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Introduction 
The Performance Prediction Package (PPP) is a software suite for generating radiation transport results, 
or leveraging existing transport results, to produce synthetic emission tomography measurements of 
spent nuclear fuel assemblies.  Such synthetic data can be used to mimic specific measurements, and to 
systematically investigate detection capabilities.  Possible uses for the tool include: 

• Instrument design 
• Predictive evaluation of observables prior to an inspection visit 
• Post-measurement assessment of measured data 
• Evaluation of unusual cases – closed containers with anomalous objects 
• Sensitivity studies for planning inspections 
• Sensitivity studies for diversion scenarios 
• Evaluation of analysis methods 

A scenario is defined with an assembly type, burnup, and cooling time; as well as assembly rotation 
angle and position relative to the PGET instrument.  Pin-to-pin activity variations or a burnup gradient 
may be present, but in an inspection scenario these are unlikely to be specified.  The measurement will 
specify a measurement time and a particular detector for detector response, and an optional empirical 
correction can further adjust the model to better mimic the measurement.  The goal is to detect missing 
pins, or burnup anomalies consistent with a pin substituted with a fresh pin after partial burnup. 

The Performance Prediction Package is a software suite that walks through the assembly description, 
radiation transport modeling, detector response function, and producing synthetic data in absolute 
units.  There are two modes:  assembly and ensemble.  Assembly mode builds a single synthetic 
measurement.  Ensemble mode separates radiation transport results for each pin, then recombines 
them to create an arbitrary number of assemblies with statistical variations, suitable for ROC-type 
analysis.  A GUI is included for selecting pin-level properties.  The primary functions of the PPP are 
performed by Python scripts, with parameters passed using xml-formatted files which can be assembled 
separately or in a single script.  Each section of the process can be run independently with a separate 
xml section and python script, although in several cases parameters may be copied by the user for 
consistency.  Work is documented via the xml parameter file as well as several text files with pin-level 
properties.  An example of the overall structure of the xml parameter file is shown in Figure 1. 



 

Figure 1.  XML file structure used to step through the process of creating and evaluating synthetic PGET 
assembly data. 

We recommend the use of an xml viewer, such as Notepad++ (https://notepad-plus-plus.org/ ), for 
increased clarity while working through the xml file steps. 

Problem Definition 
The initial problem definition includes the selection of an assembly type, identification of partial defects 
or activity variations, and calculating emission intensity.   

Pin Picking Interface 
A GUI has been developed for defining pin-by-pin properties.  This includes both attenuation properties, 
such as partial defects and pin substitutions, as well as activity (gradients, pin-to-pin noise, etc.).  These 
properties are output into a text file (called the Pins file) which is used for setting up the MCNP case and 
for normalization and ensemble creation.  A screen shot of the GUI is shown in Figure 2. 

https://notepad-plus-plus.org/


 

Figure 2.  Pin Picker graphical user interface.  The user selects the assembly type from a drop-down list, 
adjusts assembly-wide properties using the gradient and noise options, and then specifies individual pin 
properties using the pin interface. 

The user first selects the assembly type from the drop-down list.  Currently three choices are 
implemented:  PWR, VVER-440, and BWR; this choice specifies the pin diameter and assembly geometry.  
The user can specify values by individual pin, and options are available copy the value on a given pin to 
all other pins, water channels, or to a specified pin.  Once the assembly type has been selected, the user 
can load a previously-defined pin picker file, or simply begin editing properties. 

The first property to edit is the overall activity gradient.  The user can select linear or radial; for linear, 
an arbitrary direction can be defined with a vector entry.  The intensity of the gradient is specified by a 
min/max (for example, 0.8, 1.2 for a +/- 20% relative intensity change). 

Once the gradient is specified, the user can apply random noise if desired.  This is particularly useful for 
adding variation to single assembly cases.  For ensemble runs, where single pin sinograms will be later 
combined to create assemblies, the user should generally NOT apply noise here and instead use the 
realization-to-realization random pin variations in the Synthetic Assembly section. 

Individual pin properties can be varied by clicking on the pin of interest.  The user can specify an activity 
directly; typically these are relative activities, with 1 indicating that the pin emission will be set by the 
values specified during assembly generation.  The user can also select pin type from a list of partial 
defects.  Available partial defects include missing pin (water), air-filled cladding, water-filled cladding, 
water channel, or a steel pin.   

