Small business symposium offers contacts, workshops
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Small businesses looking for current prospects and to get a jump on future
opportunities will find both at the “Bridging Partnerships” small business vendor
symposium Thursday, Aug. 14, at the Pasco Red Lion Hotel. More than 20 exhibitors
and 12 specialty workshops are lined up for the all-day event sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Energy, the Hanford prime contractors, Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory and the Tri-City Industrial Development Council.

“It can be hard to break down the barriers of an organization to find out who’s who
and what opportunities are on the horizon,” said DOE Richland Operations Manager
Keith Klein. “This symposium is part of an effort to increase access to Hanford work
and also to prepare small businesses in the Mid-Columbia for the post-Hanford
world.”

“In just one day, companies will be able not only to interact with vendors, but also to
improve their business practices and learn how to win contracts from Washington
State and other government agencies,” Klein said.

The selection of Grant Fredericks, deputy director of the Washington State
Department of General Administration, as the luncheon speaker underscores that
goal. “We are committed to providing small-business owners with access to all of the
vendor opportunities available in state government,” Fredericks said. “This
symposium offers small-business owners information they can put to use
immediately in the state procurement process.”

Workshops hone business skills

Ongoing workshops will take place during exhibit hours. The morning sessions will
focus on business practices. Topics include market growth strategies, accounting
systems, intellectual property and TRIDEC’s Hanford assets reuse program.

Rich Hague, DOE Richland Operations Small Business Program Manger, will
explain the new Central Contractor Registration, which will be necessary as of
September 30 to receive a contract award from any federal agency. Attorney Floyd
Ivey will address intellectual property issues such as patents, trademarks,
copyrights, trade secrets and licensing form small businesses.

Gary Spanner, PNNL economic development manager, will discuss the Small
Business Innovation Research and Small Business Technology Transfer programs.
These federal programs provide nearly $1.4 billion annually in competitive grants
and contracts to small technology companies for early stage research and
development projects. “The Tri-Cities leads the state in SBIR program awards, and
we would like to see even more local tech businesses successfully compete for this
funding,” Spanner said.

The afternoon sessions will highlight opportunities with the General Administration
Department and the State and Federal Departments of Transportation. “Numerous
opportunities for small businesses are available in the State Department of



Transportation, said Kris Berg, director of member services at TRIDEC. A panel of
speakers will address upcoming transportation projects, including bid solicitations
and procurement in general.

There also will be a presentation on business development assistance available from
the State Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Supportive Services Program and
another on the benefits and requirements for certification with the State and U.S.
Departments of Transportation as a minority, woman or disadvantaged business. A
panel discussion on finance and bonding rounds out the program.

Vendor fair provides contacts

Throughout the day, a vendor fair will provide opportunities to make contacts with
federal, state and local organizations, as well as with key Hanford contractors.
"Making contracting opportunities available to small businesses as we accelerate
and complete the Hanford Site cleanup is one of the top priorities of the department
and this administration,” said Roy Schepens, manager of DOE’s Office of River
Protection. “The small business community offers demonstrated performance,
commercial efficiency, and innovation — assets that can help us as we fulfill our
commitments to accelerate risk reduction and complete our mission at Hanford."

Mike Wells, director of Contracts and Materials Management at CH2MHIill Hanford
Group agreed, noting that “small business participation adds tremendous value to
our business by broadening our capabilities and providing an innovative knowledge
base for technical solutions.” Wells said the symposium “is an ideal opportunity for
businesses to meet one-on-one with both procurement and technical staff and to
take advantage of a particularly strong lineup of seminars.”

This is the first time technical experts will be participating in the vendor event.
“These are the engineers and others who are doing the work, who know what'’s
happening and can offer important insights into the goods and services needed for
their projects,” said Debbie Bone-Harris, CH2MHill small business program
manager.

Other exhibitors will include representatives from and Lockheed Martin Information
Technology, the U.S. Small Business Administration’s regional offices, the City of
Richland, the Northwest Minority Business Council, the National Center for American
Indian Enterprise Development and the Office of Minority and Women Business
Enterprises. The Tri-Ports (Benton, Kennewick and Pasco) will feature several
upcoming procurements.

The $20 registration fee includes lunch and all workshops. Additional information for
attendees and exhibitors is available on the events calendar at www.tridec.org.




