Exhibit: Group Lockout and Tagout

View Associated HDI Procedures
Group lockout and tagout (LOTO) applies to the performance of servicing or maintenance activities when more than one authorized worker is engaged. When servicing and maintenance is performed by a crew, craft, department or other group it must afford each authorized worker a level of protection equivalent to that provided by the implementation of a personal lockout or tagout device.

When it is known LOTO will extend over multiple shifts, the lock box option provides an orderly transfer process.

Regardless of the situation, each authorized worker performing servicing and maintenance activities must be in control of hazardous energy throughout their entire period of exposure. Each authorized worker in the group needs to affix their personal lockout or tagout device as part of the group lockout. 

Variations on these group LOTO options require approval by the controlling organization and the LOTO subject matter expert.

Basic Group LOTO (“OSHA Type A”): 

Each authorized worker places his/her personal lock and tag on each energy isolating device and removes it upon completion of the assignment. Each authorized worker verifies or observes the de-energization of the equipment and performs a safe-to-work check. This approach works well when multiple authorized workers must work under a single isolation point. A hasp or “spider” is usually used.
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Lockbox (“OSHA Type B”): 

During operations to be conducted over more than one shift (or even many days or weeks), a system incorporating a lockbox might be used in order to ensure continuation of LOTO protection for authorized workers during shift or personnel changes.

Under a procedure utilizing a lockbox, numbered controlling organization locks and tags are placed on each energy isolation device(s) after de-energization. A system isolation check is completed according to the written instructions. The key(s) to the numbered locks are placed into a lockbox. The controlling organization secures the lockbox with a controlling organization lock after all the keys to the numbered lock(s) (from the LOTO devices that were affixed to the equipment) are inside the lockbox. 

The written instructions shall be maintained with the lockbox.

Each authorized worker assigned to the job then affixes their authorized worker lock and tag to the lockbox. As a member of a group, each authorized worker verifies that all hazardous energy has been rendered safe and performs a safe-to-work check. 

The LOTO devices cannot be removed or the energy isolating device turned on until each authorized worker removes their lock and tag from the lockbox. After all authorized workers have completed their work and removed their lock and tag from the lockbox, the controlling organization can restore the machinery/equipment to service when it is determined safe to do so.
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