The pin values across the assembly can be reset, if needed, by defining the desired properties (such as 
fuel pin with activity 1) on a single pin, then copying the properties of that pin to all pins in the 



assembly.  Once the user is satisfied with the definitions, the results can be saved.  The resulting text file 
is shown in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3.  Pin Picker output file. 

The pin picker output file is a comma-delimited text file.  Several different pin numbering conventions 
are included, with a number assigned to each lattice position.  The pin type is specified in the fourth 
column; the text labels shown here correspond to text labels used in the MCNP template.  Additional 
defect types, if defined in the MCNP template can be added to the GUI by editing an xml file.  The 
attenuation information is used in the setup of the MCNP deck.  The activity information is used in the 
setup of the MCNP deck for a single assembly ONLY; for an ensemble run the single pins are modeled at 
equal intensity and the variations are applied during synthetic assembly generation.  The values in this 
file are also used during normalization. 

Note that in the case of a partial defect, MCNP will set the emissions to zero, so the user is 
recommended to set the activity to zero for the pin picker file as well.  The user will be prompted to 
check this upon saving, if any non-zero activity partial defects are found.   

Generally the numbers specified in the act file are intended as a variation about the bulk activity 
specified by burnup and cooling time, so numbers are typically around 1.  However, if an absolute 
variation exists (for example, the mean value of the act pins is 1.2, or even absolute units such as 
emissions per second), it will be applied to the overall scaling.  This allows for the use of alternate units 



or absolute units, as long as the overall scale factors during synthetic assembly creation are modified 
accordingly. 

Emission Definitions 
Information about absolute emission rates can be specified a number of ways:  by burnup and cooling 
time, by the activity of a particular isotope, or by the emission rate of individual lines.  The PPP is 
intended to support any of these input choices.  A specification of burnup (MWd/GTu) and cooling time 
(years), along with an assembly type, will enable a calculation of isotope disintegrations (Bq/pin-cm) for 
a set of common isotopes and the intensities of the associated emission lines (photons/pin-cm-s).  The 
calculation can also start at the isotope level, where isotopic activity is specified and line emission rates 
are calculated.  Finally, specification can be done at the level of individual lines, whether physical or not, 
in which case the script is not necessary.  The user can then refer to the line intensities of choice in 
setting up the MCNP deck and in constructing the synthetic assemblies.  An example of the emissions 
xml script is shown in Figure 4. 

Input:        

Output:    

Figure 4.  Emissions xml script input and output.  The emissions calculation is the only one that produces 
a modified xml file.  The line intensities are used in the setup of the MCNP run and for normalization in 
the synthetic assembly construction.  The user can choose to start with Assembly History, Isotope 
Disintegrations, or Energy Lines; the user can also select a subset of the lines to run as long as the 
normalization is made with the same selected subset. 

Currently, the calculation spans a limited range of options.  The burnup calculations are limited to BWR 
at 2% initial enrichment with burnup between 5.23 and 41.2 GWd/MTu, PWR at 4% initial enrichment 
and burnup between 4.43 and 39.9 GWd/MTu, and VVER-440 at 4% initial enrichment and burnup 
between 5.39 and 40.2 GWd/MTu.  Isotopes are limited to 134Cs, 137Cs, 154Eu, and 144Pr from the burnup 



calculation; 60Co is additionally included for calculating line emissions based on isotopes.  However, the 
user also has the option to specify any set of lines, physical or not, directly. 

MCNP Interface 
The MCNP interface includes a front-end portion, which is used to set up MCNP runs, and a back-end 
portion which parses the MCNP output scripts and assembles the results into sinograms in the floating-
point tiff format.  The MCNP calculation rests on a series of templates, which are specific to the 
assembly being modeled and include the model of the instrument.  The parameters for both the front-
end and back-end are specified in xml format and can be included as part of an overall script describing 
a particular case. 

The MCNP interface is currently executed by running python scripts directly.   The user will need to have 
Python installed, and the numpy library.  The script structure currently assumes that the python scripts 
and the xml parameter file are in the same directory; MCNP input decks and extracted tiff files will be 
placed in automatically generated subfolders within the same directory structure. 

