring Network. The topography
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in the immediate vicinity of the monitoring site is flat, but stabilized sand dunes are located within several
hundred feet of the site. The monitoring site is at 46° 28' 12" N latitude and 119° 20' 34" W longitude.
The elevation of the site is 450 feet above sea level.

C.1.14 Site 15 — Franklin County Monitoring Site (FRNK)

The Franklin County monitoring site is located outside of the Hanford Site on the east side of the
Columbia River. The site is located just over 4 miles north-northeast of the 300 Area and about 1.2 miles
east of the Columbia River. The topography near the site is flat, although the elevation of the terrain
increases slightly to the west. Rankin Canyon is located about 0.3 mile to the west of the site, but the
steep slope of the canyon’s walls cannot be seen from the base of the 30-foot tower. This monitoring site
is on a gravel road that runs through an apple orchard. The trees are currently about 9 to 13 feet tall. The
trees might have some impact on the meteorological parameters measured on the tower in recent years.
This impact should be greatest during the warm season when leaves are on the trees. The monitoring site
is at 46° 25' 3" N latitude and 119° 14' 12" W longitude. The elevation of the terrain on the east side of
the Columbia River is significantly higher than on the west side of the river; the elevation of the moni-
toring site is 875 feet above sea level.

C.1.15 Site 16 — Gable Mountain Monitoring Site (GABL)

The Gable Mountain monitoring site is located at the eastern summit of Gable Mountain. The summit
contains various types of towers and power poles. The 30-foot instrumented meteorological tower is
located about 30 feet to the west of the small (approximately 13 feet by 20 feet), low (10 feet), cinder-
block building at the summit. A tall utility-type pole with a diameter of about 2 feet is located near the
southwestern corner of the building. Under some conditions these structures may influence meteorol-
ogical measurements at this site. The monitoring site is located at 46° 35' 53" N latitude and 119°
27'36" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 1,085 feet above sea level.

C.1.16 Site 17 — Ringold Monitoring Site (RING)

The Ringold monitoring site is outside of the Hanford Site on the east side of the Columbia River.
The site is located at the intersection of Rickert Road and Ranger Drive about 2.2 miles east of the
Columbia River and 2.5 miles north-northeast of the Ringold fish hatchery. The local topography
increases in elevation to the northeast (up-valley) and northwest (toward the valley rim). To the south-
west, a hill in the middle of the valley splits the valley in half before it reaches the Columbia River.
There are a few small-scale undulations in terrain height within the valley; however, changes in elevation
are so gradual and uniform that the valley floor appears flat. The monitoring site is at 46° 32' 42" N
latitude and 119° 14' 13" W longitude. The site is located in a northeast-southwest oriented valley at an
elevation of 620 feet above sea level. The elevation of the terrain on the northwestern rim of the valley,
0.7 mile from the site, exceeds 900 feet above sea level. The elevation of the terrain on the southeastern
rim of the valley, 1.5 miles from the site, exceeds 850 feet above sea level.
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C.1.17 Site 18 — Richland Airport Monitoring Site (RICH)

The monitoring site at the Richland Airport is on the roof of the old control tower on the south side
of the airport. The wind sensors are mounted about 10 feet above the roof of the control tower at about
40 feet above the ground. Air temperature is measured at a height of 5.5 feet above the roof of the control
tower on a short instrument tower at the northern edge of the roof. The topography of the surrounding
area is relatively flat. The site is local8' 04" N latitude and 119° 18' 01" W longitude. The elevation of
the base of the control tower is 390 feet above sea level.

C.1.18 Site 20 — Rattlesnake Mountain Monitoring Site (RTMN)

The Rattlesnake Mountain monitoring site is located near the Astronomical Observatory on the crest
of Rattlesnake Mountain. The monitoring site is about 230 feet southeast of the southernmost observa-
tory dome. Instruments at the site are mounted on a 15-foot pole that is sunk into a concrete support
platform on the crest of Rattlesnake Mountain. This site is subjected to extreme winds and a much cooler
temperature regime than the monitoring sites in the basin to the east. The site is located at 46° 23' 40" N
latitude and 119° 24' 40" W longitude. The elevation of the site is 3,560 feet above sea level.