For the front end, the user specifies the MCNP template to be used.  This provides the basic assembly 
geometry.  Options include AngularOrientations to vary the number of angles (over 360 degrees).  
AssemblyOffset shifts the position of the assembly and can provide a tilt between the pin direction and 
the rotation axis, but should be used with care to avoid collisions between the fuel and the instrument.  
The source term is specified in SourceSpecification using the lines and intensities calculated above in the 
EmissionInfo section.  The user selects whether to include scattering (ScatterOn, N or Y) and whether to 
report results by single pin (SinglePinOn, N or Y) for an ensemble run or an assembly run.  The output 
energies are defined by the EnergyThreshold fields, with the first entry indicating the minimum energy 
tracked (in MeV), and the region between each subsequent pair of energies defining a separate window 
for output.  An example of the MCNP Transport Parameters section, along with the python script 
information, is shown in Figure 5. 



 

Figure 5.  xml script describing MCNP transport parameters.  This script is called by the 
ModelingToolMCNP python script, and references an MCNP template. 

The MCNP script reads the template and makes modifications to the assembly based on the specified 
location parameters and on the pin picker file.  Any partial defects are automatically assigned zero 
activity.  In the single assembly case, the pin picker file is also used to adjust individual pin intensities; 
for the pin-by-pin case, this information is used later when the single pins are recombined.  The script 
then writes out a series of MCNP decks, one for each angle.   

 

Figure 6.  xml script describing MCNP extraction parameters.  This script is called by the 
ExtractionToolMCNP python script, and produces one or more sinograms in tiff format. 

 



Once the MCNP runs are complete, a large amount of output information is available.  Information is 
first extracted for each head of the assembly separately, then interleaved and recorded as a function of 
angle to form a sinogram.  Sinograms are saved as floating-point tiff files.  All sinograms are saved in a 
single directory.  For a single assembly, the output will be a separate sinogram for each energy window 
selected.  For a pin-by-pin run, the output will be a series of folders, one for each pin and numbered 
{Pin1, Pin2, ….PinN}, that each contain single pin sinograms at each energy window indicated.  An 
example of the output is shown in Figure 7.  In addition to the sinograms, an EnergyBinKeyFile will be 
created in the parent directory, which maps each filename to a particular energy region.  This file is used 
as a reference during detector response calculation, to ensure that calculated flux at each energy is 
correctly mapped to energy deposition in the detector. 

 

Figure 7.  Example of output file structure in single pin mode.  The overall directory indicates the case, 
and contains a separate folder for each pin.  Within each folder is a floating-point tiff sinogram 
corresponding to each energy window in the output (in this case, a window from 625-662 keV and 
another from 630-662 keV). 

Post processing 
Post processing applies a detector response function, absolute scaling, and can create ensembles of 
assemblies for statistical studies.  The approach described here is designed to allow the user flexibility in 
using or repurposing sinograms from radiation transport calculations:  a single set of calculations can 
easily be evaluated using multiple detectors or measurement times.  For single pin sinograms, 
assemblies can be created with arbitrary emission patterns, and ensembles of assemblies generated to 
allow for statistical exploration.  Transport calculations which are completed for single isotopes can be 
recombined for arbitrary burnup and cooling time. 



Tracking the units throughout the calculation is important for obtaining meaningful absolute synthetic 
data.  The sinograms from the transport calculation are in units of flux per unit energy – photons per 
cm2 per photon emitted per keV – at the detector face, but contain additional normalization factors that 
depend on the units used in the radiation transport calculation.  For MCNP, the units are typically 
photons at the location of the tally per photon thrown.  This includes the entire active volume during 
the calculation as well as all lines which are present.  The detector response translates this into photons 
detected per cm2 per second per keV.  The synthetic assembly generator makes the final scaling into 
absolute units, taking into account the detector face area, the specification of the source in MCNP 
(number and length of active pins, number and relative intensity of source lines), the overall emission 
intensity, and the total measurement time.  Finally, synthetic assemblies may be reconstructed and 
scored, and the resulting pin scores compared via ROC analysis. 

Detector Response 
The detector response takes the calculated scalar flux at the detector face, assumed to be incident 
perpendicular to the detector, and calculates the energy deposition within the active region.  The 
detector response is a 3000 x 3000 matrix, which maps the incident energy of a photon to the pulse 
height tally spectrum indicating the amount of energy deposited.  Each column in the matrix represents 
an independent MCNP calculation.  Detector response functions are currently available for 5x5x2 mm 
CZT, 4.6x4.6x2 mm CZT, and 3.5x3.5x1.75 mm CZT, although the modular transport process allows for 
response calculated from any detector design.  The detector response functions are typically stored as 
text files, with the detector dimensions visible on the first line, and the area facing the detector (limited 
by the collimator width of 1.5 mm) listed on the second line.  Note that the choice of 1 keV bins for the 
calculation is beyond sufficient to capture the radiation transport and energy deposition properties; the 
purpose of the high resolution DRF matrix is to enable the user to choose energy windows for radiation 
transport and for DRF output arbitrarily.  An example DRF, in text format and as an image, is shown in 
Figure 8. 

 



Figure 8.  Left:  detector response function, shown on a log scale, with each pixel corresponding to a 1 
keV wide bin and ranging from 0 to 3 MeV.  Data in each column indicates the detector response 
function for photons at a single energy.  Right:  screenshot of the text version of the detector response 
function, showing header information about the detector as well as numerical values. 

The detector response section of the xml file includes a reference to the file containing the detector 
response matrix, a reference to the sinogram set to calculate detector response for, and an output file 
location.  A list of output energy windows is also specified by the user; if this field is not defined, the 
output sinograms will match the input energy structure.  Input energies are typically listed in the file 
names for user reference, but a text file known as the energy bin key file is referenced for the exact 
mapping of input flux sinograms to energy region.  This also enables the user to choose to calculate 
detector response sinograms based only on a subset of the available flux sinograms (for example, if flux 
sinograms are available separately for a single line and for an energy bin containing downscattered 
radiation, the user could choose to calculate detector response either separately or in combination).  An 
example of the xml section for calculating the detector response is shown in Figure 9. 

 

Figure 9.  Detector response section of the xml file. 

Synthetic Assembly Generation 
Synthetic assembly generation includes the steps necessary to turn radiation transport data into 
collections of synthetic sinograms.  Generally speaking, this includes scaling to units of absolute counts, 
adding empirical corrections and Poisson noise if desired, and in some cases adding information from 
separate transport calculations (for example, if two isotopes were calculated independently).  In the 
case of a full assembly calculation, this creates a synthetic sinogram (or possibly a set of realizations with 
different Poisson noise).  In the case of a set of single pin calculations, information from single pins is 
recombined to form one or more assemblies, with intensity distributed according to the pin picker file 
and random variations if specified.  An example of a Synthetic Assembly generation xml input for a 
single-pin case is shown in Figure 10. 



 

Figure 10.  Example synthetic assembly input for a single-pin case.  In this case three base sinograms are 
referenced, corresponding to three different energy windows.  Scaled assemblies, with matched pin-to-
pin variations, are produced for each base sinogram and for the sum of all base sinograms. 

The xml section for SyntheticAssemblies starts with AssemblyType, which should be consistent with 
prior declarations (VVER440, PWR, BWR) and SourceType (Assembly, or SinglePinSinograms). 

ScalingData applies some basic normalizations:  DetectorArea is the exposed area of the detector face 
(height x the smaller of either the detector crystal width, or the 1.5 mm collimator opening) in mm2, 
which is needed to convert flux from MCNP into counts reaching the detector face.  ModeledPinLength 
is the active pin length considered in the transport model (which should be accessible in the MCNP 



template and log file), and the TimePerProjection is in seconds and is set to match the measurement 
time. 

The BaseSinogramList collects one or more radiation transport results to include in synthetic assembly 
generation.  For each BaseSinogram, the overall dataset is indicated in the path; for a full assembly the 
sinograms will be inside this directory, and for single-pin sinograms the directory will contain a separate 
folder for every pin.  The InputSinoFilename selects the file of interest; with the default naming 
conventions this refers to a particular energy window at the detector.  The EnergyLines provide a 
baseline for the absolute emissions, in photons/cm/pin/s.  The lines included here must match those 
used in setting up the radiation transport run.  The ActivityFile refers to the pin-to-pin activity variations 
defined in the Pin Picker at the beginning of a problem.  The values in the activity indicate the intensity 
relative to the baseline for absolute emissions, with 1 corresponding to the intensity defined by the 
EnergyLines (note that the user can elect to set the sum of the EnergyLines to 1 and place absolute 
values into the activity file, if that better suits the problem at hand).  The ActivityFile is used to 
normalize the overall intensity; in the case of single-pin sinograms it also provides the baseline for pin-
to-pin intensities when the pins are recombined into a full assembly.  Finally, a RelativeScalingFactor is 
included at the user’s discretion.  This can be set to 1 in many cases, but allows for adjustments in 
overall scaling or to account for non-standard units earlier in the process. 