C.1.19 Site 21 — The Hanford Meteorology Station (HMS)

Meteorological monitoring at the Hanford Meteorology Station is conducted on the station’s 410-foot
instrumented tower and at surface locations. The station is located between the 200 West and 200 East
operating areas, about 0.6 mile north of the east gate to the 200 West Area and about 300 feet east of
Hanford Route 3. At this site, wind measurements are made at seven heights, ranging from 7 feet to
400 feet above ground level, using near-surface monitoring equipment and instruments on the 410-foot
tower. Similarly, air temperatures are measured at eight heights, ranging from 5 feet to 400 feet above
ground level.

In addition to winds and air temperatures, a variety of other meteorological variables are measured
or observed at the Hanford Meteorology Station. These parameters, including dew point, relative
humidity, precipitation, atmospheric pressure, cloud cover, and visibility are also measured at the
Hanford Meteorology Station (Glantz and Islam 1988). Winds aloft are also measured using a Doppler
acoustic sounder.

C.1.20 Site 22 — Pasco Airport Monitoring Site (PASC)

The monitoring site at the Pasco Airport is on the roof of the old control tower on the east side of the
airport. The control tower is approximately five stories tall. The wind sensors are mounted at a height of
about 5 feet above the roof of the control tower, roughly 70 feet above the ground. Air temperature is
measured at a height of 5.5 feet above the ground on the north side of the control tower building. The
topography near the monitoring site is relatively flat; however, large aircraft hangers are located to the
south of the control tower. The size and location of these buildings could affect the winds measured on
the control tower under some circumstances. The site is located at 46° 15” 48" N latitude and 119° 06'
18" W longitude. The elevation of the base of the control tower is 410 feet above sea level.
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C.1.21 Site 23 — 100-F Monitoring Site (100F)

The 100-F monitoring site is located about 1.5 miles south of the 100-F Area, slightly southwest of
the Junction of Hanford Route 1 and Hanford Route 2N, and east of the local railroad tracks. The moni-
toring site is about 1.5 miles west of the Columbia River. The station tower is situated in an area of
relatively flat topography. The site is at 46° 38' 6" N latitude and 119° 27' 4" W longitude. The elevation
of the site is 410 feet above sea level.

C.1.22 Site 24 — Gable West Monitoring Site (GABW)

The Gable West monitoring site is located about 0.4 mile west of the western edge of Sable Mountain
at a point less than 230 feet west of Hanford Route 4N. The site is 2.2 miles north of the intersection of
Hanford Route 4N and Route 11-A and about 1.6 miles south of the intersection of Hanford Route 4N and
Route 1. The tower is situated in an area of relatively flat topography, approximately 0.6 mile north of
the 200 Area Plateau. The site is at 46° 36' 35" N latitude and 119° 33' 23" W longitude. The elevation
of the station is 490 feet above sea level.

C.1.23 Site 25 — Vernita Bridge Monitoring Site (VERN)

The Vernita Bridge monitoring site is located about 0.2 mile downriver (northeast) from the Vernita
Bridge. The site is located about 400 feet south of the Columbia River and 50 feet west of the abandoned
highway that runs north toward the Columbia River from Hanford Route 6. About 80 feet north of the
tower, the local topography begins a 30-foot descent to the waters of the Columbia River. The terrain
south of the monitoring site rises gradually in elevation but appears quite flat. The meteorology at this
site should be strongly influenced by the Columbia River and surrounding terrain. The site is at 46° 38'
29" N latitude and 119° 43° 34” W longitude. The elevation of the site is 430 feet above sea level.
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