For the example shown, three sets of Base Sinograms are referenced.  This allows the user an option to 
process multiple energy windows simultaneously, or to combine separate transport runs (such as for 
different isotopes), possibly with the relative ratio varied.  Note that if more than one BaseSinogram 
section is specified, each should cover the same energy range and with the same detector used in order 
for the summed sinogram to be physically meaningful.  For multiple BaseSinograms, each can have their 
own ActivityFile and RelativeScalingFactor, and the EnergyLines should be appropriate to those used in 
transport.  A scaled sinogram will be constructed both for each BaseSinogram case (useful for processing 
multiple energy windows simultaneously), and for the sum of all included BaseSinogram cases (useful 
for combining multiple isotopes within a single energy window). 

The BaseOutputFolder specifies the location for synthetic assemblies, and the OutputSinoFilename 
specifies the filename for the sinograms produced by summing BaseSinograms (the individual sinograms 
will retain the input label).  

Two options are available specifically for synthetic assemblies created from single pin sinograms.  For a 
full assembly run, the values in the Pin Picker file are used to set relative intensities in MCNP, and the 
reference to this file allows for proper normalization.  For single pin sinograms, MCNP is run with equal 
intensity on all active pins, so the number of active pins must be specified to obtain proper 
normalization.  Second, assemblies from single pin runs can be constructed with varying pin-to-pin 
intensities.  Here, PercentActivityVariation specifies the width of a uniform distribution from which 
random pin-to-pin activity variations will be selected for each constructed assembly. 

The user has the option to include noise due to counting statistics, either Poisson or None.  
NumVariations sets the number of realizations to create; for a full assembly sinogram these vary only in 
their Poisson noise realization, but for single pin sinograms this includes additional variation according 
to PercentActivityVariation.  The user can specify a random seed and a label for the test, which is 
incorporated into the folder name. 



Finally, this section includes the option for empirical corrections to better match data.  The user can 
specify a Gaussian Blur Width, in pixels, and an overall offset for the projections, as a fraction of the 
mean sinogram value. 

Reconstruction 
This provides a simple filtered back-projection reconstruction, with an optional center offset.  Other 
parameters include the base input folder, the input sinogram name, and the output reconstruction 
filename.  In the case of an ensemble of results, the base input folder can be set to the parent folder 
containing all the realizations to reconstruct.  Reconstructed data is saved as floating-point tiff files.  This 
functionality is included for testing purposes.  The synthetic sinograms with absolute units generated by 
the PPP and should be suitable for reconstruction and scoring in a similar manner to measured data.  
Figure 11 shows an example of an intensity distribution selected in the Pin Picker, and the corresponding 
reconstructed sinogram. 

 

Figure 11.  Selected intensity distribution (left) and resulting reconstructed synthetic sinogram (right).  
This sinogram is for the 400-600 keV energy window, with a Co-60 source and 4.6 mm detector.  The 
realization includes a +/- 20% gradient, 10% random noise variations, Poisson noise, and 3 missing pins.   

Pin scoring 
This implements a simple region-based pin scoring algorithm.  Inputs include the assembly type, which 
should be consistent with earlier parts of the process, and input and output file structure information.  
Fields are included for scoring technique and parameters, which serve as placeholders for future 
algorithm options.  The module aligns the expected assembly shape with the assembly, places a grid of 
expected pin positions, and assigns a score based on the total intensity within each grid position.  Pin 
scores are output into a PinScores.txt file in the directory for each realization, with a pin index and a 
score; scores for all pins are output into allPinScores.txt in the directory containing all the realizations; 



each row corresponds to a pin and each column to a realization.  This functionality is included for testing 
purposes.  An example of the allPinScores file is shown in Figure 12. 

 

Figure 12.  allPinScores.txt file, containing the scores for each pin (rows) and each assembly realization 
(columns). 

ROC analysis 
To understand the detection capabilities of a given measurement, the PPP includes functionality to 
calculate a receiver-operator curve (ROC).  Given a distribution of scores from a pin which is absent or 
anomalous, specified in the first section, and a distribution of scores from a pin which is present and not 
anomalous, specified in the second section, the ROC calculates the probability of correctly identifying 
the anomalous pin (probability of detection) and the probability of incorrectly flagging the normal pin 
(false alarm rate) as the threshold value between the two distributions is varied in a 1000 steps.   Figure 
13 shows the ROC section of the xml file, the ROC-Data-9.txt file generated, and an example ROC curve.  
In this case (that shown in Figure 11), the ability to distinguish a missing pin at position 9 compared with 
a present pin at position 110 is essentially perfect.  Note that the comparison can be made between 
different pins in the same assembly, or between pins from different synthetic datasets with and without 
anomalous pins. 

 



 

Figure 13.  Top:  XML file entries specifying anomalous data or pins and normal data or pins.  Bottom 
left:  ROC-Data.txt file.  Bottom right:  ROC curve plotted for Pin 9. 

Appendix 0.  Installation and directory structure 
The user has considerable flexibility in how and where to copy/keep the Performance Prediction 
Package software, as well as in the structure of the data throughout the process.  However, a typical 
case involves large amounts of data and many files, so some care should go into setting up a reasonable 
directory structure. 

We typically set up a single folder on a local drive, containing the Pin Picker, the MCNP setup and 
extraction code, and the post processing code in three different folders.  A separate folder is used to 
contain the individual PPP run being generated. 

For running a case, the Pin Picker is launched from the PinPickerUI-run.bat file inside the PinPickerUI 
folder.  The output text file called the pins file can be saved to a directory specific to the case of interest.  
The MCNP setup and extraction scripts require Python and the numpy library.  As presently set up, the 
scripts should be placed in the folder for the PPP run, and the MCNP decks and results will be placed 
into local subfolders.  The post-processing functions are governed by an xml file, typically placed in the 
case directory.  The examples below demonstrate how paths are specified within the case directory; it is 
useful to have the script create separate subdirectories for the DRF and for the synthetic assemblies.  
Each piece of the processing script is run based on a command line call to the ppp.exe file, along with a 
keyword which specifies which function to execute and the xml file specifying the parameters.  The 
script can be run from either the directory with the ppp.exe, or the case directory. 

An example of a possible directory structure is shown in Figure 14.  Here, Ex2-VVER440ensemble is the 
case folder.  This is divided into Inputs (holding MCNP simulation results which are not to be altered 
during post-processing) and Outputs.  In this case, the Outputs directory contains a folder for results 
with a 3.5mm CZT detector and with a 4.6 mm CZT detector.  Within the 3.5mmCZT folder, there is a Pin 
Picker file describing the intensity distribution, and three different xml files which specify parameters for 
three different post-processing options (in this case, varying measurement time and pixel-to-pixel 



blurring).  Each of the Ensembles cases contains a directory for Synthetic Assemblies, which hold the 
sinograms, reconstructions, and pin scores calculated. 

 

Figure 14.  Example of a possible directory structure for results. 

Appendix 1.  Single Assembly Example 
One important use case for the PPP is generation of a single dataset as rapidly as possible to mimic the 
data which might be seen during an inspection.  Here, we set up a single assembly, primary only model 
of PWR assembly similar to the data collected at Ringhals by the IAEA PGET team.  The following XML 
script describes creating a BWR assembly with 10% intensity variations, measured with a 4.6 mm CZT 
detector, with 0.8 seconds per projection measurement time.  The transport calculation accounts for 
multiple emission lines, and the resulting data is collected into energy windows of 400-600 keV, 600-700 
keV, and 700-1100 keV. 

Appendix 2.  Ensemble example 
Another important case for the PPP is generation of an ensemble of assemblies in order to evaluate 
performance under a given scenario, or as a function of processing parameters.  The following XML 
script describes creation of synthetic data modeled after the ATI VVER-440 mock assembly.  The 
emitting rods are Co-60, the detectors are 3.5 mm CZT, and a measurement time of 540 seconds per 
projection is used.  Transport calculates detector response on a pin-by-pin basis with three missing pins, 
tracking primary only radiation for both Co-60 lines.  An ensemble of 100 assemblies with a +/-20% 
intensity gradient, 10% pin-to-pin variations, and Poisson noise, is created.  A 1-pixel blur and a 50% 
intensity offset are included. 



Appendix 3.  BU variations example 
Transport calculations are often the most time-consuming part of performance prediction, so the ability 
to repurpose existing calculations can increase usability.  Here, we use a set of single pin sinograms 
calculated separately for Cs-137 and Eu-154 to create assemblies at two different burnups and cooling 
times. 
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